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EGY PT 


MENA AGENCY'S HISTORY, STRUCTURE PROFILED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 10-16 Sep 86 pp 62-63 


[Article: "Middle East News Agency Started out with 40 Employees in Khedive 
Isma'il's Administration and Ended up with 1,000 in Mubarak's; It Was Estab- 
lished by Newspapers and Taken over by the State"] 


[Text] Egypt found out about news agencies from the offices of foreign news 
agencies which were set up under Khedive Isma'il's administration. These news 
agencies received their news from abroad via Marconi Company. In 1935 Dr 
Muhammad Husayn Haykal called for the establishment of an Egyptian news agency 
to resist colonialist propaganda. At that time two Egyptian journalists, Husni 
Khalifah and 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Sawi, attempted to establish an independent news 
agency, but the two attempts they made in 1950 and 1953 failed. 


When the government of the 1952 July Revolution realized the need for a news 
agency, it established the Middle East News Agency [MENA] . a joint-stock 
company with 20,000 pounds in capital. AL-AHRAM, AKHBAR AL-YAWM, and Dar 
al-Hilal [Publishing Firm] contributed to the establishment of this company. The 
agency disseminated its first news on 28 February 1956, when it broadcasted its 
first news bulletin which was printed on stencil sheets. On 31 March the agency 
started sending its news out to Egyptian newspapers on a ticker machine. On 19 
April MENA started distributing the bulletin to Egyptian newspapers in English. 


The Beginning 


The agency started its work in a small apartment in building number 1 on Tal'at 
Harb Street in Cairo. This apartment is occupied now by the UNESCO Center for 
Publications. MENA occupied this apartment before moving to the old Radio 
Building on al-Sharifayn Street after the dedication of the Radio and Television 
Building on 23 July 1960. MENA stayed in the old Radio Building for 22 years 
until it moved in February 1982 to its present location on Huda Sha'rawi Street 
in central Cairo. 


MENA's first foreign office was opened in Khartoum on 15 December 1956. It was 
followed by an office in Gaza that was opened on 6 April 1956 [sic]. A MENA 
office was opened in the Jordanian capital on 19 December; an office in Beirut 
was opened on 26 December; and an office in Damascus was opened on 9 May 1957. 
Then at the meeting that was held on 28 October 1957 MENA's board of directors 
decided to hire correspondents for the agency in all the Arab countries. 











On the 1st of January 1959 the Egyptian government decided to change MENA's 
status as a joint-stock company and to make it a limited partnership with the 
commercial name the Middle East News Agency. The reorganized agency was managed 
by Mr Kamal al-Din al-Hinnawi, one of the free officers. The purpose of that 
change was to place the agency under the control of the ruling power, and that 
reduced the role of contributing newspapers and disbanded the board of direc- 
tors, which was taken over by the state. 


Because it was on the verge of bankruptcy, the state decided to allocate an 
annual allowance for MENA. This happened before 29 November 1961 when MENA 
became a public sector agency: one of the units of the Egyptian Public 
Organization for News, Publishing, Distribution and Printing. 


In March 1967 a Presidential Decree disbanding the agency was issued. MENA was 
then incorporated into the United Arab Press Agency which was established to 
include all Egyptian newspapers after nationalization. The agency's fixed assets 
were transferred to the Press Agency, and its employees were transferred to 
comparable positions in government and public organizations. However, in October 
1967, officials waived that decree when another presidential decree was issued 
suspending all the measures of March, restoring the status quo and disbanding 
the Arab Press Agency. 


On 23 September 1971 a presidential decree was issued establishing the Radio and 
Television Association. This association was to be subordinate to the Minister 
of Culture and Information, and MENA was included in it. 


The agency which started out in 1956 with about 40 employees only, including 
journalists, administrators, technicians and service workers grew. By July 1986 
its employees included approximately 420 journalists, 350 financial and 
administrative officers, 162 technicians, and service workers as well, all of 
whom are engaged in pursving the agency's objectives. 


The Organizational Structure 


1. The Board of Directors, which lays down the general policy, consists of a 
chairman, five appointed members and five members elected by the agency's 
employees, two of whom are journalists. At the present time Mustafa Najib is the 
chairman of the board. 


The vice chairman of the board, who manages the agency's affairs in the chair- 
man's absence, oversees five general departments. These are: planning and 
statistics; production and follow-up; organization and training; financial and 
administrative inspection; and public relations. 


2. The Editorial Department is an independent department headed by the editor- 
in-chief. The secondary departments that come under the Editorial Department 
are: 


A. The Agencies' Service Department receives bulletins from foreign news agen- 
cies with which MENA has a contractual agreement. This department distributes 
these bulletins to subscribers in the original language. It broadcasts the 


~ 








bulletins of Arab and foreign news agencies; it receives and disseminates 
pictures; and it offers services and facilities to a large number of correspon- 
dents of foreign news agencies and newspapers in Cairo. 


B. The Information Department stores bulletins, information and documents. This 
department manages the ifbdrary and MENA's microfilm holdings, and it measures 
and analyzes public opinion. 


C. The Arabic Editorial Department has three subaepartments. The Local Editorial 
Department handles all news of different tendencies received from correspondents 
inside Egypt; the Political Monitoring Department picks up the most important 
news from world broadcasts; and the Foreign Editorial Department carries out the 
task of translating and preparing the news relayed by world news agencies. 


The Arabic Editorial Board assumes the desk activities of editing and preparing 
the news for publication after adding or deleting parts of it as required. 


D. The Foreign Editorial Department has two subdepartments: the English 
Editorial Department prepares the news that comes in in English; and the French 
Editorial Department prepares the news in French. 


E. The Photo Editing Department prepares pictorial reports in Egypt and shares 
them with 22 world agencies via wireless or telephone communications. This 
department has two wireless devices and two telephones for sending and receiving 


copy. 


F., The Department of Domestic and Foreign Offices oversees receipt of dispatches 
sent by domestic offices in the governorates and by foreign offices in the 
capitals of the world, and it prepares these dispatches for publication. 


Domestic and Foreign Offices 


There are three offices in Egypt: one is in Cairo Airport, another is in 
Alexandria, and the third is in Aswan. In addition, there are correspondents in 
the remaining governorates. MENA has 12 offices in Arab countries: in Morocco, 
Tunisia, Kuwait, Amman, Baghdad, Sanaa, Beirut, al-Riyad, Musqat, Mogadiscio, 
Abu Dhabi and Khartoum. In addition, MENA has a number of permanent and roving 
correspondents in the remaining Arab capitals. 


The agency also has six permanent offices in London, Paris, Belgrade, Bonn, 
Washington and New York. In addition, it has correspondents residing in a number 
of the world's capitals as well as a number of correspondents who travel back 
and forth between those cities. 


The Number of Subscribers 
The agency has 342 subscribers, including foreign embassies in Egypt, foreign 


news agencies or their offices in Egypt, hotels, Egyptian and foreign news- 
papers, a few official agencies and ordinary individuals. 


The agency's editor-in-chief is Najib al-Badri. His term had expired last June, 
but Dr Subhi 'Abd-al-Hakim, chairman of the Supreme Board for the Press, issued 








a decree extending his term in office until next November so that agreement can 
be reached on nominating a new editor-in-chief to succeed Mr al-Badri. 


The chairman of the board of directors had assumed the duties of editor-in-chief 
when he was appointed in i984. However, a decision was made later to appoint a 
full-time editor-in-chief. 


The Position toward the Government 


MENA operates under the authority of the state by virtue of Presidential Decree 
Number 2420 for 1971. It operates under the authority of the minister of infor- 
mation, and it comes under the authority of the Press Authority Act No 148 of 
1980. Its policy is designed by the minister of information. In accordance with 
the Presidential Decree and the law the agency's responsibility is restricted to 
that of serving as a tool of the state. It is used to convey the state's point 
of view quickly and accurately to all international and local media agencies. 
Its local and international offices obtain news from the East and West, and they 
prepare political commentaries on national matters from an Egyptian point of 
view. 


The Press Office in the Ministry of Information oversees broadcast operations. 
It is charged to do that by the minister of information, who monitors its 
activities. 


Agency leaders are appointed by the Supreme Council of the Press which is formed 
by the Consultative Council, the body that acts on behalf of the Egyptian 
people, pursuant to the 1960 Press Nationalization Law, and assumes the 
responsibility for Egyptian newspapers and for overseeing the people's share in 
the institutions of the press. 
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MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD LEADER INTERVIEWED ON PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 12 Aug 86 pp 16-17 


[Interview with Muslim Brotherhood leader Hamid Abu-al-Nasr; in Cairo, date 
not given] 


(Text ] It is said that the martyred Imam Hasan al-Banna laid the foundation 
for the "infrastructure" of the Muslim Brotherhood, and that the Imam Hasan 
al-Hadibi took the brotherhood across great "obstacles" on the path of the 
call to God until God closed through him the gates of discord, and that Mr 
‘Umar al-Talmasani lead the way until the brotherhood reached piety of 
belief and became well-known throughout the world, and they say that God (may 
He be powerful and great) will grant to this pious group "victory" at the 
hands of Mr Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr. In the first interview that the grand 
master has granted to the readers of AL-MUJTAMA', we asked him his opinion of 
the current state of the call to God, his concept of the solution to the 
Palestinian issue and ending the Iraq-Iran war, his view of his predecessor, 
the late struggler ‘Umar al-Tilimsani and finally, what his advice is to 
Muslim youth. 


AL-MUJTAMA' thanks Mr Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, the general spiritual guide 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, and asks God to help him and give him success in 
whatever is good for Islam and Muslims. 


[Question] How would you present yourself to the readers of AL-MUJTAMA'? 


[Answer ] My name is Muhammad Hamid ‘Ali Abu-al-Nasr, born in the city of 
Manfalut in the governate of Asyut in Upper Egypt. I was born on 25 March 
1913 into a family descended from the Imam al-Husayn son of ‘Ali (may God be 
pleased with them). I have two sons. The oldest is a legal councilor and the 
youngest is an inspector in the ministry of supply. I also have a daughter 
who is a teacher. Before assuming my responsibilities as head of the guidance 
offi.» of the Brotherhood, my work was to supervise my private farm in my town 
of Manfalut. I studied up to the secoi.uary level in 1933. I met the grand 
Imam, the martyr Hasan al-Banna in 1934-35 and I pledged allegiance to him the 
same night he spent as my guest. At the same time the Manfalut branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood was formed, after which I progressed in responsibility in 
the Brotherhood in the provinces until I became head of the Jihad office for 
the branches in Manfalut, Dayrut and al-Qusiyah in Asyut. Then I became head 











of the Asyut region and at that time, the martyred Imam charged me with 
visiting the branches in Upper Egypt and supervising their activities. I 
remained with the grand Imam as a member in the grand master's office for 10 
years, until the death of the Imam in 1949. In 1954 I was elected by the 
constituent board as a member in the grand master's office during the era of 
the Imam Hasan al-Hadibi, and I have continued to carry out projects of the 
membership up until now. God (may He be exalted) has strengthened my 
commitment to truth and to the Muslim Brotherhood throughout this period, 
facing events and hardships with patience and restraint. I have not failed to 
adhere to the decisions of the Brotherhood. I have been convicted twice, the 
first time in 1949, during the era of Ibrahim ‘'Abd-al-Hadi, the prime 
minister, and the second was during the era of the officers' movement in 1954, 
wnen the revolutionary court sentenced me to life at hard labor on the’ charge 
of attempting to overturn the government. I was released in 1972. 


Great Awakening 


[Question] What is your view of the current situation of the call to God in 
Egypt? 


[Answer ] The fact of the matter is that Egypt and other Arab countries are 
now in a great Islamic awakening. Young people are rushing forcefully to all 
sources of understanding and knowledge of the call to lam, but without a 
guide and educator as embodied in the Muslim Brotherhood, which has _ been 
concealed and restricted by the current unjust law. 
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[Question] Mr ‘Umar al-Talmasani (God give him peace) left the Muslim 
Brotherhood while it had a prominent political status, representatives in the 
People's Assembly, members on the trade union councils and status at’ the 
national level. How would you assess the period during which Mr ‘Umar assumed 
the leadership as grand master? What did it bring to the brotherhood and to 
the Islamic nation? 


{Answer ]} There is no doubt that these great circumstances were the work of 
God (may He be exalted), and secondly due to the efforts of my late brother, 
Mr ‘Umar al-Talmasani, who gave his whole life to the call to Islam. They 
brought these good fruits, and God willing, we hope that He (may He be 
exalted) will give us success in our progress along this path and this 
program, so that we may truly be faithful to God andto our leaders’ and 
guides (God give them peace). 


Jihad for the Palestinian Issue 


[Question] What is your commentary on the current crisis in the Arab world? Is 
there a role for the Muslim Brotherhood to play in getting out of this crisis? 


[ Answer } The crisis in the Arab world today will remain until God sets us 
right with his mercy so that we return to Him and are reconciled with Him (may 
He be exalted). The Muslim Brotherhood ca: do much to lessen the oppression 
of this crisis, which encloses everyone just as a bracelet encloses the wrist. 








[Question] In your opinion, what is the way to solve the Palestinian issue? 


[Answer] The Palestinian issue is a holy one, that we can redeem with the 
strongest soul and spirit, committing to that aim all the capabilities and 
powers that we can, bearing the spirit of Jihad in all its different forms arid 
shapes, in the context of an Islamic unity that lives for God and works for 
Him, for "there is no victory except from God" [Koran VIII, 10]. 


The Iranian Revolution and the Current War 


[Question] What is your position on the Iranian revolution, and what are your 
thoughts on ending the Iraq-Iran war? 


[Answer] When the Iranian revolution occurred and took over the reins of 
power by driving out the previously ruling emperor, who had mistreated the 
Iranian people, stolen all their assets and filled the prisons with free 
mujahidiin - at that time, we rejoiced at this change and at the fall of the 
shah. But the information that we have obtained came through the press and 
new agencies, both Eastern and Western, so we cannot give a precise opinion on 
what is going on in Iran. At this critical time, we can only pray to God that 
He end this destructive war, which has annihilated life in these two brother 
countries and that they seek judgement from the book of God, which says, "If 
two parties among the believers fall into a quarrel, make ye peace between 
them, but if one of them transgresses beyond bounds against the other, then 
fight ye against the one that transgresses until it complies with the command 
of God..." [Koran XLIX, 9]. 


[Question] What is the most important issue that occupies you now with regard 
to the Muslim Brotherhood, Islam and the world? 


[Answer ] The most important issue regarding the Brotherhood is its return to 
its activities or the establishment of a political party within the law. 


With regard to Islam, it is to try to achieve reunification, close ranks and 
consolidate our voice. 


With regard to the world, it is to explain the principles of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, clearly and openly, so that we can dismiss false accusations and 
incitements to hatred in the whole world, in accordance with the words of God 
(may He be exalted and blessed), "O mankind, we created you from a~ male and 
a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other. 
Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is he who is the most 
righteous of you" [Koran XLIX, 13]. 


Advice 
[Question] What is your advice to young Muslims? 


[Answer] My advice to all young Muslims is to follow the path of the prophet 
of God (God bless him and grant him salvation) and to come to understand his 





positions, from his pure conduct in all the difficulties he faced (God bless 
him and grant him salvation). For it is the best and the quickest path to 
achieve the greatest goals to exalt the word of truth and return Muslims to 
their religion and glory. 
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BRIEFS 


STRUGGLE IN WAFD--A struggle has begun among members of the general committee 
of the Wafd party, which is the leading opposition party in Egypt, over the 
succession to party leader Fu'ad Siraj-al—Din, 90. Yasin Siraj-al-Din, 65, 
younger brother of the leader, is the leading aspirant to the succession. He 
has secretly begun gathering signatures of prominent party members and sup- 
porters, Yasin Siraj-al-Din is currently vying with Nu'man Jum'ah, who is 
currently number four in the Wafd leadership, and ‘'Alawi Hafiz, who are in 
their 60's, Moreover, Ibrahim Faraj and former Justice Mumtaz Nassar, who 
are over 70, have refrained from supporting the contenders, who consider 
themselves to be the youth of the Wafd. In response to this secret activity 
appears another movement which supports Mumtaz Nassar as successor to Fu’ad 
Siraj.al-Din, who is likely to win the succession battle. [Text] [London 
AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 17~23 Sep 86 p 9] /9274 
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KING HASSAN MEETS WITH MOROCCAN JEWS 
London AL-=TADAMUN in Arabic 4-10 Oct 86 p 19 


[Article by Abu Bakr al-Sadiq al-Sharif: "Peres Invites King Hassan II To Take 
Part in an International Conference after Reactions to Ifrane Meeting Subside"] 


[Text] During the last week of the previous month there was a sense of con- 
siderable gratification in Morocco when reactions in some Arab capitals to the 
meeting that took place in Ifrane between the Moroccan monarch and the prime 
minister of Israel subsided. Relations between Morocco and Syria were broken, 
and the unity between Morocco and Libya was dissolved as a result of that 
meeting. 


One of the most prominent manifestations of this sense of gratification was 
illustrated by the fact that the Moroccan monarch received Mr Muhammad 
Abu-al-Qasim al-Zawi, a Libyan minister who resides in Rabat in accordance with 
the Oujda Agreement. Mr al-Zawi conveyed to the king a verbal message from the 
Libyan president. What may have attracted the attention of more than one 
observer in Rabat is the fact that King Hassan received Mr al-Zawi with 
manifestations of Moroccan hospitality and civility, even though the king had 
announced, when the federation betweer. Morocco and Libya was cancelled, that one 
of the reasons for the breakup was Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi's refusal to 
receive his emissaries despite the federation that had been formed by their two 
countries. Thus, the fact that the Moroccan monarch did receive Mr al-Zawi 
reflected the notion that is prevalent among Moroccans about differences in 
points of view between Rabat and Tripoli. In this sense the king's gesture was 
magnanimous. 


Another manifestation of the aforementioned relief was firmly established by Mr 
Khalid al-Haj Hasan's working visit. Mr Hasan is the minister of labor and 
social development in Jordan. Efforts had been made for a long time to find the 
proper place for relations between Jordan and Morocco within the boundaries 
drawn by Arab strategies. Mr Hasan's visit produced agreements between the two 
countries, and brief statements were issued indicating that these agreements 
provided "a framework for fruitful cooperation between the two fraternal 
kingdoms." 


King Hassan II received Mr Sharif al-Din Birzadah, secretary general of the 
Islamic Conference Organization on Wednesday, 24 September. Informed sources 
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told AL-TADAMUN that the two men talked about the preparatory stages that were 
made for the fifth Islamic Summit which is to be held in Kuwait during the 
second half of next January. The talks also dealt with the Islamic role in the 
Arabs' crucial cause. That is the role which Mr Birzadah will coordinate with 
representatives of Islamic capitals during the meetings of the 41st session of 
the United Nations Organization. 


On the same day--in fact, less than 1 hour later--the Moroccan monarch received 
a delegation of the International Association of Moroccan Jews. In addition to 
representatives of Jewish communities of Moroccan origin from the United States, 
France, Spain, Switzerland, Israel, Britain, Brazil and Morocco, the delegation 
included prominent persons from Tel Aviv. These people are Rafa'el ‘'Edri, chair- 
man of the Labor Party's parliamentary contingent; Aharon Abuhatzera, former 
minister of religion and president of the TAMI bloc; Me'ir Shitert, a Labor 
Party leader; Yitzhaq Peretz, a Jewish clergyman; and David Ammar, the general 
secretary of the Council of Jewish Denominations in Morocco and president of the 
International Association of Moroccan Jews. 


David Ammar read in front of the King of Morocco a letter that was signed by 
him; by Robert (Laraf), secretary general of the association; by Rafa'el 'Edri, 
the appointed vice president; and by Serge Berduga, chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee. The following may be cited to summarize what was new in 
this letter:" 


"Everyone--and that means Arabs and Jews--now accepts the notion that all 
agreements have to bring about a solution to the Palestinian problem, which is 
one of the most important elements of the conflict. The Israeli government 
itself now recognizes the existence of the Palestinian people, and it recognizes 
their legitimate rights." 


"Consequently," the letter adds, "our association is committed in its work to 
see to it that the main principles are acceptable and respected by everyone so 
that peace can be extracted from the cycle of crises in which this issue has 

been floundering." 


The king of Morocco's reply to Mr Ammar's letter was significant but brief. His 
most important remark may have been this: 


"Although the message that was read by your president is not comprehensive, it 
does, nevertheless, include positive indicators and promising appeals." 


On Thursday, 25 September al-Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan, president of the United 
Arab Emirates was the first Arab leader to visit Morocco after the Ifrane 
meeting. The Moroccan monarch received him on Friday and hosted a dinner banquet 
in his honor and in honor of the delegation accompanying him. 


Accelerating the pace, the Moroccan monarch received Rafa'el 'Edri, chief of the 
Labor bloc in Israel's Knesset, last Saturday. An official bulletin was issued 
by the Royal Office after the meeting indicating that Rafa'el 'Edri had given 
the king of Morocco a message from Shim'on Peres. In his capacity as spokesman 
for the ruling Labor Party in Israel, 'Edir had suggested during his audience 
with King Hassan II that the king participate in the work of the committee which 
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will make preparations for the international conference that will define the 
conditions for establishing peace in the Middle East. He also proposed to the 
king that Morocco join that conference as a member. 


The bulletin stated that the king had offered two conditions for accepting this 
initiative. First, the parties that are involved in the Middle East question and 
have an interest in it are to participate in the committee, which is making 
preparations for the conference, and in the international conference itself. In 
addition, the five permanent members of the UN Security Council were also to 
participate in the conference. Special emphasis was also placed on the Soviet 
Union's participation. Second, the people of Palestine were to be represented on 
the committee and at the aforementioned conference by the PLO which was 
appointed to do that by the 1974 Arab Summit Conference in Rabat. Subsequent 
summit conferences had supported that appointment. 


News agencies are reporting on the basis of the foregoing that discussions about 
convening an international conference for peace in the Middle East are taking 
place in the hallways of the United Nations. In addition, France Press Agency 
reports that sources close to Shim'on Peres informed it that Mr Peres; supports 
the idea of setting up a committee to make preparations for such a conference. 
Mr Peres affirmed to these sources his wish that King Hassan II play a central 
role in this aforementioned committee. Furthermore, France has announced its 
official support for the idea, and it is believed that Jacques Chirac did convey 
that support to King Hassan II during his visit to Morocco which began on the 
2nd of October. All of this constitutes additional evidence of the sense of 
gratification Rabat is experiencing. It seems that Morocco is on the verge of 
having an impact on events that are of interest to the Arab and Islamic worlds 
before the Islamic Summit is convened in Kuwait. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


MOROCCO 


ALI YATA DISCUSSES IFRANE SUMMIT, OTHER ISSUES 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 15 Jul 86 pp 32-33 


[Interview with Ali Yata, head of the Party of Progress and Socialism: 
"We have Announced our Reservation about the Ifrane Summit"; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] The date that we have agreed upon with Mr Ali Yata to conduct this 
interview, was set before the announcement that Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres was in Ifrane. So, it had to be postponed until all the stands, 
details, and secrets of the surprising summit were clear. 


The Party of Progress and Socialism, that is headed by Ali Yata, was in the 
forefront of those who announced their stand through a leading article in 
"AL-Bayan", the party newspaper. The interview with Mr Yata was not limited 
to the Ifrane summit and its implications but also it included developments 
related to the Sahara question, the Arab Maghreb, relations between 
opposition parties, the parliament and Sebta and Mellila. In his answers, 
Yata was angry at times and calm at others. He is known for his skill in 
debates and discussions. He spoke at all the parliament sessions between 
1977 and 1983, when he was the sole representative of the party. 


The interview with Mr Yata went as follows: 


[Question] The Ifrane summit between King Hasan II and Shimon Peres is the 
hottest issue. As a Moroccan party, how do you look at this summit? 


[Answer] In fact the Moroccan public opinion was surprised by this summit, 
and we also were somewhat surprised. His Majesty had hinted frequently of 
this summit, but what was surprising to us was the timing. We did not 
expect the summit to take place under the present circumstances. 


We look at the summit from two points of view: The first concerns the 
principle of communicating and negotiating, and this to us is an indisputable 
principle. Each side is using force and arms to regain its land and rights. 
The time must come when each should meet his rival and enemy and negotiate to 
convince him of these rights. This is what happened with all freedom 
fighters and all the forces that struggled to liberate their people. This 

is what happened to us in Morocco and to our brothers the Algerians, and to 
other liberation movements. 
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so, as far as the principle of negotiation is concerned, we as men of science, 
law and politics, consider it a sound principle to put an end to war and 
conflict. But there is an important factor that correlates to this principle 
which is the circumstances of the negotiations or communications. No one 
should go to the negotiations table unless the conditions for the success of 
the negotiations are available. We believe that the circumstances 

were not suitable and the conditions for success were nonexistent. This is so 
because the Zionist enemy is in the strong position and we the Arabs, in 

the east and west, are in the weak position, in spite of the human resources 
that we have and the huge build-up of armament and so on, because we are 
fragmented, fighting each other, letting our minor disputes overshadow 

the main dispute and struggle against the Zionist enemy. Also as Arabs, on 
the international level, we have gained true allies but major portions of the 
world's public opinion is not on our side thus far. 


So, we say that negotiations under the present circumtances cannot bring about 
satisfactory results. We also can say that the contact with Peres was not 
intended to negotiate or to pressure the Israelis to recognize the rights of the 
Palestinian people. A summit, especially like this one, will do nothing more 
than widen the gap between the Arab brothers. For these reasons we have 
announced our reservation concerning all the circumstances surrounding this 
summit. 


[Question] No doubt that the summit will have an impact on Morocco's role 
in the Arab world. What is the extent of this impact? 


[Answer] Certainly Morocco's role in the Arab world will be weakened, because 
the Arab reactions were strong and fierce, but it seems to me that everything 
will be back to normal. This is so because Morocco is an Arab state and was 
among the Arabs opposing Israel and will keep doing so in spite of this 
summit. So, 1? believe that the reputation that Morocco has gained through 

its efforts to fight the Zionists will not be wasted. [I am sure that the 

Arab brothers will not blame the Moroccan people because the summit was just 
an initiative aimed toward testing the intentions of the opponents. 


[Question] There is a call for the Arab summit, will it be held? Will the 
Arabs unite? 


[Answer] It seems difficult under the present circumstances to bring about 
Arab unity. You have seen that the reactions were mixed and conflicting. 
With the exception of Egypt, all the reactions were unanimous in condemning 
the Ifrane summit. This means that the possibilities for an Arab summit 
have become limited, very limited. It seems to me that it will be a long 
time before we will be able to clear the Arab atmosphere again and reunite 
the Arab side. So I don't think that any summit will be held soon. 


[Question] Will the Ifrane summit reflect negatively on the Sahara issue? 
[Answer] We didn't expect to solve the Sahara dispute in a few days or at 


this stage anyway, but we were awaiting for our brothers the Algerians, after 
their declarations and their hosting of a symposium for the Maghrebian parties, 
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to take some steps toward the unity of the Arab Maghreb. Nothing of that 
nature had taken place. So, I don't think that the summit will change 
anything concerning those two issues negatively or positively. 


[Question] Whatever happened to the parliamentary consultative council for 
the Arab Maghreb countries? 


[Answer] It is history, because there was no reply to the Moroccan initiative 
either from Algeria or from Tunisia. 


[Question] But were not the declarations made by President Chedli Benjedid 
considered positive? 


[Answer] His declarations were ambiguous, while the Moroccan initiative was 
clear and reaffirmed the demands made by the parties of the Tangier 
Conference which was held in Algeria. The Algerian Liberation Front was one 
of those parties and the host of that conference. What is sought from the 
Algerian brothers is for them to announce their support for the initiative 
clearly and for them to say that they are trying on their part to establish 
this council in spite of the disagreement with Morocco. Personally, I think 
that the Moroccan step will not be followed by similar steps whether from 
Algeria or Tunisia, and I hope I am wrong. 


[Question] Do you believe that conditions in Tunisia and the upcoming 
legislative elections in December were the main obstacles at the time? 


[Answer] This can't be dismissed, but it does not mean that an initial 
stand by either the Algerian or the Tunisian side could not be announced 
considering the importance of the matter. They could have asked for 
postponement until after the Tunisian elections. Instead they remained 
silent and didn't take any stand, except for the declarations made by 
President Benjedid, which can have different interpretations. 


[Question] Everybody was expecting positive repercussions from Morocco's 
approach to the Sahara question. Did you get that feeling when you met with 
the secretary general of the United Nations? 


[Answer] As you know, the Sahara question was the crux of Mr Perez de 
Cuellar's visit to Morocco. He briefed us on the contacts that he had 
conducted in New York, and we explained to him the Moroccan unified viewpoint 
be it that of the head of the state or the leaders of the parties. Everyone 
approves of the right of self-determination for the Sahara population, the 
preparation of a referendum as soon as possible and the acceptance of the 
results of this referendum whatever they may be. The dispute between us and 
Algeria now, is centered around the preparations for this referendum. In our 
opinion (these preparations) were set and scrutinized in Nairobi in the year 
1981 and 1982, and we are ready to respect these arrangements as they were 
agreed upon. 


[Question] What did de Cuellar tell you about the other point of view? 











[Answer] He told us what has already been announced by the leaders of the 
Polisario, before we met him, which was that these negotiations should lead 
to direct negotiations. If they don't then we will not see any positive 
results. 


[Question] Then the negotiations are at a deadlock? 


[Answer] At a deadlock! We don't think so and we hope that this is not the 
case. We the Moroccans believe that it is very important to have the door 
open for communications. Communications made the official stands clezr to 
everybody. What is needed now is to think of how these communications can 

be pursued, until an agreement on the preparatioi's is reached. This will take 
a long time. 


We hope that negotiations and communications will continue between 

de Cuellar and the two sides, because the alternative is a rupture. This 
means the use of force and escalating tension. This is neither in our 
interest nor in Algeria's interest, especially since we have made efforts in 
the military field to the point that we don't fear military threats. 


[Question] I would like to move to the parliament and the relations between 
the parties. It was noticed during the past parliamentary session that the 
opposition parties drew closer together. 


[Answer] In fact the last few months had proved that there was a great deal 

of rapprochement among the political forces that constitute the Moroccan 
opposition. These forces are numerous and various. There is the Socialist 
Union of the People's Forces, and there is our party, the Party of 

Progress and Socialism, and the Independence Party. The parties moved closer 
over a number of important and critical issues, such as the discussion of 

the tax law for companies and so on. This meeting of minds and the common views 
are a sign of goodwill. It is possible for the political observer to notice 

the movements toward unifying the opposition and making it work together 
according to a plan set by all the parties. 


[Question] I have noticed that you ignored the People's Democratic Action 
Organization? 


[Answer] As far as this organization is concerned, we have an opinion that 
we have often stated. 


[Question] But this was before the organization's assembly was held. 


[Answer] To us the assembly did not bring anything new. We were expecting 
that this organization would disclose its identity precisely. This didn't 
happen. We hear that the brothers who belong to the organization say that 
they are communists and Marxists Leninists. If that's so, they should say 

it loud and clear and provide us with the proofs of this identity. Of course, 
we cannot endorse an organization that claims to be communist, and whose goal 
is the destruction of our party which takes the credit for introducing 
socialism to this country forty years ago. 
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[Question] This concerns your bilateral relations. What about your 
relations in parliament? 


[Answer] We deal with any parliamentarian who opposes the political stand 
of the present government, regardless of his identity or affiliation. 


[Question] For example, if a party called for a meeting of all opposition 
parties, Mr Mohammed Ben Said, the secretary general of the Democratic Action 
Organization would attend. Would you attend? 


[Answer] We will not allow ourselves to be an obstacle in the way of 
unifying parliamentarians opposing government policy. So, if a part of the 
opposition took the initiative, we would bless such an action, and we would 
contribute to it despite the presence of the organization's representative 
or any other representatives, even if there were parliamentarians from the 
majority parties, in other words a representative or parliament member such 
as brether Ben Said. 


[Question] There is a rumor circulating that the next parliamentary session 
will be a heated one, especially concerning education. 


[Answer] I am expecting battles during the next session. Education is one 
but not the only battle. There is the issue of food supplies, the issue vf 
wages and salaries, the issue of profit taxation, and the budget. All these 
issues call for struggle through the parliamentary platform. These battles 
will sustain and unite the opposition. 


[Question] Do you think that this will play a role in the development of the 
democratic experiment in Morocco? 


[Answer] Undoubtedly, because the more democratic debates become heated, 
the stronger and larger the opposition becomes. As the opposition expands 
and becomes more active, the foundations of democracy in our country will 
be sustained. 


[Question] The Moroccan labor movement is still fragmented, what is your 
stand on it? 


[Answer] You are aware of our initial stand. We are against any action that 
will divide the labor movement. We condemn anything that contributes to its 
fragmentation. This is what made us resist our brothers (in the labor 
movement) when they formed a union. We were always among the supporters 

of the Moroccan Labor Union and we will be among its advocates as a unionized 
organization. But this does not mean that we support and agree with al] 

that the Union is doing. Also, that does not mean that the Union and its 
actions are free of any weaknesses or deviations. Deviations and mistakes 
are there, but we do not think that justifies the fragmentation of the work 
force. 


We are now faced with the situation that indicates that there are a number of 
unionized organizations, the Union being the largest among them that exist. 
The Democratic Labor Confederation is there and it has its importance. That 
is a fact that cannot be denied. We say that these organizations ought to 
coordinate their efforts and adopt common stands. This will help bring about 
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Suitable circumstances for unifying the labor movement. 
[Question] The Confederation took the initiative more than in that direction. 


[Answer] We are always in favor of that direction, our brothers in the 
Moroccan Labor Union know that and are aware of our efforts. Our brothers 
in the Confederation are aware of our stand. 


[Question] As far as Sebta and Mellila are concerned, it seems that after 
five centuries of Spanish occupation, the Moroccans in the two cities are 
faced with a harsh campaign aimed toward forcing them out. What is your 
role in this matter? 


[Answer] We have an active role which is not limited just to newspapers. 

I am talking here about the Party of Progress and Socialism. Thank God we 
have presence in Sebta and Mellila. Our efforts may be modest and are limited 
by our resources, especially in Mellila where we are trying to preserve the 
Moroccan style of the city and the solidarity of its people. Our party may 
not appear to be a moving force, but it is active and I don't think that the 
other parties are doing the same thing. In any case, our brothers in 

Mellila are not alone. The Moroccan people are on their side. The time must 
come when circumstances would allow Moroccans to contribute more to the 

battle to liberate their occupied land. 


[Question] What is your assessment of the Spanish racial organization 
which surfaced in Mellila calling for the expulsion of Moroccans through the 
use of violence and terror? 


[Answer] We are aware of that, and we say to the Spanish that they are 
playing with fire. This fire will burn them more than it will burn us. We 
have experience in this field, and the conditions will make it easier for 

us to work than it will for the Spanish in Sebta and Mellila. Also our means 
are more effective than theirs. So, if there is an organization that will 
use violence, the Moroccans will not sit idly by. 


[Question] Are you going to use violence too? 


[Answer] Of course, this is not only our duty but also it is our right to 
use violence at the same level. The Spanish government has to take the full 
responsibility of this matter. 


[Question] Our last question concerns the relationship with the Common Market. 
Is this relationship going to move in the direction that Morocco desires? 


[Answer] I do not anticipate that. I think that the removal of Mr Izz al-Din 
Jassus from the ministry assigned to deal with the Market and the elimination 
of that assignment is a sign of failure on the part of the Moroccan policy 
toward this issue. Moroccan officials are convinced that the Market's stand 
is firm and unchangeable concerning the relinquishment of its obligations 
toward the Arab Maghreb in general, and Morocco in particular. We do not 
expect that the Market will change its stand and behavior in the coming months 
or even years. On the contrary we expect things to get more heated. This is 
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because the Market, after it is joined by Spain and Portugal, will be able 
to replace its Moroccan imports from these two countries. It will be 
selfsufficient in food and it may be able to export. 


We believe that the time has come for Moroccan officials to make the right 
decisions, if they draw the right conclusions. They have to seek other new 
open markets. This requires some political courage because to stop dealing 
with the European Market after dealing with it for dozens of years is not an 
easy task. Morocco cannot afford but to take action of that sort. 


13034/9869 
Cso: 4504/405 


19 








JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


SUDAN 


REASONS FOR MILITARY RETIREMENTS EXAMINED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 17-23 Sep 86 p 8 
[Article: "Struggle between Politicians and Military in Sudan"] 


[Text] The reverberations of the Sudanese National Defense Council's decision 
to pension off the commander-in-chief and chief-of-staff and his deputies 
continue to engage the attention of various political circles in the Sudanese 
capital, either for or against the decision. The proponents view the decision 
as a true beginning enabling the armed forces to fulfill their national role. 
They also believe that the April 1985 popular uprising was aborted by the 
participation of certain military figures known for their personal loyalty to 
former Sudanese president Ja'far Numayri in the Transitional Military Council. 


It is noteworthy that Commander-in-Chief General Taj-al-Din ‘Abdallah Fadl and 
Chief-vur-sSicrf Lieutenant General Tawfiq Muhammad Khalil were the only council 
members to retain their positions in the armed forces. Well-informed sources 
indicated that this did not please most Sudanese officers for their stay was 
contrary to a poll taken among the officers by the moral guidance department 
at the direction of retired Major General ‘Uthman ‘Abdallah, transitional 
minister of defense. The poll showed that the majority do not approve of 
Transitional Military Council members retaining their jobs in the armed 
forces. 


Opponents wonder how such a grave decision could have been taken while the 
Council of State and the National Defense Council chairmen were cutside the 
country. They believe that al-Sadiq al-Mahdi took advantage of Mr Ahmad 
Mirghani's visit to Harare to attend the non-aligned summit to issue this 
decision through Idriss al-Banna, vice-chairman of the Council of State and 
its Ummah Party representative. This question, however, is undermined by the 
statement released by Muhammad 'Uthman al-Mirghani, leader of the Democratic 
Union Party, the chief ally of the Ummah Party in the current government, in 
which he emphasized that these changes have met with unanimous approval and 
consent. 


The question that begs an answer is: What caused the dismissal? Al-Mahdi's 
assertion in the statement of discharge was that the army command was 
discharged because of its failure to improve armed forces performance and that 
he had to take control of the dismissal because of the sensitive situation 
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triggered by many rumors and allegations. There are those who believe that 
behind the dismissal was a coup attempt. They substantiate their view by 
alluding to certain movements undertaken by one of the dismissed commanders. 


A high-ranking military source told AL=-MAJALLAH of a disagreement between 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi and the chief-of-staff toward the end of Ramadan when Ummah 
Party members leased from the armed forces a military plane to taken them to 
Darfur to celebrate the holiday with their families, a common practice in 
Sudan. The plane, however, failed to take off at the order of Lt Gen Taj-al- 
Din. This source elaborated that al-Mahdi asked Gen Taj-al-Din to tender his 
resignation, but the latter refused. The source confirms that this incident 
was the last straw between the minister of defense and the commander-in-chief. 


A third possibility was raised by parliamentary majority leader Dr ‘Umar Nur- 
al-Dayim who described these changes as "keeping up with the times and 
affecting all aspects of life in Sudan." 


The fourth possibility is the view held by the opposition in parliment that 
the decision is a preliminary step toward rounding out party elements in the 
armed forces. This possibility, however, is refuted by the fact that the 
government observed the seniority system and valid rules in the armed forces 
in its appointment of significant commands. Moreover, the new commander-in- 
chief, Staff Major General Fawzi Ahmad al-Fadl, has no known political 
interests or tendencies. 


It is noteworthy that the prime minister's busy schedule induced him to give 
up the defense portfolio. Party sources believe that a noted military figure, 
discharged from the armed forces by Numayri, may assume this position. He is 
Lieutenant General 'Abd-al-Majid Khalil. These sources confirm that Khalil 
set the current command's dismissal as a condition for accepting the defense 
portfolio. 


12502 
CSO: 4504/19 


2] 














JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


SUDAN 


INFORMATION MINISTER GIVES VIEWS ON MEDIA'S ROLE 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 17-23 Sep 86 p 11 


[Interview with Muhammad Tawfiq: "Sudanese Minister of Information: We Don't 
Want the Press to 'Tout' the Government"; in Khartoum, date not specified] 


[Text ] Muhammad Tawfiq Ahmad, minister of culture and information in Sudan, 
adopted a controversial decision to suspend AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH newspapers 
indefinitely. Minister Ahmad is a journalist and a well-known columnist. 
This interview took place in Khartoum. 


[Question] Is it not strange that the author of the popular "Embers" column 
should initiate his cabinet term by ordering an administrative suspension of 
newspapers? 


[Answer ] I am the one who is perplexed. If these newspapers belonged to 
their old owners prior to nationalization and they decided to shut them down, 
would such a step have been considered an administrative suspension? The 
whole story is that during the past democratic era the government did not own 
any newspapers. In a democratic system, the press is either independent or 
partisan. When the May government, a totalitarian regime, came to power, it 
wanted to direct the media to serve its own ends. So it nationalized the 
press, retaining AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH to serve Numayri's purpose because he 
was the actual editor-in-chief. Following the uprising, it was decided that 
these two newspapers be placed under the minister of information. The 
transitional government had decided to convert these two publishing houses 
into two companies in which employees held 25 percent of the shares. The 
decision, however, failed to specify who those employees would be and what the 
status of the remaining shares would be and who could subscribe to them: 
parties or individuals and on what bases? 


[Question] So long as a decision concerning these two newspapers was adopted 
in the transitional period, why did you alter the decision? 


[Answer ] The present government decided to reexamine most decisions issued 
during the transition. We have decided to reconsider the decision within the 
framework of reexamining the future of the media as a whole. I, as a 
responsible publisher, have suspended the two newspapers for 3 months to 
examine their future. So as not to impose my personal opinion, the committee 
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chaired by a supreme court judge was formed to determine the future of these 
newspapers and decide whether their shares would be offered tc political 
parties or individuals. My personal opinion is that the government must not 
give up the presses’ so that the Ministry of Information may use them to 
publish cultural and informational works. Regarding AL-AYYAM and AL-SAHAFAH 
as two names, they can be made into a company in which the government can be 
a shareholder if it wished and the rest offered to the public with certain 
restrictions to prevent individual control of the two newspapers 


[Question] Was it not possible for the committee to meet first to make its 
recommendations, in light of which a decision could be made instead of the 3- 
month suspension? 


[Answer] What happened after the uprising is that only the two editors-in- 
chief were dismissed since they were appointed by Numayri, while all the 
other journalists hired in the Numayri era kept their jobs. After that, the 
attribute "national" became associated with journalists. I do not know what 
this term means or from where it came. The impression it created domestically 
and abroad, however, is that these two newspapers reflect government opinion 
While in fact they publish news detrimental to Sudan's foreign relations. 


[Question] Is the idea to convert these two newspapers into official media? 


[Answer ] The newspapers' doors have been opened to everybody. However, 
government opinion has been absent. I do not want the press to "tout" the 
goverment, but rather to present the official point of view on various issues 
and guarantee an exchange of views. On this premise, these newspapers’ did 
more harm than good. Had they been allowed to continue publication with the 
creation of the committee, the committee's work would have been opposed and 
obfuscated. On the other hand, one of these newspapers was losing over 5,000 
Sudanese pounds a day and other divisions were covering the deficit. 


[Question ] You said that the state does not want to monopolize the media. 
Will this principle apply to the rest of the media such as the Sudanese News 
Agency, the radio and TV stations and the SUDAN NOW magazine, whereby the 
government will take its hands off them? 


[Answer] Actually, the goverment, in a democratic era, cannot monopolize the 
mass media. We have started with the press. As for the news agency, it is 
government-owned. But anyone wishing to create a news agency will be given 
the necessary license. As for the radio and TV, although we have a liberal 
democracy, we cannot follow West Europe and America to the letter, 
particularly in a country like Sudan which occupies an area of 1 million 
Square miles and includes diverse cultures and several languages and dialects, 
not to mention the dearth of technical and financial capabilities necessary 
for establishing private radio and TV stations. As for SUDAN NOW, it is a 
cultural magazine. We want to augment such cultural endeavors and plan to 
restore publication of AL-KHARTUM magazine. Therefore, placing AL-AYYAM and 
AL-SAHAFAH presses under the ministry will help us in that. 


23 











[Question] It is rumored that the suspension of these two newspapers has 
given the chance for some new partisan ones to fill the void caused by the 
absence of independent newspapers? 


[ Answer ] This is purely an unintentional coincidence. I personally do not 
have first-hand knowledge of who owns the new newspapers. It is curious that 
the number of newspapers and magazines, political and otherwise, that have 
been licensed since the uprising is 113. Accordingly, any regime that issues 
113. licences for new newspapers and magazines cannot be accused of shutting 
down two newspapers to offer an opportunity to one or two others. 


[Question] The proposed constitutional amendment bill talks about instituting 
precepts for party action. Is there a similar trend toward precepts for press 
and media action? 


[Answer] This is up to the committee in charge of reexamining the structure 
of the Ministry of Culture and Information. This process includes the press 
law, the National Radio and TV Corporation law and the Sudan News Agency law. 
I do not think that the committee will recommend restraining rules under any 
circumstances, particularly since we claim to have democracy. Every newspaper 
is free to write whatever it pleases and the injured parties have legal 
recourse. But neither the ministry nor the minister will direct any newspaper 
to write on any specific subject. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


SUDAN 


ARCHBISHOP WAKO DISCUSSES RELIGIOUS ISSUES 
Khartoum GUIDING STAR in English 25 Sep 86 p 3 


[Interview with Archbishop Gabriel Zubeir Wako, of Khartoum Archdiocese, by 
Nhial Bol Aken] 


[Text] Last Monday the Guiding Star contributor Nhial Bol Aken interviewed 
the Archbishop of Khartoum Archdiocese, His Grace Gabriel Zubeir Wako on 
problems of Religion in the Sudan, 


Guiding Star: Your Grace, in your capacity as Chairman of Sudan Catholic 
Churches and Archbisbap of Khartoum; what are your comments on Sharia Islamic 
laws? 


Archbishop: I think we have talked about the Islamic Sharia laws and I wrote 
several letters to Nimeri government and the Transitional government and con- 
sequently to the present government to abrogate the Sharia laws. In our opin- 
ion Sharia is imperialistic that is why we want laws that keep people equal 

in this country. Sharia makes life difficult for christians. I think people 
cannot say that it is a correct form of Islam but if there is a clear Islam- 
ic method that everybody should follow then the government should not use a 
wrong Islamic method, 


The argument that muslims are the majority is left to the government but the 
muslims are not living alone in this country. I also think any Islamic 
government not supported by non-muslims will not be a government. 


In addition, I think the government can make laws that keep the people com- 
fortable in this country but Islamic laws are not the right laws for this 
country. 


Guiding Star: Does this mean that you are opposed to Sharia Islamic laws? 


Archbishop: As to our government I tell you that Islamic (Sharia) laws are 
not the actual and right laws. 


Guiding Star; As a Christian, what do you think is the main cause of religious 
problems in the Sudan? 





Archbishop: There are many causes of religious problems in the Sudan. I may 
say that claim that religion is a government. Secondly Islam is placed number 
one religion in this country and the animists are muslims in a way to justify 
muslim majority. I think these may be the main causes of our problems for a 
very long time. 


Guiding Star: What protects the right of christians in Islamic countries? 


Archbishop: Only the issues of respect and humanity can protect their rights 
and also religious freedom, 


Guiding Star: Last June the Prime Minister Mr Saddiq el Mahdi told Newsweek 
journalist that he will propose religious autonomy in the Sudan; what is your 
impression on the nature of the proposed religious autonomy? 


Archbishop: Exactly I don't know the nature of that religious autonomy. 


Guiding Star: SPLA/SPLM is said to be a christian movement, would you give 
us the picture of the movement? 


Archbishop: I don't believe that SPLA/SPLM is a christian movement, I mean 
that when a leader of a movement is a christian it does not mean that it is 
automatically a christian movement. Sometimes a muslim can make a coo but it 
does not mean that it is a muslim coo so I think it is the coo of the person 
who made it and not his religion. 


Guiding Star: If so, what do you think is the cause of the 1983 civil war in 
the Southern Sudan? 


Archbishop; I understand that our government did not follow the right chan- 
nel to solve problems especially during Nimeri regime. A good number of people 
had suffered in the hands of Nimeri's government and I think the civil war be- 
gan its development in South Sudan because of political, economic and cultural 
reasons but not religious problem, 


Guiding Star: Southern Christians always complain that muslims mistreat them, 
Would you kindly comment on this? 


Archbishop; Yes, I think that christians are mistreated in their social ways 
of life. Christians in the North are different and even in the South. Since 
1969 up to date, Christians are not allowed to participate in the social 
activities and this may be why they are mistreated. The misunderstanding 
between government and Christians is another aspect because the government 
always support Islamic activities. The government does not support the 
churches. A muslim like Nimeri was committed to his Islamic society and his 
claimed Islamic policies were segregative. 


Guiding Star: Can you estimate the number of Christians in the Sudan? 


Archbishop; Our last estimate wes two million christians in the Sudan. 








Guiding Star; In the Northern Region, some preachers were arrested, can you 
tell us why they were arrested? 


Archbishop: I have no full details about them up to now. I don't know to 
which church they belong. 


Buiding Star: How do you feel about the Sudanair plane which was downed by 
the SPLA over Malakal zone? 


‘Archbishop; Well, religion has no relation with politics but shooting down 

a civilian plane is a crime and the church cannot accept crime or such killing 
of innocent people including children. I think if people struggle to estab- 
lish peace without killing those who are unabel to fight is good but the 
Church, will not accept crime at all. 
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DRS-NEA- 86-12" 
a October 1980 


SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


GARANG USING EGYPTIAN ARMS--A secret meeting was held in Cairo to discuss how 
certain Egyptian weapons and ammunition got into the hands of Colonel John 
Garang's rebels in south Sudan. Mr al-Mahdi's government had seized two rebel 
military positions where Egyptian as well as Israeli arms were found. The 
Egyptian conferees were of the opinion that Eritrean rebels, before the end of 
the seventies, received Egyptian military aid which they turned over to the 
Garang movement 2 years ago, and that the Garang groups had seized weapons 
from Sudanese army units in small battles they fought prior to the downfall of 
the Numayri regime. The weapons were given to the Sudanese army between 1977 
and 1980. Cairo notified Khartoum of this explanation. [Text] [London AL- 
MAJALLAH in Arabic 17 - 23 Sep 86 p 10] 12502 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


TUNISIA 





PARTY ACTION IN UPCOMING ELECTION ANALYZED 


Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 29 Sep 86 p 1, 7 
[Article by 'Abd-al-Latif al-Furati: "Election Fever Rising"] 


(Text ] It may be said that last week was one of preparations for the general 
elections. All parties, including the Destourian Socialist Party (PSD), set 
their election strategy during this week and declared their positions. 


Of all the parties, two parties, which are not recognized, had previously 
declared their positions. 


On the one hand, it was common knowledge that the position of the Popular 
Unity Movement, led in exile by Mr Ahmed Ben Salah, rejects the elections on 
grounds that "participation in them gives credibility to the government." 


Incidentally, a number of this movement's fighters, including leader Mr Abbas 
Hakima, have been under arrest for a week because of pro-Ben Salah placards. 
Movement circles stress that such practices are foreign to them and do not 
figure in their action's framework. 


The second side that has declared its refusal to take part in the elections is 
the Islamists who have stated that "the climate is unfavorable for organizing 
elections in Tunis.” 


Save for these two sides, 5 parties will take part in the elections. But how? 


First and foremost is the PSD that will not offer separate slates for its 
candidates, but rather is seeking to prepare national unity slates to include 
representatives from national organizations, including the Tunisian General 
Federation of Labor (UGTT) whose unification has been expedited in order to 
serve as the labor representative in the unified PSD. 


The PSD is seeking to include in its slate a number of independents and 
familiar faces. Apparently, some contacts have already been made with Dr 
Saadoun Zmerli, chief of the Human Rights Association, who does not seem to be 
anxious to run for elections with any side; Dr Hamouda Ben Slama, the well- 
Known indpendent political figure who ran in the previous elections at the 
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head of a Socialist Democrats slate; Mr Hassib Bin Ammar and also deputies 
Habib Boulares, Ahmed Shtourou and Abdelatif Bukar. 


The PSD convened its central committee on Friday and Saturday to set its 
electoral strategy which will serve as grounds for an agreement with the other 
parties taking part in the National Front slates. 


At the conclusion of such business, President Habib Bourghiba emphasized that 
all efforts will be made to render national unity slates victorious. 


In the opposite arena, that of the opposing independents if you will, we find 
ourselves before four sides: 


- The Movement of Socialist Democrats (MDS), the officially-recognized party 
viewed by observers as the largest and strongest opposition party that 
enjoys major popular support. 


- The Tunisian Communist Party, a government-licensed party. 


- The Popular Unity Party (PUP) which broke away from the Popular Unity 
Movement led by Mr Ahmed Ben Salah and is officially recognized. 


- The Progressive Socialist Grouping, a grouping legally not recognized but 
operates under government forbearance. 


Other than that, it appears that the Arab Nationalist Grouping Movement, led 
for a time by attorney Bechir Essid, has totally disappeared from the scene 
and never had a strong presence. 


The Popular Movement Party was the first party to announce its participation 
through journalists. The movement hoped that this would take place within the 
framework of joint opposition party slates in a way that confers. on such 
parties the actual ability to organize themselves so as to attain results in 
the elections. 


The second party was the Communist Party which, while it criticized the 
current political climate and the lack of propaganda vehicles, believed that 
the elections provided an opportunity that must be utilized in making the 
party's voice heard while underscoring the need for coordination among 
opposition factions. 


The third movement to declare its position is the Progressive Socialist 
Grouping which said that "it decided to run for elections and it called upon 
national and progressive democratic forces to form the widest possible 
electoral coalition to augment the chances of success in an election campaign 
held under difficult circumstances." 


The grouping also said that it "has initiated coordination with progressive 
forces for the sake of joining this campaign under unified slates and would 
work for the consolidation of such coordination to include all opposition 
political and union leaders and parties wishing to participate in these 
elections." 
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The only side left is the Movement of Socialist Democrats which is undergoing 
special circumstances: 


- Its leader, Mr Ahmed Mestiri, is under house arrest which appears to be in 
response to a 4-month jail sentence pronounced against him following a 
demonstration he led against the American attack on Libya last April. 


- The sentence handed down against Mr Ahmed Mestiri deprives the movement of 
its leader and foremost decision-maker at this critical stage as well as his 
candidacy in the elections even though he will be released at the end of his 
jail term early next October. 


As of last night, the Movement of Socialist Democrats had not adopted in its 
national council a final position. Observers, however, believe that it will 
take part in the elections on the premise that it will be the focal point of 
opposition. 


The likely possibilities at present are: 


- The existence of National Front slates with the participation of the 
Destourian Party and various organizations, including the Labor Union. 


- The existence of unified slates for the opposition and certain independents 
and unionists belonging to the leadership that was affiliated with Habib 
Achour. 


- Failure of the opposition to formulate a common ground for forming joint 
Slates, particularly in the wake of the Islamists' absence whereby one 
district may experience competition and multiple slates. 


Some say that the Islamists' decision to sit out the elections is due to some 
extent to their failure to agree on a basis for a joint communique 
acknowledging accomplishments, socialist ones particularly, that underscore 
the safeguarding of and increasing the gains made by women. 
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31 October 1986 


TUNISIA 


FOREIGN MINISTER DISCUSSES GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 4-10 Oct 86 pp 12, 13 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Hedi Mabrouk by Khalil Matar: "We Will Not 
Ask the Palestinian Leadership To Leave; Mohamed Mzali Was Wrong To Run a- 
way" ] 


[Text] Although the time needed for learning the views and orientations of 
any foreign minister, especially if he is a new one and the conversation 
being held with him is the first press interview he is giving, ought to be 
long, so that it will be possible to delve into numerous details and not 
content oneself with generalities, the time the new Tunisian foreign minis- 
ter, Hedi Mabrouk, allotted to AL-TADAMUN was nonetheless sufficient for 
discovering the new Tunisian government's orientations. What is new here is 
the government; as for the orientations, Hedi Mabrouk asserts that they are 
the same, because it is President Bourguiba who determines them. Here is the 
text of the conversation which took place on the sidelines of the Tunisian 
minister's appearance at the activities of the United Nations General Assem- 
bly. 


AL-TADAMUN: In light of the changes that have occurred recently in Tunisia, 
how would you define the general context of the orientations by which your 
country is proceeding? Are you facing the problems one might expect in light 
of these numerous changes? 


Hedi Mabrouk: It is wrong to imagine that Tunisia has taken a new shift in 
its policy in this period. Tunisia's policy has always been founded on Pre- 
sident Bourguiba's well known principles. These principles are concentratod 
on Tunisia's attachment to the faith it has that its present and future are 
part of the Arab world, and there is no doubt about that. 


In addition, Tunisia, besides its attachment to its Arabhood, is committed 
to the policy of openness toward the world in general. Therefore, one cannot 
record any shift in Tunisian policy. What, however, is policy? Does it con- 
sist of stages? These stages are founded on a self-renewing state of af- 
fairs. It is necessary therefore that countries' policies show attention to 
actual conditions, with the self-renewal they entail. 








I would like to direct a question to you, rather than have you continue with 
your question. My question is, whut is it that makes you think that Tunisia 
has taken a shift in its policies? 


AL—TADAMUN: Perhaps it is not a shift, but it could be changes occurring in 
a sudden manner, if you permit me -- : 


Hedi Mabrouk: Please, for heaven's sake, most clearly and frankly. 


AL—TADAMUN: Thank you. President Bourguiba comes out at the Destourian Party 
conference and declares that Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali is his successor. 


Hedi Mabrouk (interrupting): There is no contradiction. Let me answer you 
frankly here. When the president said that his successor was Mr Mohamed Mza- 
li, Mr Mzali was prime minister. As you know, the constitution requires that 
the prime minister be the successor. That was a realistic thing the presi- 
dent said. Then the government changed and the period in which Mr Mohamed 
Mzali was in charge of the Destourian government came to an end. Therefore, 
in execution of the constitution, he is no longer Bourguiba's successor. 
There is no contradiction at all. The mistake is that people of course al- 
ways connect the person to the principle. The principle is what I have 
stated, and it is well known. 


AL-—TADAMUN: Today Mr Mzali is now abroad, and we hear news that he is pre- 
paring to organize an opposition. 


Hedi Mabrouk (interrupting): It is a sad thing. It is a sad thing, because 
it is not possible for someone who has participated and run political af- 
fairs for about 6 years at the head of the government as well as being a 
member of governments in the past, and has played a role in a direct, strong 
fashion in giving focus to Tunisian policy as it is today, then, because the 
period in which he was responsible in the government then ended, to change 
his ideas and start to oppose this government. In this conversation, I do 
not want to make calumnious statements against Mohamed Mzali, because I am 
pained and saddened by what is going on. Perhaps the error Mr Mohamed Mzali 
committed is embodied in his failure to stay in Tunisia. Though he has a- 
voided this idea by running away from Tunisia, what would have been required 
of him? What would have been required of him would be a change in his style, 
because there are operations he carried out, initiatives he presented and 
decisions he took as prime minister which require explanation. When he tried 
to leave Tunisia he was told, "When you answer these things, and when you 
respond to these files, then you can travel, if you want." If Mzali had 
given adequate clarifications on these issues, he would then have been able 
to travel like others who had gone before him in the government like Mr Bahi 
Ladgham or Mr Hedi Nouira. These people participated in the government for 
more than 10 years each and, thank heaven, are living safely today and are 
not being harmed. 


Perhaps Mzali succumbed to a state of fear because one of his sons had be- 
come involved in an activity which required investigation. Perhaps this 
prompted him to be afraid, on top of course of issues he has to talk about 
and explain. Thus the desire of the president and the present government has 
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now assumed the form of having Mzali explain these positions which are 
marred by some obscurity and require explanation. If he had remained in Tu- 
nisia and given an explanation, and had newt acted in anticipation, what 
could have happened, I say. That depends on the explanations he would have 
given. However, that would still have been better than his running away and 
giving these statements he has given. It is not fitting for a man who has 
some national spirit and some respect for Bourguiba, the values that are 
embodied in Bourguiba, and his country Tunisia, for him to leave and distort 
its image, no matter what the reasons were. 


AL-TADAMUN: Could we learn some of the things it was desired Mzali explain? 


Hedi Mabrouk: There is a file containing things connected to his management 
of responsibilities in the administrative and governmental field, and there 
are other issues also related to his conduct as prime minister. The impor- 
tant thing is that people imagine that we have arrived at a degree of back- 
wardness where someone who has managed to become minister must remain minis- 
ter for life and if he has become prime minister must remain prime minister 
for life. This is backward thinking. When the cabinet changes in France, 
England or elsewhere, people consider that that is natural. When it changes 
in our country or another Arab or African country, there always are inter- 
pretations, there are reasons, there are coups and there is a difficult at- 
mosphere. 


Tunisia enjoys total stability, thanks to the presence of President Habib 
Bourguiba at its head. Tunisia is a country which has its personnel, its 
agencies and its course, and at no time do you feel in Tunisia and in any 
places of responsibility that a sort of doubt or anxiety exists. The admin- 
istrative bureaus act and the government progresses. Under supervision from 
Bourguiba, things are proceeding as they should. There is nothing to call 
for the preser.t fears. There might be proof of other countries' love and 
esteem for our country, and if this is the case, then of course that pleases 
us.» However, we are amazed at others when they are amazed at things that are 
of concern to us. 


Therefore, I answer your question frankly: no doubt, obscurity or anxiety 
exists. We have economic problems, as can be found in other countries, and 
perhaps more so, in view of the modest size of our resources. However, we 
are facing that with complete determination and believe that we will triumph 
over the problems and that Tunisia will stand out again as it did and as it 
will remain -- Tunisia, famous for its concern for fraternity, cooperation 
and clarity. 


AL-TADAMUN: Tunisia has recently faced problems from some of its neighbors, 
especially the problems of Tunisian workers who were expelled from Libya. Do 
the initial signs of a solution to these problems exist? 


Hedi Mabrouk: In fact, there has been a serious crisis between us and the 
Jamahiriyah. What gives us grounds for optimism is that at the present time 
numerous expressions of preparedness have appeared on the part of officials 
in the Jamahiriyah, especially officials in this sector specifically. As 
soon as the problems which have resulted in spoiling our relations with 
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Libya disappear it will be commendable if our relations return to normal. We 
in Tunisia are facing problems to which we give absolute priority, and these 
are economic and social problems, including the issue of labor with Libya. 
It now appears that there is preparedness to resolve this problem. Welcome. 


AL-TADAMUN: Have the Libyan officials given you positive answers to these 
new approaches? 


Hedi Mabrouk: There has been an expression of the desire to resolve these 
problems in a manner founded on mutual understanding. 


AL-TADAMUN: Will any meeting take place between officials from your two 
countries soon? 


Hedi Mabrouk: At the present time no issue which we must meet to discuss 
stands out, since diplomatic relations between the two countries have been 
severed. However, contacts exist in Geneva in normal form, through the In- 
ternational Labor Office. God willing, things will develop in the direction 
of a resolution. 


AL-TADAMUN: In other words, when the workers' problem is solved, no other 
problems will exist between you? 


Hedi Mabrouk: The problems that exist constitute the workers and some matter 
concerning some commercial firms on money frozen in Libya; this is what has 
constituted the problems between us. Our desire always is to live with res- 
pect for neighbors, and neighbors' respect for us. 


AL-TADAMUN: Numerous attempts have taken place to solve problems in the 
Maghreb and bring it to a stage of unity. Do you believe that these agree- 
ments -- 


Hedi Mabrouk (interrupting): The most important thing for us is to build the 
Maghreb. When President Bourguiba spelled out to me his instructions regard- 
ing the new responsibilities he assigned to me, these were embodied in three 
elements: 


1. Adherence to solidarity, cooperation and the pursuit of a unified policy 
with our Arab brothers in all Arab countries. It is ridiculous for some 
people to say that Tunisia wants to abandon the Arabic language and abandon 
the Arab orientation. 


2. Orientation of all my efforts to realize the ambitions of successive ge- 
nerations in Tunisia on behalf of the greater Maghreb. 


3. Permanent embodiment in Tunisian efforts toward contact with everyone who 
loves peace and works on its behalf, especially as regards the Palestine 
cause. 


These are his instructions, and this is the policy on which I will focus my 
activity as foreign minister. 


AL-~TADAMUN: We recently heard about limits placed on activities, namely Pal- 
estinian activities in Tunisia. 
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Hedi Mabrouk: If we were obliged to respond to all rumors, we would spend 
days denying a given rumor. As far as this matter goes, Tunisia has shown 
its attachment to the Palestine cause, its affection for the Palestinian 
fighting men and its readiness to support them. All rumors that appear in 
contradiction to this orientation are wrong. 


AL—-TADAMUN: In other words, Tunisia has not requested the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization to move its command headquarters? 


Hedi Mabrouk: It is impossible that any Tunisian would conceive of demanding 
the departure of the Palestinians from Tunisia. If the Palestinians, in the 
context of what they decide themselves, have new approaches regarding the 
reorganization of their ranks, they are free to resolve upon something else. 
Tunisia will not oppose them. Indeed, it will support that, because none of 
us can imagine success for the Palestine cause except through the Palesti- 
nians' use of the means they possess in the diplomatic and combative fields, 
but we have no ideas as far as requesting them to leave is concerned. 


AL-TADAMUN: Finally, your excellency the minister, what general policies 
might you set forth for acting to strengthen your Arab ties and helping to 
emerge from this situation the Arab world is living in? 


Hedi Mabrouk: My task is to support what is to be found in Bourguiba's poli- 
cy. It is wrong for any of us to attribute anything to anyone but Bourguiba, 
because he is the one who has drawn up our foreign policy and constant, firm 
contact with our Arab brothers. This also includes support for all efforts 
and initiatives that exist in the Arab world. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
51 October 1986 


TUNISIA 


BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON NEW AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
Tunis AL-SABAH in Arabic 18 Sep 86 p 3 
[Article: "Who Is The New Air Force Chief-of-Staff?" ] 


[Text] Major General Ahmed Noomane, appointed by President Habib Bourguiba as 
supreme commander of the armed forces and the air force chief-of-staff, was 
born on 6 September 1935 in Tunis. 


He received his secondary education at al-Sadiqi Institute where he earned a 
BA. Tne following year, he passed a test for admission to the Joint Services 
Academy of St. Cir in France and was selected on merit to continue his 
education at the "Salon du Provence" Academy in France from 1956 to 1958 while 
at the same time pursuing his higher education at the Aix-en-Provence college 
(Geography and Humanities Department). 


From 1961 to 1962, Maj Gen Ahmed Noomane attended a radio navigation training 
course in "Aford," France, and in 1963 earned a first degree and a_ second 
degree pilot certificate. In 1965, following another training course in 
Aford, he earned the higher certificate as a third-degree transport pilot. 


From 1971 to 1974, he studied law at the law college in Tunis before enrolling 
in a two-year training course at the Higher War Academy in Paris. 


Maj Gen Ahmed Noomane began his career in 1962 as chief of training at the 
air academy at al-Uwaynah Base. 


From 1966 to 1969, he commanded the South Air Corps in Qabus prior to his 
first assignment to the armed forces general inspector&&e in 1970-71. 


From 1971 to 1974, he was chief of the army's social and guidance department 
and, in 1976, began his national service as army coordinagor. 


From 1978 to 1980, he was detailed to the armed services cooperative and, in 
1981, was named military attache to Madrid before his second assignment to the 
armed forces general inspectorate. 


In late 1985, he was appointed chief of military athletics department, a 
position he held until his recent appointment. 
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Maj Gen Ahmed Noomane currently holds the position of chief of the liaison 
office of the military athletics international council, North African branch. 


He received the republic medal of the 3rd order and the military medal of 
honor. 


He is married and father of four children. 
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TUNISIA 
CARTOON DEPICTS FRANCE'S COUNTERTERRORISM EFFORTS 
Tunis DIALOGUE in French 22 Sep 86 p 46 
[Cartoon] | a 








1. Committee of Solidarity for Arab and Middle Eastern Political Prisoners 
(CSPPA) 
2. Justice and Vengeance Front in Beirut 
3. Terrorism 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


TUNISIA 


WEAKNESSES OF DOMESTIC OPPOSITION NOTED 
Tunis AL-ANWAR AL-TUNISIYAH in Arabic 21 Sep 86 p 4 


[Article: "Before the Legislative Elections: Disputes Fragment the Opposi- 
tion" ] 


[Text] AL-ANWAR has learned that the disputes which recently became apparent 
among the parties to the Tunisian opposition, which have resulted in the 
failure to reach agreement on going into the coming legislative elections in 
unified lists, have also led to internal party disputes. AL-ANWAR has also 
learned that these internal disputes, in turn, came to the fore some time 
ago and that one of their direct consequences is that rifts have occurred at 
the base in the context of specific bodies. Perhaps the first party to be 
harmed was the Tunisian Communist Party, which is rumored to have lost a 
large part of its base, especially in the mining areas. 


The Communist Party was not the only body to be harmed. Indeed, news has 
been received to confirm that the other parties have experienced the same 
occurrence and that regional opposition officials are trying to conceal this 
rift and convince the renegades to reflect and rally more and more around 
the opposition. 


As far as the capital goes, we have learned that the internal party dis- 
putes, although they have not become apparent to the eye and departed from a 
narrow context, have started to appear and are now perhaps the subject of 
discussion among major party leaders and other party personnel. It appears 
that the reasons for these disputes which it had been expected would occur 
in more than 6 months are: 


The call for heightened activity and confrontation on some people's part. 
The conviction of some other people (especially the leaders) that one must 
control oneself and wait, in the chance that a sign of relaxation might 
appear on the horizon which would ultimately offer a declaration of the de- 
cisionmaking circles' intentions. 


Numerous Reasons 


There is also a belief that the reason for this rift, which will become more 
visible in the next few days, is not attributable just to the opposition's 
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fragility, its handling of events by reflection only and its big wager on 
what it might be given by the government, but also may be attributed to: 


Its loss of a center of gravity (the Tunisian General Federation of Labor) 
which helped it in every way in the past when its conditions were normal. 


The old "legitimate" leadership's reluctance to help the opposition, materi- 
ally or morally, in the current circumstances. 


The other national (human rights, youth of all categories, professional) 
organizations' contentment with verbal aid and the severance of their con- 
tact with the opposition parties. 


Their loss of those papers which they owned to actually [sic] or help. Al- 
though these reasons (objective and subjective) are considered the main 
causes of what has happened, the opposition (especially the leaders) are 
inclined to explain their situation by two things, first the mentality of 
the Tunisian citizen himself, which reflects and does not move on to action, 
and second the economic and political salvation process on which the ruling 
party has embarked in the wake of the holding of its 12th conference in the 
summer and its production of slogans which the opposition had intended to 
exploit prior to the legislative elections, including the struggle against 
bribery and misconduct and the final elimination of a number of figures who 
bore responsibility and were the source of the people's anger, which was 
"dispelled" when they were removed, leaving the opposition offbase and caus- 
ing it to seek another alternative which it has not yet found. 


Each Party Has Its Excuses 


The other parties, especially those calling for heightened activity, point 
out that all the remaining reasons can be ranked as follows: the opposi- 
tion's failure to deal with events because of its bureaucratic nature, which 
has left the initiative with the extremist groups and spoiled the whole 
"same" for the legal opposition, then the appearance of a "new political 
wave advocating independence," which belongs neither to the regime nor the 
opposition, guaranteeing it the affection of the regime, since even the "la- 
bel" appeals to it and does not cause it much anxiety. It has also, in the 
least case, guaranteed it the attention of the voters, and they are the 
first ones to know that the social, political and intellectual conditions 
which would enable the opposition's appeals to be realized in their context 
do not exist. 


Therefore people's feet have sunk into the shifting sand, and charges have 
begun to be traded, this time from within. Some people consider the opposi- 
tion's actions a sort of writing on sand which is obliterated by the light- 
est of winds, while some others regard it as plowing water, which is the 
height of folly. However, a few, who are the most optimistic, consider that 
clouds do not come before rain and that these disputes are only the issuance 
of a permit for a new era. These others point out that the source of their 
optimism can be ascribed to the acknowledgment of a fact, the gist of which 
is that the disputes which become serious as they are the ones which have 
led to the rift do not infringe on the broad lines from whose premises a 
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certain group has agreed to go into opposition and act in its framework; 
indeed, they arise from a difference in views over certain issues, in some 
circumstances, such as the issue of whether or not to participate in the 
legislative elections, and there are some people who consider it an opportu- 
nity which must be exploited. There also are people who see an opportunity 
to impart more legitimacy to the regime, in justifying its stifling of its 
opponents. 


However, what is firm and certain is that the causes of the dispute go be- 
yond this framework. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/8 


42 








JPRS-NEA-86-137 
51 October 1986 


ISRAEL 


AID TO PAKISTAN IN REFURBISHMENT OF MIG'S 


Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 9 Sep 86 p 5 


[Text] Israeli aeronautical engineers, employed by Grunman in Long Island, 
may help the company in refurbishing Mig 21 planes for the Pakistani Air 
Force. 


The Mig 21, is the most common fighter plane in the world. Since 1961, the 
initial production year, the USSR has supplied thousands of these planes to 22 
countries. The Chinese, too, naving received permission to produce the plane 
themselves, have sold it to many countries under the name of F7. 


Pakistan has acquired hundreds of Mig 21's from the Republic of China. Now 
they are considered obsolete. Several months ago Pakistan approached several 
American companies requesting information on whether they could refurbish the 
planes and improve them among others by replacing their Russian or Chinese 
engines with American made engines. 


Two companies, Grunman and Boeing, are evaluating the request and its 
feasibility. They like the idea because after refurbishing the Pakistani 
Mig's they may be able to refurbish other countries' Mig's, countries whose 
relations with the Soviets are not as good as they were when they first 
acquired the planes. 


If Grunman takes it upon itself to refurbish the Mig's, it will utilize the 
knowhow of Israeli engineers working for it. Many of them came from aerospace 
industry and have wide experience in improving older fighter planes in use by 
the Israeli Air Force. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


ISRAEL 


SHAMIR TO ESTABLISH SIX SETTLEMENTS AS PREMIER 


Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 10 Sep 86 p 1 


[Text ] Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir intends to 
fully implement the settlement sections, as delineated in the coalitionary 
agreement between the Labor and Liqud and the underlying goals of the national 


unity government, once the rotation of the premiership takes place in mid 
October. 


HA'ARETZ reporter learned that Shamir intends to establish the six settlements 
which it was agreed to found during the first year of the national unity 
government. In talks that Shamir has been holding with members of the Herut 
movement he has’ been making clear that he intends to fully implement the 
agreement on establishing 27 settlements during the tenure of the national 
unity government. 


Shamir maintains that for one reason or another Peres prevented the 
implementation of these sections of the agreement, while he, as prime 
minister, will give them high priority. Shamir's office stressed that as 
premier he would closely implement the coalitionary agreement and _ the 
underlying goals of the national unity government. According to Shamir's 
spokesmen, Peres and Labor leaders have been in violation of the agreement by 
not establishing the settlements, while he, Shamir, has no intention of 
violating the agreement on this issue, but on the contrary, implement it. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


ISRAEL 


WATFR SYSTEM SAID TO BE ON VERGE OF CRISIS 


Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew No. 52, 3 Sep 86 pp 29-30, 35 


[Text] Israel's water system is on the verge of a crisis. Pessimists claim 
that it is already well underway. In order to understand the roots of this 
crisis, it should be recalled that Israel's water system is facing a 
geographic, social and economic situation unlike no other. The present crisis 
is due to the specific climatic conditions of a country which borders’ the 
desert, where water is the backbone to the expansion of settlement, based 
primarily on agriculture. 


Irrigated land in Israel amounts to 2.2 million dunums, with an annual 
consumption of 1.3 billion cubic meters (which constitute 70 percent of total 
consumption). Most of the water sources are in the northern part of the 
country, while most of the agricultural areas are in the center and in the 
south. Underground water reservoirs can be found in the agricultural areas in 
the center of the country and in the more populated areas. These are subject 
to continued contamination. 


What caused the present water system crisis? 


1. Three consecutive drought years with an average rainfall of 76 percent of 
the multi-year average. As a result, the replenishing of the underground 
water reservoirs has been reduced to 50 percent of the normal rate. 


2 Overutilization of water reservoirs. In the past 15 years the amounts 
consumed were larger than the amounts replenished. The average annual rate of 
replenishing was 1.7 billion cubic meters, while the total amount consumed was 
1.9 billion cubic meters. Thus there was an accumulated annual deficit. In 
the course of the years that total deficit has added up to almost a whole 
year's needs. 


As a result of these two factors taking place simultaneously, coupled with a 


reduced pace in developing new water sources, Israel can expect, for the first 
time ever, shortages in water for irrigation and difficulties in supplies of 
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drinking water. If there is no change this may bring about a deterioration 
and destruction of the water reservoirs by the end of the century. 


Status of Principal Water Reservoirs 


In Israel there are 3 main water reservoirs, 2 ground-water reservoirs 

and one above-ground source. These sources supply 1.3 billion cubic meters 
annually. The table below shows the potential of these sources compared with 
their utilization. By potential the author means the total amount of water 
available which will not cause the deterioration of the source. 


Water Utilization 1980-1985 (in million cubic meters) 


Source Annual Annual Excess 

Potential Output Output 
1980-1985 1980-1985 

Sea of Galilee 

& upper Jordan 575 600 25 

Coastal Aquifer 283 352 69 

Yarqon-Taninim 

Aquifer 330 385 55 

Other renewable 

sources 522 530 8 

Annual total 1,710 1,867 157 


The Sea of Galilee 
This is the main above-ground water reservoir in Israel. 


At the end of March 1986 the water level of the Sea of Galilee was down to 
-211.17 meters below sea level, compared with an average level of -209.69 
meters during 1972-1985. In other words, the season started with a shortage 
of 1.48 meters. This translates to a deficit of 220 cubic million meters for 
the Sea of Galilee alone. 


Water from the Sea of Galilee is used primarily for agriculture in the Negev 
(via the National Viaduct). During winter months large amounts (about 70 
million cubic meters) are pumped into the various aquifers in order to 
replenish them after the summer and in order to increase their overall 
potential. In the past year this has been discontinued and it was decided to 
let the level of the Sea of Galilee fall another 50 cm., or toa level of 
-212.50. Each m. in the level of the Sea of Galilee translates to 160 million 
cubic meters. 


A lower level of the Sea of Galilee does not just mean less water in this 


particular reservoir, but a deterioration in the quality, which means 
primarily a higher salt content. In recent years high salt spring water, 








flowing in the area of the Sea of Galilee, was pumped to a point beyond the 
lake. This resulted in a reduction of the salt content of the Sea of Galilee 
from 320 mg. chlorine per liter to 210 mg. This activity has_ been 
discontinued and is expected to raise the salt content by one percent 
annually. A controlled water level of the Sea of Galilee prevents an over 
flowing of salty spring water into the lake (the flow of springs located on 
the bottom of the Sea of Galilee is influenced by the water level). It is 
also aimed at preventing a sharp increase in the chemical and biological 
contamination of the water. There is a very delicate biological balance of 
the food chain of fish, algae and other nutrients on the bottom of the lake. 


The Coastal Plain Ground-water Reservoir 


This reservoir stretches along the coast from the Karmel slopes to the north 
to the Gaza Strip in the south and from the Mediterranean to the west to the 
central foothills on the east. This reservoir has suffered continued, 
accumulated deficits ever since it has been tapped, and especially after its 
one)time sources, those not replenished by annual rainfall, have been 
utilized. The over utilization of the layers of ground which carry the water 
(the aquifer) has resulted in the penetration of sea water, to the distance of 
1 km. from the shore. This has caused many wells, in increasing numbers, to 
become unusable. 


The process of deterioration of the water in the coastal plain aquifer is 
irreversible. In addition to salination there are several other factors with 
a similar trend: 


1. Most of the Israeli population can be found along the coast. The 
populated areas are built on the sandy areas, which, in the past, have been 
the main areas where rain water seeped into underground reservoirs. 


2 Accumulated waste material, from the various human activities, finds its 
way to the treatment plants, all of which are in open areas. These form a 
vast source of contamination to the sandy aquifer, since rain water goes 
through these plants as it seeps to the underground reservoirs. 


36 Agricultural activity above the reservoir causes nitrate poisoning of the 
aquifer. Recently several wells have been found to be unfit: for human 
consumption, although they can still be utilized for irrigation. 


These processes and the continued over utilization, especially in the last 3 
years, may render parts of this aquifer unfit for any use. 


The Yargon-Taninim Ground-water Reservoir 
This aquifer stretches from the sources of the Taninim River (the Karmel 


foothills) to the 'Arad-Beer Sheva region and somewhat further south. It 
contains the best drinking water in the country. 


This is a Karstic named after a Yugoslav region and denotes several natural 
chemical aging phenomena. The process entails the dissolution of calcium 
rocks by water containing a weak solution of carbon dioxide turned into a weak 











carbonic acid. The process causes the rocks to be hollowed out. There are 
both above ground and hidden Karstic landscapes. In Karstic reservoirs, the 
proceses involving water flow and the qualitative changes in the water, take 
place at high rate of speed and therefore there is a danger that improper 
utilization, especially under present conditions of the aquifer, may be 
catastrophic. 


The water level at the Yarqon-Taninim aquifer in March 1986, as concluded from 
test drilling, point to an amount, at the start of the season, which is 3.5 m. 
lower than the multi-year average. This water level is particularly low,about 
1.3 meters lower than has ever been recorded at the beginning of a season. 
Because of the continued need for weter, even after quotas have been 
drastically reduced, it was decided to continue pumping water from this 
aquifer in spite of its record low. Here, too, salination can occur, whether 
from the sea to the north of the aquifer or from other salty water dependent 
on this aquifer in the center and the south. Signs of salination can already 
be detected. 


Possible Solutions 


When the state was established experts and those responsible for the water 
system started looking for long range solutions to the water problem. 


Solutions focused mostly on improvement in the distribution system and its 
reliability and in increasing the potential, in order to transfer as _ much 
water from the winter season to the summer season, and from rainy years to 
drought years, where the difference in rainfall can be tenfold. 


Agriculture in Israel, especially the importance of summer crops (cotton), has 
reduced the irrigation season to the four summer months, when higher amounts 
of water are needed. This required vast investments in the pipe diameter and 
the pumping machinery in order to address the needs of these months. This in 
turn caused delays in the development of new water sources for later periods. 
Today development is behind schedule, especially in the development of 
recycling plants. This entails re-utilization of water which heretofore was 
considered unusable sewer water. The recycling includes cleaning up of the 
water to meet health standards as set for various uses, especially 
agriculture. 


The immediate solution for the water shortage is lowering of quotas for all 
purposes. This year the government decided on a reduction of 10 percent (200 
million cubic meters) for all segments. If water shortages continue, there 
will be further cutbacks. Those wil’ have to be evaluated and the makeup of 
agriculture may have to be planned with much more attention paid to the water 
factor. 


The methods for charging water --which sets rates for all water, for 
agriculture and for home consumption-- will also have to be _ revised. The 
state will have to decide how to subsidize its various activities whether by 
water rates or in other ways, by directly subsidizing activities with 
national, economic, political or other goals. 
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Urban consumers pay the full cost of water, but even there the situation needs 
to be corrected in the form of the development of a closed water system, from 
a financial and distribution standpoint, in order to ensure a reliable water 
distribution system, free of loss or other waste. 


Massive education also has to continue in order to promote economic 
utilization of water in all sectors. 


The long range solution is massive investments in the development of new water 
sources, over and above the existing ones: 


1. Recycling of water for agricultural uses. There is a potential of 150 
million cubic meters, in addition to what is now being recycled. 


2 Collecting flood water. 


36 Separation of networks for drinking and other purposes, which will enable 
the utilization of lower quality of water for those needs which do not require 
drinking water standards. 


4, Location and utilization of more underground reservoirs. 


5. Further research and development of desalination methods for high saline 
water, water with chlorides varying from 400 to 4,000 mg. per liter. 
Generally water with this mineral content is unfit for either agriculture or 
for drinking. 


6. Further research and increased development in methods which may increase 
the amounts of rainfall. 


All these, as was mentioned, are long range activities. In the meantime, 
Israel is embarking on a long period where there will be no water reserves. 
This mandates a substantial change in the whole quota system. 


Beyond this, it should be remembered, that a water system cannot be managed at 
a deficit. A balance has to be maintained between utilization and 
replenishing of the water sources. The supply has to be improved and demand 
has to be tampered by more economic use of water and maximum saving thereof. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


KUWAIT 


IRAN-IRAQ WAR HEADS ISSUES DISCUSSED WITH ITALIAN PRESIDENT 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 14 Sep 86 pp 1, 21 


[Article: "France's Minister of Foreign Affairs Says, 'Mitterand's Visit to 
Kuwait Illustrates Good Relations between the Two Countries;' Sabah al-Ahmad 
Reviews Regional Issues and the Gulf War with Italy's President" ] 


[Text] Al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, deputy prime minister and minister of foreign 
affairs discussed international conditions and Middle East problems with Italy's 
President Francesco Cossiga. The Iraq-Iran war, its effects on total conditions 
in the Gulf, and the threat it poses to world peace headed the topics of 
discussion. Both sides agreed that it was necessary to make every possible 
effort to stop this gory war and settle the conflict peacefully. 


During his meeting with the Italian president, which was held when al-Shaykh 
Sabah al-Ahmad visited Italy, the Arab-Zionist conflict as well as the 
Palestinian question were ciscussed. Both topics were discussed in the light of 
recent developments in the region. 


The Italian president affirmed his country's interest in coordinating activities 
with European countries so that all possible efforts could be made to contribute 
to a solution to both problems, and the foundations of world peace and stability 
could be laid. 


President Cossiga asked al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad to convey his warm personal 
greetings to the Prince and the people of Kuwait. He also asked him to convey 
Italy's appreciation of the major role Kuwait is playing to bring about 
Stability in the Arab region, and he expressed appreciation for what Kuwait has 
been doing for this region's development and progress. 


On the other hand Mr Jean Bernard Raymond, France's minister of foreign affairs 
expressed his satisfaction with the good level of relations between France and 
Kuwait. He said that the visit to France tomorrow--Monday--by the deputy prime 
minister and minister of foreign affairs illustrates the cordial and fruitful 
relations that link both countries together. He said the visit illustrates their 
continuing cooperation in political, economic and cultural areas. 


Naymond indicated that he would be delighted to receive al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad 
in Paris. He said, "I will indicate to him the extreme importance we attach to 





friendly and cooperative relations between our two countries. These relations 
are developing in a very satisfactory manner." 


Regarding relations between GCC and EEC countries and the prospects for solving 
the problem of Gulf petrochemical exports, the French minister mentioned 
France's constant support for cooperation between the two groups. He said, 
"France, which hailed the birth of the GCC in 1981, considers the GCC a 
principal partner in political and economic areas, just as other countries that 
are members of the EEC do. 


"The meeting which will be held in New York soon for foreign ministers of EEC 
countries will emphasize the importance these countries attach to the develop- 
ment of these relations." 


The French minister added, "I am aware of the kinds of problems that are raised 
by the introduction of petrochemical products into the Gulf countries. This, of 
course, constitutes an important aspect of relations. I hope that a prompt and 
an acceptable solution can be found. Let the Gulf countries know they can depend 
on France's participation to see to it that their interests are taken into 
consideration." 


KUNA asked Raymond to comment on his country's position on developments in the 
Gulf conflict, and it asked him about Kuwait's efforts to achieve a peaceful 
settlement for the war. 


He replied, "The protraction of this cruel and destructive war is a serious 
source of worry for both Kuwait and France. France has always expressed its 
support for an end to the fighting and for starting negotiations to settle the 
dispute between the two parties. France was actively involved in issuing UN 
Security Council resolutions regarding this conflict. It is willing to 
participate in the international community's efforts to assist Iraq and Iran and 
to help these two important countries settle their dispute as soon as possible." 
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JPRS-NEA~86-137 
51 October 1986 


KUWAIT 


ECONOMIC COOPERATION, IRAN-IRAQ WAR DISCUSSED WITH FINLAND 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 13 Sep 86 p 3 


[Article: "Sabah al-Ahmad Met President Koivisto, Traveled from Helsinki to 
Rome, Discussed Middle East Question and Iraq-Iran War with Finnish Officials; 
Deputy Prime Minister Affirms That World Peace Is a Whole Proposition That 
Cannot Be Divided"] 


[Excerpts] After a one-day visit to Finland, Al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir, 
deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, left Helsinki yesterday 
oa his way to Rome. 


Mr Paavo Vayrynen, Finland's minister of foreign affairs and a number of senior 
officials in Finland's Ministry of Foreign Affairs saw the Kuwaiti official off. 
"Abd-al-Muhsin al-Da'ij, Kuwait's ambassador to the Soviet Union, who was 
transferred to Finland, was also on hand to see al-Shaykh Sabah Ahmad al-Jabir 
off. 


Al-Shaykh Sabah had met yesterday morning with Finland's President Mauno 
Koivisto. The two men talked about bilateral relations between Kuwait and 
Finland, and they discussed development of those relations. 


Al-Shaykh Sabah offered President Koivisto the condolences of Kuwait's govern- 
ment and people on the death of Finland's former president Urvo Kekkonen. 


Al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad had placed a wreath on president Urvo Kekkonen grave 
yesterday. 


Yesterday's itinerary included a concurrent meeting between members of the 
Kuwaiti delegation accompanying al-Shaykh Sabah and a representative of the 
government in Finland. Mr Ahmad al-Ibrahim, a consultant at Kuwait's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and Mr Ibrahim al-Dhurban from the Public Organization for 
Investment met with a representative of Finland's government in the investment 
and economic sector. Mr Kamil al-Harmi, from Kuwait's Petroleum Corporation, 
also met with an oil sector representative in the government of Finland. 


These concurrent talks were described as favorable. 
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Talks between Finland and Kuwait had started in the evening, 2 days ago. 
Al-Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, 
and Mr Vayrynen, Finland's minister of foreign affairs, discussed bilateral 
relations between Kuwait and Finland and how these relations can be streng- 
thened. The two men also talked about economic cooperation between the two 
countries. 


Mr Vayrynen hosted a dinner banquet in honor of al-Shaykh Sabah. In a speech 
delivered during the banquet President Vayrynen affirmed Finland's admiration 
for and appreciation of Kuwait's foreign policy. 


On the other hand, Finland's minister of foreign affairs re-emphasized his 
country's well-known position on the Middle East question as he expressed his 
appreciation for Kuwait's efforts to find a just and comprehensive solution to 
the Iraq-Iran conflict. 


In the address he delivered during the banquet, al-Shaykh Sabah had expressed 
his hope that Finland and the countries of northern Europe double their efforts 
to find immediate and just solutions to the questions of security and world 
peace, including the Middle East crisis and the Iraq-Iran war. 


Al-Shaykh Sabah's visit to Finland is considered the first official visit by a 
high-level Kuwaiti official to the Republic of Finland. 


Al-Shaykh Sabah had arrived in Finland 2 days ago, coming from East Berlin where 
he had conducted two rounds of talks with Oskar Fischer, the minister of foreign 
affairs in the German Democratic Republic. These talks dealt with bilateral 
relations between Kuwait and the German Democratic Republic as well as economic 
cooperation between the two countries. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


KUWAIT 


AMBASSADOR TO PRC DESCRIBES ECONOMIC COOPERA‘IION 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 11 Sep 86 p 2 


[Interview with Mr 'Abd-al-Hadi Hajji al-Mahmid, ambassador to the PRC: "Our 

Ambassador to China 'Abd-al-Hadi al-Mahmid Says, ‘Kuwait's Relations with the 
PRC Are Good in All Areas; Chinese Policy Is Characterized by Its Support for 
Arab Causes and for the Palestinian Cause';" in the People's Republic of China; 
date not specified] 


[Excerpts] Mr 'Abd-al-Hadi Hajji al-Mahmid, Kuwait's ambassador to the People's 
Republic of China, [PRC] affirmed that relations between Kuwait and the PRC were 
good and growing in all areas. He added, "The PRC's policy is characterized by 
its supportive and constant stances on our just Arab causes, chief among which 
is that of Palestine, the Arabs' foremost cause." 


In an exclusive interview with AL-QABAS Ambassador al-Mahmid said, "Our leaders 
in Kuwait have points of view that are almost identical to those of the Chinese 
leaders on many issues and matters that are of interest to the entire world and 
to the Third World in particular, where the means by which problems are solved 
are a matter of concern." The interview which AL-QABAS conducted with Kuwait's 
ambassador to the People's Republic of China follows. 


It Is Easy To Communicate 


[Question] Do the differences between China's and Kuwait's systems, ways of 
thought and language make it difficult for you to communicate with officials in 
that country? What are the channels of communication? 


[Answer] There are neither problems nor difficulties in communicating with 
Chinese officials. Differences in systems, ways of thought and language do not 
create any embarrassments. We meet with Chinese officials and talk with them 
about anything that is of interest to us whenever that is necessary. The Chinese 
people respect other countries' systems, and they do not interfere in their 
affairs. Also, all departments of government and all ministries and organiza- 
tions have Chinese translators who speak many lanzuages fluently, including our 
own Arabic language. 





Relations Are Good and Growing 


[Question] Can you evaluate political and economic relations between Kuwait and 
China at the present stage? What are the prospects for bilateral cooperation in 
the next stage? 


[Answer] Kuwait's relations with the PRC are good and growing in all areas. 
China's policy is characterized by its supportive and constant stances on our 
just Arab causes, chief among which is that of Palestine, the Arabs' foremost 
cause. Our leaders in Kuwait have points of view that are almost identical to 
those of the Chinese leaders on many issues and matters that are of interest to 
the entire world and to the Third World in particular, where the means by which 
problems are solved are a matter of concern. 


As far as our economic and trade relations with the PRC are concerned, growth 
has been noticeable recently, and cooperation between the two countries has been 
closer. The volume of trade between Kuwait and China has grown, approaching 100 
million U.S. dollars. The Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development has also 
provided funding for 14 Chinese projects in the PRC, offering these projects so 
far loans amounting to approximately 300 million dollars. Last year, an agree- 
ment was signed between Kuwait and Tunisia on one side and China on the other to 
build a petrochemical plant in a Chinese city close to Beijing. The Arab party 
to that agreement will contribute 60 percent of the cost, and the Chinese party 
will contribute 40 percent. After implementation of the open door policy and 
economic reform was well underway in China, officials in both countries visited 
each other. Kuwaiti businessmen and investors also met a number of Chinese 
officials in Kuwait and Beijing and consulted with them about developing, 
changing and strengthening trade relations between the two countries. The 
businessmen discussed the possibility of investing Kuwaiti capital in the PRC. 
Leaders in both countries encouraged that step. 


The most recent of these meetings between the businessmen of both countries was 
that symposium on investment procedures in the PRC which was held recently in 
Kuwait. That symposium was attended by China's Zhang Jingfu, member of 

China's State Assembly for Economic Affairs, who was accompanied by a large 
number of senior officials in duly qualified ministries and Chinese institutions 
interested in such matters. At that symposium the Chinese proposed approximately 
60 investment projects: 18 were selected for consideration, and projects that 
would be found suitable were to be selected [for implementation]. We feel that 
both parties have a sincere desire to strengthen this cooperation between Kuwait 
and the PRC in a manner that would be advantageous to both countries and their 
interests. 


Broad Field of Investment 


[Question] What are the fields in which Kuwaiti investments can be made in the 
PRC? 


[Answer] Investment fields in the PRC are broad, particularly in the area of 
establishing joint tourist and commercial projects such as construction of 
luxury hotels, housing complexes and large shopping centers. Such projects are 
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guaranteed, and they yield a faster return. There are other, numerous industrial 
projects which were presented by the Chinese delegation to businessmen and 

investors in Kuwait and the Gulf when they participated in the symposium which 
was held in Kuwait last May. Our newspapers covered that symposium at that time. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


LEBANON 


FADIL ON RESOLUTION 425, UNIFIL, SITUATION IN SIDON 


Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 22-28 Sep 86 


[By Amal Fadlallah] 


[Text] 


The Amal Movement supports 
UNIFIL and Resolution 425, while 
Iran and the pro-iranian Shiites 
are totally opposed to it. In this 
light, do you expect Inter-Shiite 
clashes to erupt? 

The Amal Movement does not 
support the continued presence of 
UNIFIL independently of Resolution 
425. The presence of this force in 
South Lepanon is aimed at the 
implementation of Resolution 425 and 
we may not separate between the two. 
Resolution 425 stipulates a total, 
unconditional Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon, as it provides for Lebanon's 
independence and sovereignty. 

UNIFIL is here to implement this 
resolution and preserve international 
peace and security and the 
reservations of our brothers in 
Hezballah focuss precisely on this 
latter clause, and not on that stipulating 
the Israeli withdrawal. This is where the 
difference between Amal and 
Hezbaliah lies, for Amal considers that 
international peace and security do not 
necessarilyguarantee !srael’s security 
Indeed, Amal, which does not 
recognize Israel as a legal presence, 
was the first to raise the slogan «Israel 
is an absoluteevil’’, and the first to say 
that dealing with Israel is forbidden. 

There is a difference in political views 
between us and Hezballah, and views 
must. not necessarily be identical 
within the same camp. We know of 
differing views inside the Christian 
camp for example, where those 


factions loyal to the Lebanese Forces 
are calling for the creation of cantons, 
while other Christians favor the unity of 
land and people. 

Back to our camp, there is a 
difference in political views, Dut not 
around the issue of Israel. 


Resolution 425 was issued in 1978, 
and the fact that it is being disputed 
now may he related to regional 
circumstances or certain political 
pressures serving long-term olans to 
which we are not opposed. But that 
does not mean that this resolution is a 
cause of deep disagreement between 
Amal ard Hezbailah. For Hezballah 
does not object to an Israeli withdrawal 
and only recently a number of 
resistance operations were launched 
jointly by Amal and Hezbailah. The fact 
that Amal supports implementation of 
Resolution 425 does not mean it will 
stop attacking Israel, and Hezballah, 
which rejects this resolution, will 
similarly go on harrassing Israel. This 
also shows that UNIFIL cannot deter 
the efforts towards liberation, but that it 
iS an international witness to all the 
violations taking place in South 
Lebanon. 

Now some members of this force 
may be Israeli agents, but there also 
are some people there with an 
independent, free opinion, people who 
are writing books published in their own 
countries aDout the Israeli aggressions 
in Soutn Lebanon 

There is one undisputed truth 
however, on which most scholars 














influential with Hezballah agree as well 
as some very important officials in the 
Islamic republic and that is that there 
must be no attacks on UNIFIL. For 
taking a political stand is one thing, and 
declaring war on UNIFIL another. And | 
can assure you there will be no clash 
between Amal and Hezballah 
concerning Resolution 425. 


You say that important Islamic 
officials have spoken against 
attacks on UNIFIL. Are these 
leaders Lebanese or Iranian? 

The truth is nothing clear has been 
published in the papers, but sources 
close to Sayyed Mohammad Hussein 
Fadiallah, and scholars who visited 
Lebanon from Iran, and even the 
Iranian embassy in Beirut have been 
quoted as saying that rejection of 
Resolution 425 is one thing but that 
attacking UNIFIL troops is not required. 


Who then is behind these attacks? 

One must admit that the elements do 
not always comply with the decisions of 
the leaderships. This is true, whether in 
Amal or the other camps. Some 
individuals may be «over-zealous», or 
there might be some resentment at the 
killing of brother Haidar Khalil (by 
French troops). This is nota riatter of a 
Political decision on the level of the 
Islamic republic Hezballah or Amal. 


Do you think the continuing 
attacks on UNIFIL, and more 
particularly on the French 
contingent, will eventually lead to 
the withdrawal of this force — 
despite the repeated French 
statements about not suspending 
their participation in UNIFIL? 

My personal conviction is that the 
French force will remain working with 
UNIFIL until the expiry of this force's 
mandate, since whatever happens it 
does not want to give the impression it 
is leaving because of the aggressions. 
But | believe, from what | read in the 
papers, that France would not be 
willing to keep its troops here after the 
expiry of the current UNIFIL mandate. 
This, as | said, is my own opinion, 
based on what |! read but also resulting 
from the conflict in France between 
Right and Left, the recent spate of 
bombings andother considerations 
there. 


And what do you think will be the 
fate of South Lebanon should all 
of UNIFIL withdraw? 

Whatever happens, the South will 
eventually be liberated. We are trying 
to achieve this at the smallest possible 
cost, because the people of the South 
have suffered enough miseries these 
last 12 years. If we can liberate our land 
with 10 martyrs, why should we have 
100? 

Thus when Amal supported 
Resolution 425. it sought to obtain a 
withdrawal without having to resort to 
the resistance and the consequent 
fierce !srael! retaliation. 

If and should UNIFIL witharaw. | still 
do not think Israel would move forth into 
our South since it has learnt a major 
lesson there and does not want to risk 
its soldiers. |srae! would rather resortto- 
agents of the South Lebanon Army 
because it considers financing these a 
lighter Durden than risking the lives of 
Israeli soldiers, in addition to beirg 
more orofitadDie and protecting its 
image in international public opinion. By 
doing this Israel would be covering up 
for its provocations by saying the fighting 
isbetween Lebanese.!n : addition it does 
not have to worry about the billions of 
dollars it would be snending. since 
these are offered her by the U.S 


lf UNIFIL withdraws. Israeli will at 
most launch air raids or sheil the 
southern villages from a distance. inan 
attempt to displace their inhabitants 
and promot them to move to the capital 
and suburbs. There. as a result of the 
increased demographic pressure, 
there will be greater social problems. 

Finally, if the southerners are 
displaced, they will come to the Amal 
Movement and no other movement. 


Do you think a camp war is likely 

to erupt in the South or Beirut? 

| think the danger is greater in and 
around Sidon than 'n Beirut itself. For 
the dominant force in Sidon is loyal to 
PLO chief Yasser Arafat. and we must 
say in all honesty that Arafat can 
control Sidon ina matter of hours, since 
the money and weapons are readily 
available to him .and the Arafat loyalists 
in Sidon are very strong, Hence our 
joint efforts and perseverence with the 








Palestinian brothers, the Syrian 
security apparatus and the nationalist 
leaders in Sidon to prevent the eruption 
of any incident. We hope no 
escalation will erupt in Sidon, because if 
that happens, the flame will soon 
spread not only to Beirut but also to 
Tyre and maybe other regions such as 
the Bekaa. As long as we can prevent 
this, we would be serving a double 
purpose, that of preventing fighting and 
that of consolidating the joint 
confrontation to the common enemy. 


Minister Nabih Berri said the 
current dialogue sessions were 
futile, and you have described 
them as a «dialogue of the deaf». 
In this light, what do you think will 
be the future of the talks, and why 
in your opinion is Minister Berri 
participating in them? 


| have raised this question and 
answered it myself on more than one 
occasion. But your question remains 
relevant. For if the president of the 
Amal Movement calls the talks a 
«pebble broth» while its vice-president 
Calls it a dialogue of the deaf, then why 
is the Amal leader participating in 
these talks? 

The fact is. “pebble broth’’ can be 
interpreted in two ways.One is obvious, 
namely that you cannot get anything 
edible out of pebbles. But the other is a 
long-term process by which you boil 
the pebbles long enough io allow for 
their dissolution. following which you 
can add other ingredients to the water 
to produce an edible broth, We do not 
want to give up but the point is, it will 
take long toboilthese pebbles into 
powder. 


All projects at a radical solutions — 
from the 14lprinciples at the beginning 
of President Elias Sarkis term, to the 
constitutional pact under President 
Suleiman Franjieh, tothepreparatory 
committees for the Lausanne and 
Geneva conferences. then the two 
conferences themselves. and later the 
ministerial document and finally the 
tripartite accord — all these projects 
have been rejected by the other side. 
This side used to agree on these 
accords, sign them. and eventually 
reject them through some military or 
political turn. We consider that the 
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faithful cannot be hit by the same stone 
twice, yet we have been hit dozens of 
time, and we are therefore starting to 
doubtthe validity of faith in this issue. 

How can we, when what was agreed 
in Lausanne about Lebanon's Arab 
identity was rejected by Minister 
Chamoun lateiy ? But it seems the 
other side is subjected to pressures it 
cannot override 


Today, !sraeli Maronitism controls 
the other side, and no longer political 
Maronitism. Political Maronitism was 
based on the material principle that 
what is mine is mine, and what is yours 
is yours and mine. But Israeli 
Maronitism — an expression | have 
recently coined — says that what 
belongs to the Lebanese Forces is to 
the Lebanese Forces. and what 
belongs to the Phalangist Party 
belongs to the Forces and the 
Phalangists. This Israeli Maronitism 
prevailing among the Christians has 
placed ail Christian forces under the 
control of (Lebanese Forces chief 
Samir Geagea), with the Phalangists 
losing all bower. Indeed, the leadership 
of the Lebanese Forces have come to 
Participate in the political 


decision making. 'n other words. 
Geagea now has military force through 
his militia, and political force through 


his participation in the Phalangist 
decision-making. and it is known that 
Geagea follows !sraeli instructions 
Therefore. as long as military power 
is in the hands of Israeli Maronitism, 
how can accord be reached ? Couid 
Chamoun speak eisewise than he did? 
Could Hashem say anything other than 
what he said? And it seems each of 
the two is playing a complementary 
role, the first rejects the Syrian privilege 
(privileged relations with Syria} anatt 
second consolidates the Maron 
privileges and hegemnor: ton 


become obvious that the poll! 


military circumstances | 
other side do not qualify |! logue 
They asked us to start diulogue 
without conditions. in my view. this 1s 
an erroneous request Decause even 
we do go without preconditi we dO 
have a minimum rycditye will 
which we can move. in otherwords we 
are engaging faloqgue it if 
be totally free tf -ngage in 
dialogue witt 











shut. ana ov, couins locked. We do 
have ccrcitions, and these are the 
uncontested principles, so they cannot 
truly be called «conditions» in the literal 
meaning of the word. And we insist on 
these principles. for how can we 
engage in a dialogue that contests the 
principle of equality and justice, and 
can there be equality and justice 
without the abolition of political 
sectarianism? How can we engage in 
dialogue if Syria and Israeli are put on 
the same footing? 

These principles must be recognized 
for dialogue to be fruitful, and it Is 
because these are not recognized yet 
ov ine otner Side that the talks are so 
oosivucted 

in our opinion. dialogue will take 
long, very long, and the problems 
Cannot be solved yet Decause the 
Lebanese still do not agree among 
eacn other 

i Mink tne otner side !s marking time, 
awaiting some major regional changes. 
Maybe a Change !n Syrian policy, but | 
can say that nuch. that if Syrian policy 
isto. change, jt will not be in favor of the 
isolationist Dowers, Dut rather towards 
‘greater hostility to Israel 

So the current dialogue is a pebble 
Droth. a diaioque of the deaf. and it will 
remain so until a specialist comes and 
Clears the ears of tne participants to 
allow them to near the opinion of the 
other side 

| think it will De three years before 
serious dialogue can take place. 
meaning the end of this (presidential) 
term and beginning of the next one 
Right now. | do not hink there is so 


mucn aS a Olan for diaiogue. with the 
difference between us and the other 
faction being that we are not trying to 


fool the pecoie. @ 
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JPRS-NEA- 86-137 
31 October 1986 


LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


AL-RAFIDAYN KIDNAPS IRAQI 'AGENT'--The Islamic al-Rafidayn movement (the 
vanguard of the Hizbollah in Iraq) issued two statements announcing that 

it was responsible for the kidnapping of the agent of the Iraqi intelligence 
services, Kamil Husayn al-Zabidi, from Cyprus and that it was willing to 
exchange him in Beirut for two members of the Iraqi Da'wa Party, Fawzi Hamza 
al-Rabi'i and Mohammad Hasan Khayr al-Din, whom France handed over to Iraq 
earlier this year. [Summary] [Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 28 Aug 86 p 1] 
13292/12948 


THEOLOGIANS DENY OPPOSING 425--Twenty-two theologians issued a statement 

of clarification denying their support for a statement that was issued after 
a meeting of 35 theologians at the house of Sheikh Subhi al-Tufayli 
announcing their rejection of Resolution 425 because it included recognition 
of Israel's right to make security arrangements within Lebanese territory. 
They said that this statement, which they did not sign, did not express their 
viewpoint and that the invitation, which was for lunch only, was used as 

an opportunity to exploit the presence of a large number of theologians. 
The statement included the following: "God forbid that we should conspire 
against a million Muslims who live under the yoke of Zionist imperialism 
and who seek their freedom through the Security Council." [Summary] [Beirut 
AL-SAFIR in Arabic 30 Aug 86 p 4] 13292/12948 


IRANIAN DELEGATION VISITS JIBSHIT--The day before yesterday, an Iranian dele- 
gation under the leadership of member of Parliament Abd-al-Ghaffar al-Sajadi 
visited the tomb of Saida Zaynab in the town of Jibshit in Nabatiya District. 
Al-Sajadi made a short speech during a reception in his honor in which he 
discussed "the struggle of the people in the Mountain against the Israeli 
forces of occupation." He called for the continuation of the struggle until 
the "Islamic holy places are liberated from the filth of the enemy." [Text] 
{Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 31 Aug 86 p 3] 13292/12948 


AL-ZA'TARI ON SOUTHERN ECONOMY--The president of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry in Saida, Mohammad al-Za'tari, called for the development of 
the South within the framework of an integrated development plan and for 
the classification of the lands of the South to stop the spread of construc- 
tion at the expense of agricultural lands. He also discussed the moderniza- 
tion of Saida harbor and its linkage to other districts through a network 
of major roads, as well as the establishment of an industrial exhibition 
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at the headquarters of the chamber with the goal of presenting the industrial 
products of the region to the people of the South and of Lebanon. He said 
that the southern region was currently passing through a normal economic 
Situation and that there were a number of projects being implemented in the 
framework of development, including roads, electricity, water, construction, 
and other projects. He added that trade relations with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Syria, and the other Arab countries were good, that there was no problem 

in the exportation of commodities through Syria and Jordan to other Arab 
countries, and that the same was true for the countries of Eastern and 
Western Europe. [Summary] [Beirut AL-SAFTR in Arabic 3 Sep 86 p 6} 13292/ 
12948 
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5] RS-NEA~86-137 
! October 1986 


YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


CONSTRUCTION, RECREATIONAL, ADMINISTRATIVE PROJECTS IN SA'DAH 
Sanaa AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 17 Sep 86 p 5 


[Article by Muhammad al-Kazimi: "AL-JUMHURIYAH's Fact-Finding Efforts in Sa'dah 
Governorate: Municipal, Housing Services Included in Various Areas of Sa'dah 
Governorate; First Stage of Providing Electricity to City Completed; Prepara- 
tions for Second Stage Begun"] 


[Text] "The 26 September Revolution in 1962 marked the victory of Yemeni 
nationals' will over all forces of evil, backwardness and terrorism." 


Sa'dah Governorate, which has been in a state of dormancy because of Yemen's 
circumstances in general and its own circumstances in particular, is today the 
revolution's showcase: a governorate that is in a race with time. After shedding 
the last remnants of tyranny, Sa'dah had to examine its prospects, and it 
realized that it had lagged behind in cultural progress and development. There- 
fore, it decided to accept the challenge of the hour and the challenge of its 
people. Although strong currents from the bygone administration tried to steer 
this ship of state off course, it did manage to maintain a steady course, 
weathering these tempests and storms, making progress, forging ahead, and making 
up for the past. Yemen was able to do that because of the wisdom of its captain, 
Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, commander and secretary general. This 
has been a difficult journey indeed, but its outcome has been splendid despite 
its brevity and the horrible backward conditions under which it was undertaken. 


When one looks at the governorate, one notices the improvement which is taking 
place, not just year in year out, but rather from one day to the next. This is 
due to the fast steps that have been taken by Sa'dah residents and by its 
sincere governor, who has been working tirelessly and indefatigably until 
decisions are implemented, projects started and development plans in this region 
are put together. Anyone who sees the government complex in the governorate 
senses that something is always going on there. He senses that all workers are 
there and that all of them are working energetically and unflaggingly as one to 
achieve one objective. It were as though this complex were a colony of worker 
bees unable to rest until the results of their good efforts in all economic, 
social, and educational areas can be felt. Anyone who saw Sa'dah in the past 
will not be able to recognize it today because of the radical, positive change 
that was brought about by the September Revolution which put an end to manifes- 
tations of backwardness and ignorance and restored to this region the glory and 











civilization which had been built by our ancestors. It is the victorious 
September Revolution that firmly established the roots of this civilization and 
reflected its light and brilliance so that they can be seen by everyone. It is 
the victorious September Revolution that achieved this civilization's goals, 
manifesting them in each one of the governorate's landmarks. The revolution has 
brought about a comprehensive and a radical change in all the circumstances of 
the hateful past. 


Today, Sa'dah itself is a revolution, sweeping away everything in the governo- 

rate that is backward. Sa'dah is building what is new and developing so that it 
can stay in step with the progress of civilization. How does one see the city of 
Sa'dah today? Let us hear what officials in the governorate's various agencies 

and institutions have to say about that. Their answers to that question given in 
brief interviews with AL-JUMHURIYAH's correspondent follow. 


Infrastructures, such as roads, bridges, tunnels, Sewage systems, etc., are the 
most important factors in the implementation of any socio-economic plan. They 
are tantamount to the underground foundation of the national economy without 
which this economy would be paralyzed and its movement and activity limited. 
Therefore, political leaders, headed by Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salin, the president, 
commander and secretary general, have shown interest in developing the organi- 
zation of the Ministry of Municipalities and Housing, which is considered the 
agency with the foremost responsibility of looking after these infrastructures. 
Such an interest is not unusual. When we look carefully at Sa'dah, we will 
notice that interest in this proud governorate grew, particularly after the 
president's visit to it. We thank God that this attention was not wasted and 
that it yielded concrete facts which we saw when we visited Sa'dah Governorate. 
We saw that the Municipal Administration was trying hard to build and pave roads 
and that it was carrying out its efforts in a splendid, technical manner. In 
fact, it is now using special machines to build a belt line. It also built a 
children's playground, thereby offering a valuable service to citizens and 
protecting their children from the dangers of being struck by automobiles if 
they are running around in the streets. 


The Municipal Administration also built a stadium to encourage young people who 
are interested in sports and give them an opportunity to unleash their creative 
energies since these activities have an indirect effect on productivity. Among 
its activities the Municipalities and Housing Administration in Sa'dah regulates 
and oversees the wholesomeness of the environment. It inspects spoiled foods, 
[for example], and it sees to it that garbage is disposed of far away from 
residential areas. 


AL-JUMHURIYAH met with the general manager of the Office of Municipalities and 
Housing in the governorate, and it had this interview with him. 


[Question] Can you give the reader a brief summary of the activities of the 
Municipalities and Housing Office ir Sa'dah? 


[Answer] Actually, we need many pages and many hours to talk about munici- 
palities; this is a broad and involved subject. There are numerous problems, but 
I will try to be brief with you and concentrate on the most important aspects. 








Municipal services in this governorate, such as designing and building roads, 
ensuring a wholesome and sanitary environment or operating other facilities such 
as those which provide lights or other services, may be identical to the 
services offered by any other governorate, but the ratios of these services in 
Sa'dah Governorate are different because of numerous factors. The most important 
of these are: 


1. Security and stability did not become established in Sa'dah Governorate until 
the administration of Col 'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, commander and 
secretary general took office. The governorate's security and stability were 
strengthened, particularly after the president's recent visit, which was his 
only visit to the governorate since this blessed revolution came out into this 
world on the 26th of September. 


2. Citizens do not have sufficient awareness. That is why all officials in the 
governorate are working hard to spread health and social awareness. In our 
experiences we've seen that many of the backward and irresponsible modes of 
behavior practiced by some people have disappeared. 


[Question] How responsive and cooperative have you found the Ministry of 
Municipalities and Housing? 


[Answer] Actually, the Ministry of Municipalities and Housing is giving Sa'dah 
Governorate special attention; it has given it considerable attention. The 
ministry had announced an invitation for bids to pave the streets of the city of 
Sa'dah. Unfortunately, however, no bids were submitted because the amount of 
work was small and the project was thus unprofitable. The ministry carried out 
the implementation of the Central Meat Market and the first stage of lighting 
the streets, and it provided parks and children's playgrounds. The ministry is 
also devoting considerable attention to planning and building, providing a great 
deal of equipment for building roads. It built many roads whose total area 
exceeds 50,000 square meters. A short time ago it sent a team to survey and 
make plans for those areas which have not yet been planned, and it corrected 
violations that had occrred previously. The ministry also sent another team to 
conduct a study of tre second stage of lighting so it could be implemented. We 
hope this will take place in a short period of time before the end of this year. 


Plans for the Government's Requirements 


[Question] What role does Sa'dah's Office of Municipalities and Housing play in 
writing the third 5-Year Plan? 


[Answer] As far as the third 5-Year Plan is concerned, the office wrote down 
what it thought the governorate's requirements were so they can be included in 
the next 5-Year Plan. We put emphasis on important service projects such as 
building and paving roads; providing street lighting; building and regulating 
central markets and public parks; and developing environmental health and 
Sanitation services and urban planning. 














Lack of Cooperation among Some Citizens .... 


[Question] What are the problems plaguing the Office of Municipalities and 
Housing in the governorate which it is trying to solve? 


[Answer] Actually, the office is facing many problems which may be greater than 
those which municipal offices in other governorates are facing. Although the 
ministry has devoted its attention to these problems and although the necessary 
technical cadres for the office have been made available, a shortage still 
exists because the office has expanded its activities. But the most important 
problem we are facing now is the lack of an adequate number of sanitation 
workers. The governorate has no more than 14 such workers now, and that number 
of workers cannot cover one street in the large city. The shortage in sanitation 
workers is due to the red tape that is involved in hiring workers. National 
defense service is required for employment in such positions, and local workers 
do not like to work in this field. 


Another problem that is attributable to the lack of awareness is the fact that 
land is sold in an arbitrary manner. In fact, land sellers sometimes go so far 
as to sell the streets without checking with the Municipality. 


I would also like to mention that the problem of sanitation and the difficulty 
of having the public respond to the municipality's instructions and placing 
refuse in designated areas are causing us considerable hardship because 
resources are scarce. We have much hope that citizens will respond to us in this 
regard because following the system will primarily benefit citizens' interests. 


[Question] Does the office have branches in different parts of the governorate 
due to the horizontal expansion in construction, the steady increase in the 
population, and the continuing increase in per capita income? Are there such 
offices which are about to be opened? 


[Answer] Because of the factors you mentioned numerous branches have been 
opened in the governorate's districts and counties, such as Razih, Baqinm, 
al-Talh, Jama'ah and Haydan. Up to this day it is the main office in Sa'dah that 
organizes sanitation campaigns in those areas, which have been listed and are 
scheduled to receive municipal services in our next plan. 


[Question] It has been noticed that the old wall of Sa'dah is about to fall. Is 
there a plan to preserve it? 


[Answer] We talked a great deal about the wall in the past, and numerous 
reports have been submitted to the Antiquities Administration because it is the 
agency that has jurisdiction in this matter. We hope the Antiquities Adminis- 
tration will respond promptly to this situation and refurbish the wall. 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
51 October 1986 


YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN SUPPORT FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT--Dr Husayn ‘Abdallah al-'Imari, 
minister of agriculture and fish resources and member of the Permanent Committee 
met yesterday morning with a joint delegation of the IBRD and the British 
Overseas Development Organization. Subjects which have to do with the progress 
of operations in the Central Highlands Project for Rural Development and in the 
Veterinary Medicine Project were discussed at the meeting. These are the two 
projects which are being jointly financed by the IBRD and the British Develop- 
ment Organization. The delegation expressed its satisfaction with what has been 
accomplished in both projects toward reaching the goals both projects were 
charged to achieve. It indicated that the IBRD and the British Development 
Organization were willing to work together to strengthen the Ministry of 
Agriculture's future programs and projects. The meeting was attended by Mr 
Muqbil Ahmad Muqbil, undersecretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish 
Resources, by a number of ministry officials and by his excellency, the 
ambassador to the United Kingdom in Sanaa. [Text] [Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
22 Sep 86 p 2] [SABA] 8592 


CSO: 4404/16 


67 








JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


AFGHANISTAN 


EMIGRE PAPER REPORTS ON OPERATIONS IN COUNTRY 
London KEYHAN in Persian 18 Sep 86 p 4 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


The Afghanistan army announced last week that it had undertaken certain 
successful operations against the rebels in five provinces of Afghanistan. 
In the meantime, the Afghan combatants reported that they had seized a 
garrison of the central army near the Soviet border. 


BAKHTAR, Afghanistan's official news agency, reported that government forces 
had either killed or captured many of the rebels in western provinces of 
Ghor and Herat, as well as in the southern province of Zabol. BAKHTAR 
announced that the arms captured from the rebels included anti-tank mines, 
heavy machine guns, and mortarshells all of which had western markings. This 
news agency did not indicate when these operations had taken place. 


This was the first time after about two months that Kabul was mentioning the 

war in Herat near the Iranian border. The spokesman of the Afghan forces and 

the Soviet military sources announced that they had recaptured Herat from 

Afghan combatants in the middle of July. On the other hand, the Mujahidin 
spokesman announced that they had completely seized one of the Afghan government's 
military garrisons in the Takhar region (north of Afghanistan). 


Soviet's New Plans 


The communist government of Afghanistan has decided to enter into direct 
negotiations with Mujahidin leaders in order to achieve reconciliation and 
peace and to attract them to the central government. The Mujahidin have been 
fighting against the central communist government for the past seven years. 


Meanwhile Kabul officials plan to gradually relocate to other regions of the 
country 300,000 people of East Afghanistan who live on the border of neighboring 
Pakistan. The purpose of this plan is to bring under the government's total 
control the eastern region of the country which is the source of 

infiltration of arms and support for the Mujahidin. The region most under 
consideration by the government for relocating these people is the Iranian 
borders. This issue was disclosed to a REUTER'S reporter by government 

sources. 
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In this connection, Kabul has set up an organization called the National 
Fatherland Front [NFF] which is headed by Abdulrahim Hatef. The 

aforementioned told the REUTERS' reporter: "Given our interesting suggestions, 
large number of people who live in exile in Pakistan will return to their own 
country. He stated that if they lay down their arms, we shall issue a 

decree of general amnesty for them and give them land, work, and financial 
support." 


Several days before this interview, Dr Najibullah, Afghanistan's leader, had 
criticized the said national front, several times shouting at them, “Action, 
Action, Action...; Move." He stated: "There exist no enemies with whom we 
are not able to enter into negotiations and conclude agreements." 


Western diplomats in Islamabad stated that the anticommunist Mujahidin in a 
clash with a unit of the Soviet forces had taken 40 of them by surprise and 
suffered 12 casualties themselves. This encounter took place in Nangarhar 
(Afghanistan's Khalwar). In addition, the Mujahidin had blown up three 
Soviet tanks and thirty of their trucks. 


Last month, Major Abdol-Latif, commander of one of the central government's 
military units along with 80 of his troops was captured by the Mujahidin. 
According to the same diplomats, there had been fierce fighting in the 
southern Province of Qandahar as well, and the combatants had succeeded 

in recapturing from the communists this old city in the west of Herat for the 
third time this summer. 





Afghanistan and the Soviet military sources have augumented Kabul's security 
measures, and the Soviet artillery forces near the Pakistan border opened 
fire on several clandestine gathering sites of the combatants. 


Attacking Soviets With Missiles, Rockets 


Five thousand Afghans who had been arrested in the eastern border region of 
Afghanistan were marched through four rows of security agents of KHAD, 
Afghanistan's Security Organization, in Pashtunistan circle (center of Kabul) 
and inspected. Those who appeared suspicious were sent to forced labor 
camps. Najib al-Dukhan and members of Afghanistan's Politburo were present 
during this inspection, but Babrak Karmal was not among them. When this 
process ended and night fell, shooting began and sounds of shots being fired 
could be heard until early morning hours. 


The machine gun shots were fired by the Mujahidin in retaliation for the 
activities which had taken place during the day at Kabul's central circle. 

In the course of these activities, the Mujahidin fired six missiles at 

military sectors of the capital. There was mich damage in Kheyr Khaneh region, 
in the north of Kabul where the large Soviet army camp is located, but the 
Soviets countered with artillery and rocket fire concentrating their attacks 
on clandestine positions in the Pakhman region in the northwest of the 

capital. Several rockets were also fired at the other Soviet camp in the 

Dar ol-Aman region in the southwest of the capital. No information is 
available about the extent of damage and casualties suffered by either side. 
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the ASSOCIATED PRESS reported last week that the Mujahidin had launched 

an extensive attackon Kabul, and the Soviet forces and Afghanistan's army 

had retaliated against them with a wave of jet fighters and tanks. The 
Mujahidin had begun their attack on several fronts--starting from the city of 
Peshawar on the Pakistan border and advancing to the Pakhman region located 
ipproximately 20 kilometers north of the capital. In Qarah Bagh, south of 
Kabul, also the Mujahidin had launched some attacks. 


Mohammad ‘Ashaq, Mujahidin's supervisor of the 'Yunes Khales' group, stated 
that the battle was continuous and very fierce, but there was not much 


information on the extent of casualties and damages. 
The State Radio of Afghanistan announced last Wednesday that heavy casualties 


1 inflicted on the Mujahidin in the Pakhman region. The battle in 
region began 4 September and still continues. The said region is 
us, and the bombing by the Soviet jets is not so effective. The 
ntry have entered the region under the protection of helicopter 
order to purge it. However, battle in this region requires 
rity--in which respect the Mujahidin are very strong. 


nounced last Thursday that in the southern and western fronts 
\ties had been inflicted upon the reinforcement forces which had 
om tran. And 330 of these troops had been killed in one attack. 
in ASSOCIATED PRESS report, there had been many casualties and 
s in the southern region of Afghanistan in two areas 
ala and Aychin. 


Deh-i B 


both side 
B: 
tan's official news agency, announced in a radio broadcast: 
iltrated fresh rebel forces into Afghanistan soil. The said 
supported by the Islamic Republic's Revolutionary Guard Corps, 
vernment forces destroyed all of them. The aforementioned 
ikistan, Iran, People's Republic of China, Western countries, and 
Arab governments against supporting the combatants and said 
esult in the loss of thousands upon thousands of Afghan 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PDPA GREETS TUDEH PARTY--Kabul, 4 October, BAKHTAR--The Central Committee of the 
PDPA has sent a greeting message to the Tudeh Party of Iran on the 45th founding 
anniversary celebration of that party. The people of Afghanistan are strongly 
linked with the people of Iran historically, culturally and traditionally. The 
Afghan people are sympathetic with their fraternal Iranian people more than 

ever before under the present grievous conditions, the message says. The PDPA 
firmly stands alongside the militant working class or Iran, that is, the Tudeh 
Party of Iran and people's Fedayeen organ [word indistinct] of Iran, [word in- 
distinct] the message added. the PDPA CC wishes ever-greater success for the 
Tudeh Party of Iran in their noble and righteous struggles devoted for the 
emancipation of the Iranian people, emphasizes the message. [Text] [Kabul 
BAKHTAR in English 0448 GMT 5 Oct 86 LD] /12232 


CSO: 4600/25 
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JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN OFFICE DENIES REPORT ON BORDER DEATHS 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 19 Sep 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


A Foreign Office spokes- 
man yesterday described as 
‘“‘exaggerated’’ an Amritsar 
datelined report published in 
daily Patriot of Delhi that 


mutua! consultations. While 
signing the agreement the two 


The programme provides for 
cooperation and exchanges bet- 
ween the two countries in the sides expressed satisfaction over 
fields of science and education, the friendly and close relations 
culture and information, youth existing between the two 
and sports, tourism, health and countries and hoped that the 





85 Bangladeshis have been killed 
by Indian Border Security Force 
on Indo-Pakistan border in 
Amritsar district since July last, 

The report circulated by 
Indian news agency UNI quot- 
ing police source as saying that 
the Bangladeshis were killed by 
ambush parties of BSF while 
either crossing over to Pakistan 
or when pushed back on detec- 
tion by Pakistan Rangers into 
India. 

It also said quoting police 
that Bangladeshis of Behari 
origin had been crossing over to 
Pakistan through Khemkaran 
and Attari sector. 

When his attention was 
drawn to the report, the 
foreign office spokesman told 
this correspondent that Bangla- 
desh government was awaiting 
contirmation of such incidents 
and the casualty figure as 


A two-year executive pro- 
gramme of cultural, scientific and 
educational cooperation between 
Bangladesh and Egypt for the 
year 1986-1987 was signed in 
Cairo yesterday, according to a 
message received in Dhaka last 
night, reports BSS. 

The Executive programme 
of cooperation was signed by 
Mr Mohammad Siddiqur Rah- 
man, Ambassador of Bangladesh 
in Egypt and Ambassador Mr 
Mohammad Ezz-el-Dean Scha- 
raff, Assistant Foreign Minister 
of Egypt on behalf of their res- 
pective governments. 


social affairs. Exchange of visits 
of university professors, scien- 
tists, and experts in the field of 
education and scientific research 
and exchange of scholarships 
for education at the university 
and post graduate level b etween 
the two countries have also 
been envisaged under the pro- 
gramme. 


trovisions have also been made 


for collaboration between the 
Al Azhar University in Egypt 
and the concerned universities 
and institutions in Bangladesh 
to promote cooperation in edu- 
cation and religious programmes 
in the field of culture and infor- 
mation. 

Egypt and Bangladesh exch- 
ange cultural teams, music and 
dance trovves and exhibit cultu- 
ral publicvtions and documen- 
tary films. The two countries 
will also organise book fairs, 
seminars, etc and cooperate in 
exchanging experience in the 
field of antiquities and other 
cultural activities. The two 
countries will also promote co- 
operacion among their news 
media including TV and radio 
progtammes and visits of 
information officials and jour- 
nalists Similar programmes 
for promoting cooperation 
through the experiences in the 
field of health and social affairs 
and tourism and for exchange 
of youth and sports teams have 
been provided in the executive 
programme. The two countries 
may also promote cooperation 
and exchanges in other tields by 


executive programme of coope- 
ration signed between the two 
countries will goa long way in 
cementing the bond of brotherly 
ties between the two countries. 





JPRS-NEA-86-137 
31 October 1986 


BANGLADESH 


PRIME MINISTER'S SPEECH AT NONALIGNED SUMMIT IN HARARE 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 8, 9, 13, 14 Sep 86 
[8 Sep 86 p 3] 


[Text ] 


- Following is the full text of 
speech delivered by Frime 

Minister Mizanur Rahman 
Choudhury at the 8th summit 
conference of the Non-Aligned 
Movement at the Zimbabwean 
capital Harare on September 5. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN 

Your Majesties, 

Your Highnesses, 

Your Excellencies, 


Distinguieshed Delegates, 

There come moments in the 
life-time of every generation, 
which if seized and acted upon 
properly, can have decisive 
influence on the course of 
human _ history. This may be 
one such moment. The stage 
is rightly set in Harare—capital 
of a nation that stands for great 
achievements secured through 
tolerance and moderation, even 
in the aftermath of a protracted 
struggie for liberation. The helm 
is in the very able hands of Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe, a 
Statesman Of the highest order—a 
leader with great balance, judge- 
ment and vision. 

We congratulate Prime 
Minister Mugabe and the dyna- 
mic people of Zimbabwe for 
having prepared so well for the 
conference and for the meticu- 
lous care with which thcy have 

ensured our comfort in this beauti- 
ful city. I congratulate you, Mr. 
Chairman, on your election as 
our icader and the Chairman of 
the Non-aligned Movement. We 
know fora certainty that we 
cannot but discharge our 
responsibilities constructively 
and purposefully, under your 
leadership. At this meeting, 
the Chairmanship of — our 
Movement passes to Africa 


and we are confident that Prime 
Minister Mugabe will steer our 
course with great skill in the 
years ahead. It would, indeed, be 
our privilege to give you all our 
support and assistance at this 
meeting, Mr Chairman. 

I bring to you all the frater- 
nal greetings from President 
Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
and from the Government and 
the people of Bangladesh and 
their sincere best wishes for the 
success of this meeting. Presi- 
dent Ershad has expressed his 
earnest hope that this 8th 
Summit wiil prove to be a signi- 
ficant milestone for our Move- 
ment. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, 

The 8th Summit marks the 
25th anniversary of the Non- 
aligned Movement. The occasion 
remind us of the vision, the ideals 
and the principles with which 
the founding fathers of the 
Movement—great leaders like 
Nasser. Nehru, Sukarno and 
Tito and Nkrumah—launched the 
countries emerging into indepen 
dence from colonialism, ona 
non-aligned course. On this occa- 
sion, wealso remember with 
respect the late Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi who served the ideals of 
the Movement so. well, particu- 
larly during the 7th Summit. 
Her able son, His Excelleacy 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
has carried the torch of our 
Movement extremely well since 
she lIctt us. We concratulate 

him, 

The Movement has gained 
in strength and dynamism, and 
over the last quarter of the cen- 
tury, the policy of non-altgnment 
has had significant victories. ee 


abiding appeal and continuing 
relevance have been proved time 
and again in its successes in the 
relaxation of international ten- 
sion. But the dangerous situa- 
tion that we see today, manifest 
in the increased use of force, 
aggression, occuption and 
pressure, emanating from the 
resurgence of great power rival- 
ry, andin policies of extension 
of spheres of influence, do not 
permit any complacence. 


Nevertheless, rekindled me - 
mories of the dawn of non- 
alignment provoke endless 
queries. What did the founding 
fathers of the Movement envision 
as non-alignment? How far nave 
we progressed in the fulfilment 
of the role that has devolved on 
us’? Howis itthat the world 
remains torn by strife, the arins 
trace escalates to hitherto in- 
conceivable heights, and deve- 
loping countries members of this 
Movement increasingly fall vic- 
tims to super power tonfficts at 
their doorsteps ? How is it that 
we Cannot break out a__srvicious 
cycle of poverty and under dver 
lopment Is it possible that we 
are not heard at all or if heard 
nor taken seriously? How shall 
we make our voice be heard so 
that we can contribute effectively 
to meet the challenges of our 
time ? 


A renewed commitment to 
the principles of non-alignment, 
based On total opposition to 
intuStice and opposition to injus- 
tice and oppression regardless of 
their source is undeniable. 

( [ncomplete ) 
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[Text ] 


Following is the remaining 
part of the speech delivered by 
Prime Minister Mizanur Rah- 
man Chowdhury at the 8th 
summit conference of the Non- 
Aligned Movement at the Zim- 
babwean capital Harare on 
September 5. 


We must respond to these 
challenges resolutely and vigo- 
rously, fully united to speak out 
boldly against unjust acts and 
policies, We must be true to 
ourselves, aS we must to the 
principles and objectives of the 
Movement, and speak out with 
a single vioce, without fear or 
favour. 


The backdrop of heightened 
tension centering around recent 
events in Southern Africa, the 
Mediterranean, the Middle East, 
Afghanistan and Kampuchea 
have aroused high expectations 
of this 8th Summit. The focus of 
world attention is on us, We must 
pronounce ourselves boldly 
and clearly onthe issues that 
confront us. 


MR CHAIMAN: 


This beautiful continent of 
Africa, with its mighty rivers, 
vast forests, boundless natural 
bounties, and the ingenuity of its 
peoples have captured the ima- 
gination of the people of Bang- 
ladesh. The heroic struggles for 
independence brave efforts for n1- 
tional reconstruction, the emer- 
gence of great statesmen have 
inspired us. Our shared eXxperie- 
neces of wars of national 
liberation and our common 
cause against the ravages of 
natural disasters, have brought 
us together. Our close interac- 
tion with the world’s Least 
Developed Countries, most oi 
whom are in Africa, have deep- 
ened our ties with this continent. 
It is, thereforc, natural that we 
share with Africa in their trails 
and tribulations. The pangs of 
pain and suffering in this con- 
tinent are felt clearly in Bang- 
ladesh. 


MR. CHAIRMAN, 


10. This is why we see the 
problem of apartheid as the 
central problem before the Non- 
aligned Movement today. This 
is not Only because our Summit 
takes place in the capital of 
one of ithe frontline states 
but because apartheid is an 
intolcrable affront to man’s basic 
humanity, In the words of the 


Holy Quran : 


O Mankind! We created 
you from a single (pair) of a 
male and female, and made 
you into nations and tribes, 
that may know each other 
(Not thot ye may despise 
each other). Verily the most ho- 
noured of youin the sight of 
God is (he is) the most Righ- 
terous whoof you. And God 
has full knowledge and is weil 
acquainted. with all things). 
(Sura Hujurat: Sura 49, Verse 13) 
This affront is ever escalating 
into a brutal spiral of terror 
against the defenceless people 
of South Africa. Efforts at per- 
suasion and dialogue have failed. 
The recent mission of the Co- 
mmonwealth Eminent Persons 
Group has clearly testified 
to that failure. Yet the 
world is told to wait—to be 


patient, for Pretoria will reform 
itself in some unforeseeable 
future. Mandatory comprehen- 
sive economic sanctions remain 
the only way to a peaceful nego- 
tiated end to racism in South 
Africa. However, some coun- 
tries with influence on the 
Botha fegime have opted 
for limited measure and make- 
shift solutions aginst the over- 
whelming weight of the availa- 
ble evidence. We are told that 
economic sanctions would hurt 
the blacks more than the regime 
in question. The people of the 
Non-Aligned Movement do 
not see reason in these ‘‘blac- 
ker than the black’’ pronoun- 
cements. The screams of inno- 
cent infants being butchered to 
death while suckling at their 
mothers’ breasts, cannot be 


allowed to pass unheeded. 
Humanity cannot stand by and 
wait for South Africa to turn 
into an inevitable river ot blood. 
We see no reason why any 
nation which believes in a demo- 
cratic multi-racial society based 
on the principle of one-man one- 
vote, should propagate a policy 
of postponement and proc- 
fastination in actson against 
Pretoria. Towards what end ? 
We beseech all nations and 
governments, particuiarly those 
who have intiuence over Botha, 
to actin concert withthe rest 
of mankind to help put a speedy 
end to apartheid. We see no 
recourse lett but to impose 
comprehensive mandatory sanc- 


~J 
fi 


tions against Pretoria in terms 
of Chapter 7 of the United Na- 
tions. We see no justification for 
any civilised nation to continue 
to maintain economic, financial 
educational, cultural, commu- 
nication, tourism. consular or 
diplomatic links with South Afri- 
ca. On our own part, Bangladesh 
has never opened any such link. 
We call on the international com- 
munity to severe all such Woks 
forthwith. 

The determination of the 
frontline states to free themsel- 
ves from their ecor.omic depenee 


on South Africa, through collective 


self-reliance and their readiness 
for sacrifice, is perhaps the most 
impressive in human_ history. 
The Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference 
SADCC, deserves all our support. 
The ravages perpetrated on 
the economies of the African 
countries by natural calamities as 
well as by the Pretoria regime, 
demand immediate action. The 
recently adopted United Nations 
Programme of Action for African 
Recovery and Development, for 
the period 1986—1990, and its 
effective implementation should 
alleviate the socio-economic 
situation in the continent. We 
callon the international com- 
munity to come forward gene- 
rously with resources, sufficient 
to meet the targets of this Pro- 
gramme, (Incomplete) 
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[Text ] 


Following is the remaining 
part of the speech delivered by 
Prime Minister Mizanur Rah- 
man Chaudhury at the 8th sum--, 


mit conference of the Non-Aligned, 


Movement at the Zimbabwean 
capital at Harare on September 
Continued from Thursday’s issue. 


The proliferation of nuclear 
weapons capability is another 
formidable threat. The results 
of the third review conference 
on the non-proliferation treaty, 
held last year, may be welcomed 
as a small but appreciable step 
in limiting the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. More than 
one hundred states, the majority 
of whom are also members of 
the movement, have satified or 


accepted the NPT. It has pra- — 


ved its relevance and utility as 
the core of a universal non 
proliieration regime. , 


Mr. Chairman, 


' My country welcomes the 
new spirit of dialogue generated 
by the Geneva summit of their 
excellencies Mr Reagan and 
Mr. Gorbachev. We urge the 
super powers to seize the oppor- 
tunity aad seriously consider 


all proposals for nuclear disarma- 


ment. Let there be a continuous 
progess, evenif it is initially 
only an exchange of proposals 
and counter-proposals, for such 
a dialogue is bound to lessen 
tension and diminish the risks 
of nuclear confrontation. 


The failure of the second 
special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly de- 
voted to disarmament has been 
very disappointing. It is essen- 
tial now that negotiations be 
initiated to convene a_ third 
special session to re-attempt 
a universal consensus on disar- 
mament. 


The world will observe 1986 
asthe international year of 
peace. Sincere adherence to the 


objectives of the year should serve 


us well when the UN General 
Assembly takes up the issues of 
disarmament at its 41st session. 


International efforts to 


establish zones of peace, must 
run parallel with endeavours for 
complete and general disarma- 
ment. In our own region, the 
establishment of the Indian 
Ocean asazone of peace isa 
matter of particular importance 
for Bangladesh It is almost 17 
years since the United Nations 
General Assembly adopted 
the declaration of the Indian 


Ocean as a zone of peace. The 
convening of the conference can 
no longer be postponed. The 
United Nations ad-hoc commi- | 
ttee must be enabled to complete 
preparations, so that the 
conference can take place itt 
Colombo by 1988, with thet 


full and active participation by 
the permanent members of the 
Security Council and the major 
maritime users and with the co- 
Operation of these states 
with the littoral ann hinterland 
States, 


WORLD PEACE 


_ International peace and se- 
curity is dependent to a large 
extent on the promotion of a 
climate of trust, confidence, 
goodwill and cooperation among 
she countries in any given region 
It is, indeed, a mater of pride 
forus that the countries of 
South Asia have taken 
an important step forward 
in initiating a concerted pro- 
gramme to achieve this end. 
The establishment of the South 
Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) | last 
December at the Dhaka summit 
under the chairmanship of presi- 
dent . Ershad has_ ushered in 
anew process for peace and 
cooperation among the seven 
South Asian countries. We 
firmly believe that SAARC will 
contribute not only to peace in 
our region, but will, indeed, 
a'so play an important role in 
i wider global context. 


Mr Chairman, 


The contribution of any 
group of countries in the pro- 
motion of peace and develop- 


ment deserves praise. (>rhtomphes 
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[Text ] 


The concluding part of the 
speech delivered by Prime Mi- 
nister Mizanur Rahman Chowd- 
hury at the Eighth Summit Con- 
ference of the Non-Aligned 
Movement at the Zimbabwean 
capital at Harare on Septem- 
-ber 5, is as follaws: We 
recognise that the Antarctica 
treaty has played a useful role 
in protecting that vast continent’s 
environment and its continuing 
demilitarisation. But Antarctica 
must be accessible to ail of us, 
and its resources must -be 
shared as the common heri- 
tage of mankind. It is essential 
that the community of nations 
must be kept fully informed of 
the activities of the contracting 
parties to the Antarctica Treaty. 
To this end, it would be neces- 
sary to establish _ suitable 
linkages between the consulta- 
tive parties and the General 
Assembly of the United 
Nations. A real danger however 
ies in the fact that the racist 
regime in Pretoria which has 


embarked on polices of militirism 


and expansionism is a party 
to the treaty. This could 
have adverse repercussions 
on the international security 
situation, we call upon the con- 
tracting parties to the treaty io 
deny the Pretoria regime admi- 
ssion in their meeting. 
Mr. Chairman, 

The defusion of international 
tension and progress in disar- 
mament wiil release enormous 
resources which can and should 
+e diverted for the development 
of the developing countries. 
Expectation were high that 
the international conference 
on disarmament and develop- 
ment, which was scheduled for 
July 1986, would come up with 
concrete proposals in this 
regard. It is regretc »le that the 
conference could .:ot be conve- 
ned. The 41st. session of 
the Generali Assembly, we hope, 
would be able to reach a decision 
on the early convening of the 
conference, su that wasteful ex- 
penditure on armaiment can find 
its way to the regeneration of 
the world economy. 


The world economy continues 
on a difficult course, which un- 
less reversed, promises bleak 
prospects, particularly for us in 
the developing countries. We 
have been bypassed by the faint 


signs of recovery which appeare 
inthe north. The growth in 
world output has declined, 
international trade has slumped 
with rising protectionist 
barriers, sharply reduced flows 
of financial resources, both 
in quantity and quality. have 
forced cutbacks in development 
programmes, declining commo- 
dity prices have continued to 
deteriorate the terms'of trade 
of the developing countries. 
Although interest rates have 
come down in some cases, vola- 


tility of exchange rates and unbe- 


arable debt service burdens con- 
tinue to result in net outflow of 
resources from the developing 
countries. 

The Least Developed Cou- 


ntries remain the worst victims ‘ 


ofthe globaleconomic crisis. 
The substantial new programme 
of action which was adopted in 
1981 to facilitate a comprehen- 
sive development of these coun- 
tries, has remained largely 
unimplemented. The mid-term 
review of the SNPA, carried out 
last year in Ceneva, has 
come out with a number of 
recommendations to ease the 
situation. However progress 
femains to be made in the imple- 
mentation of the re¢ommenda- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, there is a virtual 
Stalemate inthe North-South 
dialogue. Proposals for talks on 
the linkages of the issues of mo- 


ney, finance, debt, trade and deve- 


lopment have not been taken up 
by the developed countries. Simi- 
larly, there has been no progress 
in the talks relating to the laun- 
ching of the global negotiations. 


The world has deviated 
from multilateralism. Full 
financial support for the Unitcd 
Nations system is suddenly 
being threatened and develop- 
‘ment financing and technical 
assistance institutions are faced 
funding difficulties. My country 
believes that the circumstances 
call for the initiation of 
a set of mutually  supnor- 
tive short-term and immediate 
measures on a priority basis and 
our long term and immediate 
measures, ona priority basis. 
Our long term objective of achi- 
eving the new international cco- 
nomic order must run as a 
parallel endeavour. In our 
view, the following should be 
taken up with the North, in the 
short-term and = immediate 
measures approach. 


(A) Immediate improvement 
in the flow of ODA, in volume, 
flexible forms and modalities, 
to meet the targets agreed in 
the IDS and the SNAPA. 

(B) Accelerated implemen- 
tation of the substantial new 
programme of action for the 
least developed countries in 
the remaining period of the de- 
cade, taking into account the 


conclusions and recommendation 
of the mid term global review 
of the SNPA 


(C) Substantial increase in 
the resource bases of muitilateral 
finanancial and tuchnical assis- 
tance institutions to enable them 
torespond adequately to the 
needs of the developing couan- 
tries, particularly the least deve- 
loped countries. 


(D) Early conclusion of < 
negotiations for ID4 VIII ata 
substantially higher level in 
real terms, taking into account 
the increased requirements of 
the poor and least developed 
countnes, and the ingdequacy of 
the IDA VII, 


(FE) Urgent increases in the 
capital base of the Wrold Bank, 
regional developmsnt banks and 
other international financial ins- 
titutions, to extend their lending 
programme in food and agricul- 
ture, energy, manufacturing, and 
development of infrastructure . 


(F) Putting the common fund 
for commodities into operation 
immediately. 


(G) Alleviation of the exter- 
nal debt problems of developing 
countries *irough cooperative 
action by debtor and creditor 
countries, commercial banks 
and multilateral _ financial 


_ institutions. Immediate and 


full implementation of the 
trade and development board 
resolution 165 (six). 


To provide debt relief to the 
least developed countries, 

(H) Early convening of an in- 
ternational conference oh mohey 
and finance with universal 
participation. . 

({) Rapid implementation of the 
provisions of the GATT ministe- 
rial declaration of November 
1982 for a meaningful new 
round of trade neyotiations 
under GATT for the Lenent ot 
all countries. The least develo- 
ped countries should he treated 
a3 a special and independent 
category reguiring spectal 
privileges, at these negotiations. 








In addition our efforts for 
an early launching of the global 


negotiations should be intensi- 
fled. 


Real South-South coopera- 
tion is more imperative now, in 
the face of continued adverse 
trends in the global economy. 
The Sth meeting of the coordina- 
ting countries of the NAM-action 


programme for economic cooper- 


ation, which was held in New 
Delhi last April, has addressed 
itself to the issue. We fully 
agree with the recommendation 
of the meeting. There is indeed 
merit in rationalising and har- 
monising ECDC programmes 
of this movement and those 
of the Group of 77. The 
proposal for the establishment 
of a standing committee on 
economic issues, at the minis- 
terial level, deserves particular 
consideration. 


We warmly welcome and 
endorse the proposal made by 
His Excellency Dr Mahathir 
Mohammad, Prime Minister of 
Malaysia for the establishment 


of an independent commission on 


economic issues. The commiss- 
ion will undoubtedly make signi- 
ficant contributions to placing 
South-South cooperation on 


a sound and abiding institutional 


basis. 


Two welcome developments 
have already taken place in the 


South-South context. We welcome 


the recent signing of the frame- 


work agreement on the GSTP. 
in Brasilia, and the recommen- 
dations of the high level meet- 
ing on the Caracas programme 
of action, just concluded in 
Cairo. Our own region has also 
taken an.important initiative 
in this regard. And we 
welcome the recommendation s 
of the SAARC ministerial 
meeting on economic issues 
4] earlier this year in Islama- 
ad, 


But the progress achieved 
towards ECDC needs to be con- 
solidated, sustained and given 
continuous impetus. Let us re 
solve to redouble our efforts so 
that South-South cooperation, 
based on a spirit of accommoda- 
tion and goodwill, may become 
a major support in our efforts 
for socio-economic development. 


Before Iconclude in the 
name of this movement—this 
sentinel of peaco—on behalf of 
our family of nations, indeed. , 
in the name of humanity, 
mercy, forgiveness an¢4 compas- 
sion that are the fundamental 
tenats of Islam I call on both 
Iran and Iraq to held to this 
appeal and bring a speedy end 
to this fratricidal war and 
spilling of blood. 


Finally Mr Chairman, I 
pledge to you the full support 
of my delegation in your diffi- 
cult task as you take us forward 
on a bold new course. 

I thank you. 

(Concluded), 
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FOREIGN MINISTER MEETS PRESS ON RETURN FROM HARARE 
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[Text | 


Prime Minister Mizanur 
Rahman Chowdhury has said 
Bangladesh played a ‘‘construc- 
tive role’’ in the just concluded 
eighth summit of the Non- 
Aligned Movement in the 
Zimbabwean capital Harare. 

Mr Chowdhury who led 
an eight-member Bangladesh 
delegation to the summit des- 
cribed the conference as a success 
while addressing a news confer- 
ence in Dhaka yesterday. 

The outcome of the confe- 
rence was satisfactory and it 
achieved its goals, he said adding 
the movement would continue 
to march ahead under the Ica- 
dership of Zimbabwean Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe. 


About the role oi Bangla- 
desh in the summit the Prime 
Minister said the policy and 
position taken by us were prag- 
matic and in conformity with 
our declared foreign policy 
which was appreciated by 
nember nations. 

Elaborating, he said many 
of the amendments proposed by 
Banglagesh on political and 
econumic issues were accepted 
unanimously. 


BSS adds : During to Bang- 
ladesh’s role in the conference 
which was attended by more 
than 60 heads of state and gover- 
nment, the Prime Minister made 
it clear that Bangladesh could 
reasonably derive satisfaction 
and pride for the constructive 
and effective contribution it 
had made in the gathering. 
He said that the _ policy 
and position adopted by the 
country was pragmatic and in 
corformity with its declared 
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foreign policy that won laurels 
from different participating 
member states. 

This can be borne out of the 


fact that many of the amendmerts 


proposed by the delegation on 
both political and economic issues 
were accepted with wide accla- 
mation. ‘‘We are the initiator 
of the SAARC-we are going to 
preside over the UN General 
Assembly session, our role in 
forums like UNCTAD and 
GATT are well known’’ the 
Prime Minister said to assert 
that Bangladseh wasa known 


nation in the assembly of nations. 


‘“‘We have played the role 
consistent with this position of 
ours and there is no doubt what- 
soever that this role earned ad- 
miration, he observed. 

The Prime Minister said 
that he availed the opportunity 
of taking bilateral talks with the 
attending world leaders in the 
conference and discussed matters 
of mutual interests with a gala- 
xy of head of state and govern- 
ment. He particularly mentioned 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of 
India and King Birendra of 
Nepal and said discussions with 
them covered important issues 
like sharing of the Ganges wat- 
ers and efforts to harness water 
resources of the. region. ‘‘Our 
talks were afollow-up of the 
diecussions that took place 
earlier at summit ‘level meeting 
with President Ershad and these 
talks were verv useful,” he said. 

Mr Mizan Chowdhury said 
that he wasalso-_—-very hoperul 
about the handing over of the 
Tio Bigha after the talks with 
the Indian Prime Minister. 





The Prime Minister said 
that hehad also useful talks 
with the Zimbabwean léaders on 
matters of bilateral interests 
like possibility of exporting jute 
goods to that country directly 
without any third Party. 
He had also discussions with 
leaders of Ethiopia on_ his 
way back from Harare during 
stopover in that country. They 
want to have direct and mean- 
ingful trade links with us and 
also cooperation in the field of 
air link he said. The Prime 
Minister also had useful talks 
with the prime Minister of 
Tanzania at Dar-es-Salam. 

Going back to the summit, 
Mr Mizan Chowdhury said that 
the conference was important for 
our country because Bangladesh 
delegation aired many issues 
which were of direct relevance 
to its interests. The conference 
made special recommendations 
for the least developed countries 
like ours, he said. 


DEVELOPMENTS IN BANGLADESH-SOVIET RELATIONS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in 


[Text ] 


Ershad Meets Special Envoy 


O.V. Bostorine, special en- 
voy of the Soviet Government, 
who arrived in Dhaka Monday 
in a week-long visit to Bangla- 


desh, called on President Hussain 


Muhammad Ershad at Banga- 
bhaban yesterday morning, re- 
ports BSS. 

During the meeting, Mr 
Bostorine, who is Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary in Soviet Foreign Ministry, 
conveyed to President Ershad a 
verbal message from the Soviet 
leadership. He explained to the 
President his country’s efforts 
towards reduction of tension in 
the world. 

The Soviet envoy expressed 
his government’s appreciation 
for Bangladesh’s role in uphold- 
ing the cause of world peace and 
general and complete disarma- 
mentin the UN and the non- 
aligned movement. He said 
Bangladesh's election as the 
President of the UN General 
Assembly bears testimony to 
the grow'ng role of Bangladesh 
on different international fora. 

President Ershad reciproca- 
ted the sentiments recently 
expressed by Soviet ‘eaders for 
further improvement of ties 
between Bangladesh and the 
USSR and expressed satisfaction 
at the existing friendly relations 
between the two countries. 
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The President appreciated 
Soviet assistance in Bangladesh's 
development efforts, particularly 
in the fields of power generation 
and communications. He expres- 
sed his conviction that the exc- 
hange of high level visits would 
further strengthen the existing 
relations and cooperation 
between the two countries. 


He said in different inter- 
national fora, particularly in 
the United Nations, Bangladesh 
has been consistently advocating 
for general and complete disar 
mament and a halt to the arms 
race, both nuclear and conven- 
tional, and for diversion of 
resources spent on arms to eco- 
nomic development. 

President Ershad told the 
Soviet envoy or his country’s 
efforts in promoting regional 
peace and harmony with varti- 
cular reference to the laun -ning 
of the SAARC. He thanked the 
Soviet envoy for his country’s 
support to the South Asian 
Associution for Regional Co- 
operation (SAARC). 

~ Additional Foreign Secre- 
tary AK.H./ Morshed = and 
Soviet Charge d’ Affa'res to 
Bangladesh M.Y. Balashoyv were 
present. 
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Charge d'Affaires Meets Press 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 8 Sep 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


USSR feels that Bangladesh 
has a major role to play in the 
process of relaxation of inter- 
national (tension, the Soviet 
Charge D Affaires in Bangladesh 
Mr. V.M. Balashov, said in 
Dhaka yesterday, reports BSS. 

Mr. Balashov told a press 
conference that Bangladesh 
which commanded respect in the 
international community for her 
contribution to world peace, was 
likely to help settle many pro- 
blems of disamament during the 
forthcoming UN General Asse- 
mbly session. The selection of 
Humayun Rasheed Choudhury 
to chair the coming UN session 
was not by mere chance and 
was a vivid proof of the respect 
the country enjoyed in the world 
community, the Charge D 
Affaires added. 

Mr Balashov gave a brief 


cesume of Soviet leader Gorba-- 


chev’s policy statement made 
in Vladivostok recently on secu- 
rity and cooperation in the Asia 
and Pacific region and the 
unilateral Soviet moratorium on 
nuclear explosion. He © said 
although the situation in the 
Asia-Pacific region was not as 
militaristic as that of Europe, 
but there were dangers that 
contlagration might take place 
disrupting world peace. 

lo explain the Soviet posi- 


tlon on these two issues Special 
Envoy Mr. O.Y. Bastorin recen- 
tly visited Bangladesh when he 
held fruitful discussions with 
leaders here, he said. . 
Referring to bilateral relation 
Mr. Balashov said they were 
good and developing. ON many 
international issues, —_ both 
countries had either identical or 
closer views, he said adding the 
relation was expected to have a 
further boost when the Foreiga 
Minister, Mr Chowdhury, visit 
the Soviet Union in December. 


Replying to a question, Mr 
Balashov said Afghanistan, 
Kampuchea, unification of Korea 
Iran-Iraq war and Middle East 
were some of the major prolems 
facing the Asian continent. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN DHAKA RELATIONS 


WITH PRC REPORTED 


Cultural Accord Signed 
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[Text } 


BEIJING, Aug 26 (BSS): 
An executive programme under 
the agreement for cultural coo- 
peration between the govern- 
ments of Bangladesh and China 
was signed today in Beijing 
covering the next three years. 

Mr AZM _Enayetullah 
Khan, Ambassador of Bangla- 
desh to China and Mr Liu Deyo, 
Vice Minister of the Ministry of 
Culture of the Government of 
China - signed the Executive 
Programme on behalf of their 
respective governments. 

Tha signing ceremony took 
place in Beijing’s Great Hall of 
the People. 

Under the Executive Pro- 
gramme the two countries shall 
carry out exchanges in the field 
of culture sport, education, 
radio, film and television. 


At the signing ceremony the 
Chinese Vice Minister of Culture 
welcomed the Executive Progra- 
mme and hoped it will ensure 


the exchange of ideals between the 


people of Bangladesh and China. 
He also spoke warmly of the 
historical ties between China 
and Bangladesh and of the warm 
and excellent friendly relations 
between the two countries. 
Ambassador Enayetullah Khan 
reciprocated the Vice Minister's 
reference to centuries-old 
historical links between the 
two countries and said Ban- 
gladesh truly valued its friendly 
relations with the government 
and the people of China. He 
also hoped that the agreement 
will further strengthen these 
ties. 


Seminar on Trade 
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Deputy Prime Minister in- 
Charge of Commerce Kazi Zafar 
Ahmed yesterday inaugurated a 
mobile seminar on trade with 
China noting the bilateral econo- 
inic relations between Beijing 
and Dhaka in overall context 
were simply excellent, reports 
BSS. 


_ Kazi Zafar said the friend- 
ship between the two countries 
was based on ‘‘unity of thought 
and action” both in the interna- 
tional arena and on matters of 
bilateral interests. 
The two-day mobile seminar 
first of its kindin the country 
with a trading partner, has been 
orgamised by Export Promotion 
Bureau (EPB) with the joint 
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sponsorship of Ministry of Com | 
merce and ESCAP Secretariat, 
Bangkok. This seminar on tra- | 


ding with China is being held in 
Dhaka after the successful 
completion of two other seminars 
held in Singapore and Jakarta 
this yea . 

The organisers said, the 
first round cfsuch seminars 

ze held in 1982 in Bangkok, 
Manila and Singapore. 

Presided over by Commerce 
Secretary A.B.M. Ghulam 
Mostafa, the inaugural session, 
held at a local hotel, was 
addressed, among others, by 
State Minister for Commerce 
MA Sattar and Vice Chair- 
man, EPB, RA Majumder. 
A message from ESCAP Secre- 
tary General SAMS Kibria 
was read out on the occasion. 


The seminar, the organisers 
said was intended to focus on the 
specific issues of trade with 

ina along with joint venture 
investment collaboration. They 
hoped it would not only help 
identify problems and difficulties 
but would also make positive 
recommendation to resolve ex- 
isting difficulties in bilateral 
trade relations. 


Referring to the boostinge 


of bilateral trade, the Commerce 
Minister said that trade volume’ 
between Bangladesh and China 
increased from Taka 428 million 
in 1976-77 to Taka 2565 
million in 1984-85. The two 
countries also established a 
joint commission on economic, 
trade, scientific and technical 
cooperation in 1982 to increase 
bilateral cooperation in these 
fields, he added. 


The Deputy Prime Minister 
said that although China did 
not belong to the Group of 77, 
but her views on most of the 
current global economic issues 
were similar to the Group 
adding that China and Bangla- 
desh have ‘common views’ on 
many global issues relating to 
economic matters. He said in 
the backdrop of stalemated 
north-south negotiations, China 
was In unison with other deve- 
loping countries including Bang- 
ladesh to promote South- 
South cooperation. 

The State Minister for Co- 
mmerce Mr M.A. Sattar, said 
China which supplied tive per- 
cent of our commercial import 
and received one percent of our 
global export in 1984-45 vasa 
country of great potentiality jor 
further expansion of both-way 
trade. 


Referring to the incentives 
offered to foreign investors, Mr. 
Sattar hoped that China wouid 
respond positively to increase her 
participation in the industriali- 
sation of Bangladesh. He said 
that deliberations in the seminar 
would go a long way in increa- 
sing Chinese investmert in this 
country. 

In his presidential address, 
Mr Mostafa pointed out that the 
cumulative trade imbalance 
against Bangladesh upto 1984- 
85 amounted to Tk 10,357, mil- 
lion, the yearly trade gap with 
China which recorded Tk 230 
million in 1977-78, reached Tk 
2,100 million in 1984-85, the 
Commerce Secretary said. He 
said China which occupied 7th 
$¥asiion in Bangladesh’s export 
in 1978-79, was not. within 
first 20 countries in 1984-85. To 
arrest this trend, China should 
buy more from Bangladesh, he 
opined. One possible way 
to reduce trade gap could be to 
set up industries in Bangladesh 
with Chinese participation and 
Beijing to purchse those pro- 
ducts, ‘ie added. 


In his welcome address EPB 
Vice Chairman said one of the 
characteristic features of our 
trade with China was that 
althoough Bangladesh tinanced 
75 percent of her import 
with cash foreign exchange and 
the balance in barter. its own 
export to China constituted 99 
percent under barter, He also 
mentioned that joint venture 
industrial collaboration also did 
not develop to the desired extent. 


Three senior executive of 
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Trade 
have been made available for 
conducting the seminars, the 
organisers said. It is scheduled 
to have three business sessions 
where Bangladesh officials and 
Chinese experts wiil present 
papers defling with the various 
facets of bilateral cooperanon 
and prospects of joint ventire. 

Nearly three dozens otticials 
and executive from both govern- 
mentand private sector are 
Participating in the seminar. 








Friendship Association Disclaimer 
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The Managing Committee 
of Bangladesh-China Friendshi ¢ 
Association (BCFA) ina meet- 
ing held yesterday at its Elephant 
Road office with Mirza Golam 
Haliz in the chair has expressed 
concern at the renaming of the 
association as Bangladesh-China 
People’s Friendship Association 
by some people. 


Referring to a report in this 
connection, published in The 
New Nation on August 21, the 
Managing Committee observed 
that the association had no secre- 
tary general named S.A. Sikdar 
with legal authority to convene 
a meetisgof the ‘So-called’ 
Executive Committee of the asso- 
Clation. 

It was also pointed out in 
the meeting that the ‘So-called”’ 
meeting was attended by persons 
wha had no connection, what so- 
ever, with the organisation. 


Explaining the legal posi- 
tion in respect of the amendment- 
of the constitution of the associa- 

tion, the meeting said that it, 


4600/1067 


or any part of it could be amen- 
ded only at the general meeting 
of the association with the app- 
roval of the two-thirds majority 
of its members. Prior notice for 
such a proposal must be sent to 
the members. 


It was also mentioned in 
the meeting of the Managing 
Committee of BCFA that it was 
the only government-recognised 
body promoting, furthering and 
consolidating the cause of friend- 
ship between the peoples of 
Bangladesh and China through 
its activities for last 35 years. 

The BCFA Managing Co- 
mmittee expressed deep concern 
at the activities of those whom 
it described as motivated people 
aimed at straining the relation- 
ship of the two peoples. 


The meeting resolved that 
the BCFA would continue its 
activities as usual and take 
steps to resist the ‘“‘designs'’ 
calculated to sow the uapple of 
discord in the way of existing 
bond of friendship between 
the two countries. 
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[Text] pn ual ee ak "— Prime Minister and party 


‘ President H. M. Ershad Secretary General Prof Abdul 


yesterday formally took over 
the leadership of Jatiya Party 
as its chairman. 

The President, who anno- 
unced his decision to join Jatiya 
Party at a workers rally on Mon- 
day and got primary member- 
ship of the party yesterday mor- 
ning, was unanimously elected 


party Chairman at its first council 


session at the premises of the 
CMLA Secretariat (Old Sangsad 
Bhavan) yesterday afternoon. 
The postof chairman of the 
Organization remained vacant 
since the emergence -of the 
Paciv tn January lase. 

President Ershad addressed 
the council session with a vow 
to bring an end to politics of 
revenge, bomb explosion false 
promise and cheap popularity 
and introduce a new political 
irend in the country. 

He said that the poor people 


were tired of false promises made 


to them by different political, 
Parties witha view to miateral- 
ising their owns interests) and 
what do they want is nothing 
but food to eat thrice in a day, 
cloth to wear and shelter to live 
in. 

The President said that his 
endeavour to establish a demo- 
cratic process in the country 
was delayed by the opposition 
parties dueto their cepeated 
refusal to participate in the 
elections, 


He expressed the dors that the 


process of establishing a demo- 
cratic order which started with 
the holding of May seven par- 


holding of presidential elections. 
Now mone would be able 
to hamper the process of 
withdrawal of martial law 
what I committed to the 
nation when I take the respon- 
sibiliy of running country 
which . was plunged into lawn- 
essness ond corraption he said. 

Making an oblique Trete- 
rence to the 8-Perty alliance 
he said some political partes 
tried to tarnish the image 
of a sovereign parliament 
by beycatting its session. 
‘Which Jemocracy” they want to 
establish by passing the Parlia- 
ment is notclear to me,’’ the 
President said. 

The newly elected chairman 
of Jatiya Party called upon his 
partymen to establish it asa 
party of the people and come 
forward t ‘ntroduce a new fren 
in the country’s politics after 
making qualitauve changes. 

President Ershad said, [., 
refuse that politics which patro- 
nises hooliganism, terrorism and 
looting and mortgaging of the 
country’s freedom to a forcign 
country and on the contrary 
I accept that politics which 
means protection of the coun- 
try’s freedom and sovereignty, 
restoration of law and ofder in 
the social life and assurance 

of establishing political stablity. 


‘IT have joined politics with 
a belief that itis a ‘noble pro- 
fesssion’ through which can get 
the blessing of Allah by serving 
the humanity,’’ he said. 

Earlier yesterday morning, 
President Ershad was formally 
given primary membership (sl. 
no 0OO1) of the party a brief 
function at the oarty central 
office. The President who went 
to the party office at 10 a.m. 


Matin. Members of the party 
presidium central leaders and 
the ministers werd present on 
the occasion. 


The president in his brief 
speech expressed the hope that 
Jatiya Party which had emerged 
as the biggest party would be 
capable enough to run the 
Country. ‘‘My new life starts 
from today with active 
participation in a_ political 
party,’’ said the President. 
He said thatthe 15-Party alli- 
ance turned into 8-party Alliaice 
the Seven-Party combine into 
ome party and they were getting 
weaker while we were getting 
stronger day by day. 


Referring to Prof Matin's 
speech, the President said he 
was not the architect of the 
party and he wanted to surve it 
as a common mernber. 

Presided over by the Presi- 
dent himself, the counrii session 
was also addressed by Prof 
Matin, Barrister Maudud Ahmed, 
Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Mumota 
Wahab, Sheikh Shahidul Islam. 
The tunction was conducted by 
Musiaia Jamal Haider. 


[ye M.A. Matin contained a 
brief resume of activities of the 
organisation since its emergence 
as well as the background of the 
coming into being of the organi- 
sation. Dr. Matin described 
President Ershad asthe 
‘“‘architect’’ of the ‘‘Jatiya 
Party’’ and said that the Jaun- 
ching of the organisation had 
marked a new era of politics of 
‘*hopes and aspirations’ in this 
country. 


He said the activities of th 
JP were to strengthen the oty.- 
nisation and spread it to grass 
root level. He added that so far 





eight affiliated organisations of. 


the party had been formed ijike the 


Students workers women farmers 
wings etc. He said that “Jatiya 
Party’’ had emerged as a strong 
force inthe country now. He 
had a dig at certain opposition 
parties which were ‘“‘indulging”’ 
in terrorism and lawlessness and 
said that their party believed in 
democratic and const! tutional 
politics. Dr Matin said 13 
workers of the party died at 
different stages and said the 
Organisation owed much to 
those people. 


Turning to the May 
7 pariiameatary elections 
and the recent by-elections 
the Secretary General said 
that the party fared well 


despite terrorism and rigging 
resorted by a political party. 
We were robbed of our victories 
in several constituencies but we 
demonstrated patience and res- 
traint, he said. 

The President came to the 
dais amidst applause and slogans 
saying ‘we want Ershad as party 
chairman, ‘Ershad you go ahead, 
we are with vou etc. 


He was decorated with the 
party badge by party Secretary 
General Prof Matin just after 
the beginning of the function 
with recitation from the holy 
Quoran. The ministers were 
seated on the dais. 


Flanked by Deputy Prime 
Ministers Barrister Maudud 
Ahmed and Kazi Zafar Ahmed 
on right, and Prof. Matin and 
chairman of the preparatory 
committee of the council session 
Maj (rtd) Gen. Mahmudul Hasan 
onthe left President Ershad 
was found smiling and cheerful 
during the ceremony. 

He was elected chairman of 
the party after the party secre- 
tary general proposed his name 
and sought approval of the 
attending councillors by raising 
both hands. 

Then the party chairman 
was congratulated profusely 
garianded. Prof. Matin was 
the first to garland him followed 
by two other Deputy Prime 
Ministers Mahmudul Hasan 
and leaders of the party's eight 
front organizations. 
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BANGLADESH-NEPAL JOINT ECONOMIC PANEL MEETS IN DHAKA 
Delegate on Proceedings 
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‘ance Adviser M. Syeduz- 
zamu. said in Kathmandu yes- 
terday that Bangladesh and Ne- 
pal had impiemented a number 
of decisions in the fields of 
trade, industry, agriculture, 
telecommunication and civil 
aviation under the umbrella of 
Joint Economic Commission for 
the mutual benetit of the two 
peoples, according to a message 
received in Dhaka last night, 
reports BSS. 


Mr Syeduzzaman who is 
leading a nine-member delega- 
tion to the sixth session of the 
Bangladesh and Nepal Joint 
Economic Commission in his 
inaugural speech also under- 
scored the need for socio-econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
two countries. 


The Finance Advisor said 
that the’ JEC had provided a 
useful mechanism and forum 
for identifiying and — under- 
taking practical programrie to 
develop economic cooperation 
between Bangladesh and Nepal. 

Reviewing the deteriorating 
world economic = situttion Mr 
Syeduzzaman emphasised the 
need for cooperation and added 
that successful launching of the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation had 
created a very favourable 
atmosphere for pursuing this 
goal. 

He said the recent visits of 
President Ershad to SAARC 
member countries had created 


further awareness and impetus 
to the forward movement for 
the growth of regional coopera- 
tion. 

Mr Syeduzzaman gave a 
recounting of the progress made 
in various fields and discussed 
the ways and means for accele- 
rating the pace of progress. 

He said that in the field of 
trade moderate progress had 
been made and a STA had been 
signed for increased volume of 
trade. Bangladesh, he said, 
had been meeting Nepalese 
requirements of urea, newsprint, 
bitumen and such other products 
which Nepal needed for home 
consumption. He also madea 
few suggestions to expand 
mutual cooperation in trade to 
expand and diversify the volume 
and items. 


The Finance Adviser called 
for cooperation in harnessing 
w. fer resources where tremen- 
dous potential existed. In this 
connection, he conveyed the 
appreciation of Bangladesh gov- 
ernment to the offer of the Nepa- 
lese Government to receive the 
members of the [ndo-Bangladesh 
Joint Committee of Experts in 
Nepal for holding consultations 
with the concerned Nepalese 
authorities. 


Earlier, addressing the ses- 
sion the Nepalese State Minis- 
terin chacge of Finance and 
Industcy Bharat Bahadur Pra- 
dan said that cooperation bet- 
ween the two. courtries were 
progressing satisfactorily and 
honed that this session would 
further strengthen and expand 
the areas of cooperation. 

e reviewed the progress so 
far achieved and observed that 
wide scope existed for further 
expansion of economic coopera: 
tion. 








Remarks to BSS 


Dhaka HTE NEW NATION in English 5 Sep 86 pp l, 8 


Finance Adviser M. Syed- 
uzzaman yesterday described the 
Outcome of the just concluded 
sixth meeting of the Bangladesh- 
Nepal joint economic commission 
as ‘useful and satisfactory’. 

The three-day session of the 
bilateral talks would help expand 
the areas of cooperation between 
the two countrics in addition to 
forging the existing bond of co- 
operation, he told BSS in Dhaka 
on return from Kathmandu after 
attending the meeting. 

The Finance Adviser led a 
five-member delegation to the 
meeting. which reviewed the 
decisions taken in the last mect- 
ing‘uf joint economic  commis- 
sion and discussed wew areas 
of ccperation to come under the 
purview of the joint economic 
commission. 

Mr Syeduzzaman said that 
both Bangladesh and Nepal 
wer: the least developed coun- 
tries and as such the two hada 
lot to discuss about the prob- 
lems of the LDC's in the 
context of international econo- 
mic scenario. The ts is pro- 
vided an opportunity .o  dis- 
cuss those matters in addition to 
the deuberations expected in 
the session of the joint economic 
commission, he said. 

The Finance Adviser listed 

industry, trade, transit, transport, 
civil aviation, banking, agricul- 
ture and water resources as the 
areas where elaborate discussions 
took place between the two sides. 
He said that talks were also 
held on joint ventures in the 
tield of industrv like iute. limes- 


tone etc. Bangladesh also offe- 
red its assistance in setting up 
a pharmaceutical industry in 
Nepal, he said. 


in arranging group tours of tou- 
rists in Nepal, Two sides agreed 
to expand cooperation in 
telecomunications, banking and 
in the field of education. Nepal 
was also offered to send its stu- 
dents for study in Bangladesh 
both under self-financing scheme 
and fellowship, he said. 
Discussions also took 
place to promote cooperation 
in the field of agriculture 
and water resources. In this 
context, he said that 
Nepal was keen to assist the 
joint teams of Bangladesh and 
India to study the possibilities 
of harnessirg the water resour- 


ces of the region. Nepal is ais: 
anxious to contribute in ever, 


possible way to consolidate the - 


South Asian Regional Coopera- 
tion, he added. 


The Finance Adviser was 
received in audience by the Ne- 
palese Prince Gayiendra Bir 
Bikram. He also met the Prime 
Minister. 

Bangladesh-Nepal Joint 
Economic Commission signed 
an agreed minutes yesterday 
hfghlighting accelerated coopera- 
tion in the field of trade and 
transit, industry, tourism, civil 
aviation and joint venture to 
accrue mutual economic benetits 
for the two peoples. 


Mr M, Syeduzzaman signed 
the minutes on behalf of Bangla- 
desh Government and Mr B.B. 
Pradhan, Minister of State, in 
charge of finance and industry 
signed it on behalf of Nepalese 
Government. 

{n his brief speech at the 
signing ceremony Mr M. Sye- 
duzzaman expressed satisfaction 
over the fact that the delibera- 
tions of the meeting had been 
able to identified more scopes 
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Inthe field of trade, two 
Sides reviewed the performance 
ot the special trade arrangement, 
Nepal will hold a trade fairin 
Bangladesh soon and a Bangla- 
desh trade delegation would visit 
Nepal to promote the ecunomic 
cooperation. 

Among other matters, Mr 
Syeduzzaman said, Bangladesh 
otfered Nepal its railway and 
nort ‘facilities for imports by 
that country and also offered 
issintan¢e of Bangladesh Biman 


for expanded co-operation in 
the agreed fields. 


He said that there was 
similarity of the problems rela- 
ting to underdevelopment of the 
two countries and the aspira- 
tion of the two peoples. This 
had brought the two nations 
closer to co-operate with each 
other for economic and = social 
development. 











GOVERNMENT REGRETS BRITISH 


DECISION 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 4 Sep 


[Text ] 
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The Bangladesh Govern- 
ment yesterday expressed regret 
at the decision of Britain to 
impose from an early date a 
visa requirement on citizens of 
Bangladesh and called for con- 
suitations in this regard, a 
spokesman of the Foreigh Office 
said, 

The spokesman told BSS 
that the decision had been taken 
by Britian outside the informal 
process of consultation and dia- 
logue between the two govern- 
ments on consular and immigra- 
tion issues. 

Such process of consulta- 
tions, the spokesman said} had 
always reflected spirit of mutual 
accommoda.. 1 and cooperation 
between the two Commowealt! 
countries and represented the 
traditional bonds of friendship. 

Considering the traditional 
bonds of friendship and excellent 
relations between the two coun- 
tries, the Government of Bang- 
ladesh would be prepared to 
enter into ccnsultations ith 


4 
Wakil 


the British Government on all 
aspects of ths question of visa 
requirement of Bangladeshi 
nationals, he said. 

The spokesman further said 
thet it was the constant endea- 
vour of the Government of Bang- 
ladesh to further cement rela- 
tions with Britainin different 
fieids and promote the Common 
wealth spirit which binds toge- 
ther 46 countries in a unique 
multi-racial association, 
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BRIEFS 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE INCOME--A meeting of the council of ministers was hela 
yesterday at Bangabhaban with President Ershad in the chair, reports BSS. 
The council of ministers considered cash foreign exchange revised budget 

for 1985-86 and the budget for 1986 '87. The council approved the revised 
foreign exchange income of Tk 4029 crore (1356 million dollars as against 
estimate of Tk, 3590 crore (1227.36 million dollars) and foreign exchange 
expenditures of Tk. 3705 crore (1247.47 million dollars) as against original 
estimate of Tk. 3826 crore (1296.82 million dollars). The council noted 
with satisfaction the improvement made in the revised foreign exchange 
budget of 1985-86 both in earnings and expenditures. The council also 


approved cash foreign exchange budget for 1986-87. Cash foreign exchange 
earnings of Tk.3508 crore (1113.65 million dollars) and expenditures of 
[Tk 3479 crore (1104.44 million dollars) have been estimated for 1986-87. 
[Text][Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 8 Sep 86 p 1]/12828 
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PAPERS REPORT, COMMENT ON GORBACHEV VISIT PLANS 


25 Nov Date Announced 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Sep 86 p 1 


[Article by Subhas Chakravarti|] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, September 23. 


HE Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachov, will pay a four-day 
visit to India from November 25. 


also lately been some mean- 
ingful developments in Moscow’s rela- 
tions with Beying 

An indication about Moscow’s new 
prority, perhaps to demonstrate its 
identity as an Asian power, was first 


countnes. 


India has yet to make a formal 
comment on the Vladivostok 
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proposals, although the Soviet Union 
took India into confidence about the 
impending policy announcement @ 
week before it was delivered. 


will seek India’s support for his new 
initiative on Asian security. He is also 
likely to seek India’s support for his 
latest proposals for disarmament. It is 
highly unlikety that India would agree 
to take a separate stand this issue with 
& superpower since India's position on 
global disarmament has adequately 
been explained in the six-nation deciar- 
ation issued recently in Mexico. 

India and the Soviet Union continue 
to maintain high-level bilateral rela- 
tions and the trade imbalances have 
latety been remedied following India’s 
decision to buy higher quantity of 
petroleum products and machinery. 

An Indian arms mission headed by 
the minister of state for defence, Mr. 
Sukh @am, is now in Moscow busy 
final sing the deal to acquire the most 
advanced Soviet MiG-29 aircraft. 

India is negotiating to buy 50 
MiG-29 but has shown no interest to 
buy the licence for manufactunng them 
in India. The finalisation of the deal 1s 
being pushed through, obviously to 
prepare the ground for Mr. Gorbachov 
to make an impressive announcement 
during his visit to India. 

Mr. Sukh Ram, who 1s in charge of 
defence production, is known to have 
sought an assurance from the Soviet 
aviauon munister, Mr. Systsov, about 
the steady supply of essential spares for 
the aircraft. 
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Analyst on Importance of Visit 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2? Sep 86 p l 





[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


/13046 
CSO: 


NEW DELHI, Sept. 22. 

If the next superpower summit is not going to 
be heid before the end of this year as planned 
earlier, the Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, will probably visit India in Decem- 
ber depending on mutual convenience. ac- 
cording to latest indications here. 


Though he had agreed to pay this visit to 
India some time during the winter, which meant 
any time between November and March, it nas 
not been possible for the two Governments to 
talk of even tentative dates for the visit, be- 
cause of the continued impasse in the pre-sum- 
mit exchanges between Moscow and Wasnhing- 
ton. 

The Gorbachev visit to India. his first trip to a 
Third World country, will be widely regarded 
as a major event in Indo-Soviet relations. since 
it is due to take place against the background 
of some far-reaching changes under way in 
Soviet foreign policy pursuits in Asia, especial: 
ly Moscows latest moves for a rapproche- 
ment with China and even a detente with 
Japan. The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 
has already met Mr. Gorbachev thrice in Mos: 
cow, but the wideranging talks that he expects 
to have with the Soviet leader in Delhi wil! en- 
able him to probe deeper and get a clearer 
idea of Moscow s new perceptions 


When it initiated a dialogue with China over 
the border dispute. India had to assure Mos 
cow repeatedly that it was not seeking to i™- 
prove its relations with Beijing at the cost of ‘ts 
established friendship with the Soviet Union 
Now it is Moscow's turn to hold out a simuar 
assurance for what it is worth that *.<c new 
Soviet leadership will not sacrifice its special re 
lationship with India to settle its differences witn 
China. 


Reassuring remarks: The indian officiais woo 
have started preparing for the Gorbachev \ 
have noted with satisfaction that in all his pub 
pronouncements on foreign policy issues. includ 
ing his famous speech in Viadivostok ast 
month, the Soviet leader has been making a rea 
ssuring mention of the great importance that 
Moscow attaches to Indo-Soviet relations. They 
are proceeding on the assumption that. even 
there is a rapprochement with China. Moscow 


4600/0049 


will still continue to value its friendship with 
India in mutual interest. 

The policy-makers in Delhi are not unaware 
that, outside the Soviet bloc, Inaia is about the 
Only major Country in the world where Moscow 
nas been wielding considerable influence even 
after its entanglement in Afghanistan. They 
nave no reason to imagine that the Soviet 
Union will forsake its friendship with India simp- 
ly to qualify for a better understanding with 
China. 


Balancing operation: As long as the US. 
keeps on arming Pakistan, India will have to de- 
pend on the Soviet Union to meet its defence 
requirements. But a conscious effort is being 
made to strive for a better balance in India’s re- 
ations with the two superpowers, despite this 
ncreasing dependence on the Soviet Union. A 
third dimension is now being added to this balan 
cing Operation by the latest Soviet overtures to 
China. which are bound to impinge in one way 
or the other. sooner or ‘ater, on the unresolved 
Sino-indian border probiem 


The fact remains that after the latest 
Gorbachev offer to concede the Chinese ter- 
ritorial claims in the Amur and Ussuri river 
basins, the only country that still has a major 
border dispute with China is India which nas its 
own implications. It is not without significance 
that Moscow has not condemned the recent 
Chinese intrusion into the Sumdorong Chu val- 
‘ey across the McMahon line. 


Any high-level review of the indo-Soviet re- 
ations. in the context of Moscow's current ef- 
forts for a Sino-Soviet rapprochement, wiill in- 
evitably Dring into focus ihe degree of Soviet 
commitment to support india in terms of its trea- 
ty relationsnip in such situations. It is true that in 
ail Official statements India has been refraining 
trom using the expression ‘on the basis” of the 
ndo-Soviet Treaty. preferring the more general 
tormulation “in the spirit” of it. 


Significant stance: The need for invoking the 
treaty May never arise again, but its binding 
2Diigations will continue to be used by either 
side as a sort of litmus test for assessing each 
others attitudes in different situations. And it is 
only in thys narrow sense that some eyebrows 
were raised in Delhi over the signiticant Soviet 
stance over the Sumdorong Chu episode 
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CONGRESS-I POLLS UNLIKELY BEFORE JANUARY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Sep 86 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Sept. 23.--There is little prospect of the organizational 
elections in the Congress (1), which were earlier promised to have been 
concluded by August 9, taking place even in January next year because of the 
slow pace at which the entire process is moving. 


It may be recalled that the party president, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, declared during 
the centenary celebrations held in Bombay last December that the organizational 
elections pending over the past 14 years since 1972 would be held and the 
entire time-table for the partv polls, from the lowest party unit to the 
presidential level, would be announced. This last election for the president 
was to take place on August 9. 


Thereafter, the AICC(1) headquarters announced a postponement of the process 
which was interrupted by the monsoon and other factors. Informally, it was 
then said that the presidential election would be held on October 9. 


But there is no sign yet of the promise being kept. 


The main bottleneck, it is stated, is the extraordinary large number of 
members, -- running into millions -- who have enrolled themselves. To process 
the whole thing is a Herculean task, especially because of the nationwide 
complaint that the bulk of the membership list comprises bogus members. 
Complaints also abound that many who wanted to be enrolled have been excluded 
from the electoral roll. 


The party High Command has not been able to bring itself to appoint the 
State-level screening committees it proposes to set up to scrutinize the 
membership list which will form the electoral roll. These committees would 
take at least a month a a half for the exercise. Thereafter, there will be 
an AICC(I1) security committee which will hear appeals against rejections 
and for further scrutiny of the list. This will take at least two to three 
weeks to be completed. 


Taking all this into consideration, it is hardly likely that the organiza- 
tional elections will take place before next January. 











Our Special Representative in Delhi adds: The Prime Minister today ruled out 
any amendment of the Constitution to accord regional autonomy to the hill 
areas of Darjeeling district. 


Addressing the national executive of the Congress (1) Seva Dal, Mr Gandhi 
said any solution to the Gorkhaland issue would have to be found within the 
existing provisions of the Constitution. 


He held that it was for the West Bengal Government to deal with the situation 
arising out of the Gorkhaland agitation. 


The Prime Minister referred to the communal tension in some parts of the 
country and asked party workers to fight communalism, pointing out that 
secularism was an article of faith for the Congress (I). 
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PRIME MINISTER VISITS KEYHAN OFFICES 
PM081015 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Oct 86 p 2 


[Report on Prime Minister Musavi visit to offices of KEYHAN newspaper by 
unidentified political correspondent ] 


[Excerpts] Yesterday afternoon engineer Musavi visited the offices of the 
KEYHAN newspaper and met with a group of its employees. He gave a speech 
during which he outlined the role of journalists. 


KEYHAN Manager Asghari was also present during this meeting. The prime min- 
ister said: The most important goal of journalists is to safeguard the 
principles and fundamentals of the revolution. The journalist evaluates is- 
sues and problems on the basis of this fact. 


According to our correspondent, following the recitation of verses from the 
holay Koran, Seyyed Mohammad Asghari, manager of the KEYHAN group of publica- 
tions, presented a short report on this group's activities end said: Today, 
with the efforts of this newspaper's reporters and employees, we are publish- 
ing some 11 publications inside and outside the country. They work night 

and day under the hardest conditions in order to safeguard the achievements 
of the revolution and to disseminate Islamic culture. This group has even 
been accused of being "government-controlled." 


Then Prime Minister Musavi gave a speech and said: I do not feel like a 
stranger among you reporters because for awhile I was fortunate to serve as 
a journalist. 


In this society, which is standing firm against world arrogance and is on 
the offensive in a world that is downtrodden, the journalist has to see if 
he is swimming with this current or not. The reporter has to wonder if he 
is thinking along the same lines as the people. Is he supporting the peo- 
ple? Are his actions moving in toward the gaosl of the regime? In a deeper 
sense is the reporter supporting the millions-strong masses or is he backing 
a special group? 


The prime minister then commented on the importance of position-taking in the 
press and said: Position-taking has a heavy responsibility in the press 
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and leaves widespread marks on society. This position-taking can make one 
thing victorious over another and can be dangerous or can save a society in a 
nation's ups and downs. 


In a newspaper, even choosing subjects can be deep and meaningful and every 
subject can have special directions and content. For example, the subject 
can be hope-giving and in the same direction as the goals of the Islamic 
regime or else it can have a compromising spirit and can impose fear in 
society. Articles’ content and position could be in support of a special 
class of society or could support the masses. 


The prime minister then commented on newspapers being criticized for their 
support of the government and said: Under these conditions the newspapers 

are in reality supporting fundamental issues. Because the government is 
Islamic and because it is following the principles of ideology, choosing 

to support such a government cannot be shameful. Should it be a matter of 
pride to oppose the government of the Islamic Republic in wartime conditions 
and with the current problems? Is this a sign of being progressive? In ef- 
fect, accusing a journalist of supporting the government creates the atmosphere 
of censorship. The reporter knows that the cultural censorship and the kind 
of invisible chains that bind his hands and feet are stronger and more obvious 
than real chains. I believe that spiritual courage can free him from such 
chains. 


Prime Minister Musavi then commented on the state of the economy and the lower 
cil revenues and said: This year is the year to increase our slogans against 
the world arrogance, against compromise, and in favor of steadfastness, and 
this is the year for louder shouts in favor of steadfastness, and this is the 
year for louder shouts in favor of a victory in the war. Despite problems, 

we are not confused with regard to events and incidents. The government's 
economic plans are quite clear and defined. Now that we are in the 

second half of the year, we have a clear position with regard to the current 
welfare budget. This issue can play an important role in our people's re- 
sistance. 


The premier added: The government has drawn up a plan for the next 2 years. 
Even if our oil revenues increase, we will not return to our previous poli- 
cies. The current difficulties due to the drop in oil prices have provided 
us with good experience in order to change our consumer habits and to make 
fundamental changes in our economic organizations. We are in a situation 
that we can save ourselves from the "rule" of oil. 


Musavi said: Today oil is not the king and cannot be the determining factor 

in our foreign policy, in our relations with East and West. The fear of lower 
oil revenues cannot force us to show flexibility in our principles and ideology. 
Under these circumstances we have a bright future. 


The prime minister added: The real] price of pteroleum is not 28 dollars per 
barrel. The real struggle of the Islamic republic in order to raise the price 
of oil to a realistic level will continue. 


Musavi continued: This year the country's industries have been at the 
service of the war and if we had not taken such measures, we would not be 
able to handle the war's expenses. 
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KEYHAN COMMENTS ON FRENCH POLICIES 
PMO91327 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 1 Oct 86 pp 18-20 
[Editorial: "Has France Changed Its Policies in Lebanon?"] 


[Text] The developments that have occurred in the past 2 months in south 
Lebanon and the widespread propaganda they have received bring into question 
two things: Were these events accidental or were they staged in accordance 
with special programs in order to achieve special goals? 


These events occurred when two military personnel from the Amal movement 
were killed under mysterious circumstances during the night while they were 
passing through a checkpoint manned by French soldiers in the village of 
Abbasiyah. Following this incident widespread attacks were launched against 
areas under the control of French soldiers in south Lebanon. 


Coinciding with this, Security Council Resolution 425, which has achieved 
nothing in the past 8 and 1/2 years, came under question, and those for 
and against this resolution became very active. 


In the end, following stepped-up retaliatory attacks against the French troops 
which left another 5 killed and 25 wounded, the French evacuated most of their 
positions in south Lebanon. At the same time France presented to the Secur- 
ity Council a plan for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Lebanese terri- 
tory. This was passed with a vote of abstention from the United States. 
Israel, however, has always disagreed with this resolution and its will un- 
doubtedly ignore this one just as it has other international resolutions. 


Meanwhile hit and run attacks by the Zionist troops against the villagers of 
sovth Lebanon continued, as did shelling in various parts of the heart of 

the country. But propaganda support for the international forces [UNIFIL] and 
the manner in which the United States and its elements were crushing terror- 
ists, overshadowed these Israeli crimes. Even the committee which was formed 
by the French to investigate how the events had started left the Lebanese 
political scene without any results. The propaganda has been arranged as if 
no event in Lebanon except for insults against the international troops can 

be considered a crime. 
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Of course one cannot regard these events as incidental because they occurred 
one after another with the presence of various global powers on the scene. 
Specially since there are many hidden "hands" in the events. 


Informed sources say the United States has a hand in this issue. These 
sources say that following the coming to power of the Chirac government and 
the changes made, although small, in that country's policies, the United 
States is showing its displeasure at these changes. 


When France refused to cooperate with the United States in its raid over 
Libya, American anger was increased and this caused the United States to 
want to tie its fate with that of France in the region. 


This is why the United States used some of Israel's elements and some 
Christian factions in Lebanon who had strong connections with some French 
officers and created the incident involving the death of two Amal officials 

so that it could use the retaliatory reactions to the incident in a propaganda 
war against terrorism. It also wishes to convince France to accept U.S. 
methods in dealing with Islamic factions. 


Informed sources have also revealed a series of French contacts with Israel 
last June and they say that at that time France asked Iscael to present a 
program for a gradual withdrawal of its troops from Lebanon. France had 
suggested to Israel that it should pull its troops back 1 km from their 
present positions, to be followed by an international effort to deploy fresh 
multinational troops with the participation of Israeli and Lebanese observers. 


Israel rejected this offer while expressing doubts about the ability of the 
UN forces to guarantee the security of Galilee in northern occupied Palestine. 
It said the only way to stop attacks by the Muslims of south Lebanon was to 
keep the so-called security belt. 


It is interesting to note that points similar to those in this resolution can 
be found in Resolution 587 which France proposed to the Security Council. At 
the same time the U.S. abstention on this resolution and the fact that lsrael 
is against it brings to the surface the possibility of a renewed invasion of 

Lebanon by Israeli troops. 


However, neutral political sources believe that the United States regards 
any new invasion of Lebanon by Israel as a move against its peace effort in 
the Middle East. The king of Morocco and Husni Mubarak recently played a 
role in these efforts and their actions may be followed by similar ones by 
King Husayn of Jordan. Although the United States consideres the bombing of 
Palestinian positions and also the positions of those who are against its 
peace efforts essential for the prevention of any attacks that might be 
launched against Israel. 


According to this view the recent developments in Paris and Beirut and the 
Western propaganda attacks against terrorism are part of a scenario whose 
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aim is to prevent France from adopting a strategy independent of that of the 
United States in the region. According to this viewpoint, France is now 
faced with a difficult choice and is trying to keep its "guardianship" over 


Lebanon while at the same time trying not to upset Israel and the United 
States. 


Without a doubt, France's reaction toward the recent Security Council resolu- 
tion can reflect the future picture of the Elysee Palace. Perhaps the 21- 
day deadline for the implementation of the Council's Resolution 587 could 
mean enough time for an explosion in the Lebanese political arena and a 
change in the region's calculations. Because so far the sweetest gifts from 
the United Nations and the West for Lebanon have had the most bitter results 
for the people of this area. 
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OIL MINISTER ON PRODUCTION QUOTAS, KHARK EXPORTS 
NCO90701 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 CMT 9 Oct &6 


[Text] At the OPEC oil ministers conference being held in Geneva, our oil 
minister Mr Aqazadeh answered questions put to him by a number of correspond- 
ents last night. During this interview, he spoke about the outcome of the 
current talks between the OPEC oil ministers, saying: We expect positive 
results. If a decision is reached about the production quota of countries, 
then a new agreement will be implemented. If there is a need to further 
discuss this issue, then the present agreement will probably continue to 
remain in force. He added: At any rate, the result will not be a drop in 
oil prices. 


Regarding the price envisaged by the [Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr Aqazadeh 
said: We expect oil prices to reach $283 a barrel but this will take time. 

He added: OPEC members are now studying the situation in each country in 

order to determine the production quota. In this way, the issue can be re- 
solved in a principled and scientific way. Discussions will probably continue 
for 4 or 5 more days. A precise percentage of production quota is then ex- 
pected to be achieved. 


Responding to a question on whether Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have asked for a 
higher production quota, our oil minister stated: I have not heard this, but 
the present oil market cannot absorb a higher quantity. 


In conclusion, our oil minister was asked about oil exports from Khark Island 
and about Iran's monitoring of Iraqi oil exports. He replied: Oil tankers 
are now being loaded at Khark. We affirm that oil exports from this island 
will not be stopped at any time. I would also like to say that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is capable of monitoring Iraq's oil production. 
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LOAN REPAYMENT, CONSTRUCTION HALT, OTHER ACTIVITIES REPORTED 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 20-26 Sep 86 pp 17, 20 


{Text ] 


The US has been told to hand over to Iran 
the nearly $500 million balance froma 
$3,667 million account set up in 1981 to 
repay syndicated loans by US banks. The 
special lran-US tribunal in The Hague — 
set up in January 1981 to settle disputes 
between the two countries — recently 
ruled in favour of Iran, instructing the two 
sides to negotiate details by 20 December 
ifno agreement is reached by then, the 
tribunal will effect the transfer itself, 
probably in early 1987 

The ruling puts an end to a prolonged, 
but little-reported, dispute about the fate of 
the $3,667 million fund held by the US 
Federal Reserve Bank in New York. It was 
created out of Iranian assets frozen in 
November 1979 following the seizure of the 
US embassy in Tehran, and was used to 
repay syndicated loans made to the Shah's 
government. The loans were all repaid in 
1981, but the US refused to allow Iran to 
draw on the balance which, with interest, is 
now worth nearly $500 million. It arqued 
that the Hague tribunal had no jurisdiction 
over the fund and that there were still 
several claims to be settled — particularly 
over interest on delayed settlements. 

There are separate escrow accounts in 
London and The Hague to settle non- 
syndicated bank loans and other claims by 
US enterprises. The $1.000 million Hague 
account will be tied up for years while the 
tribunal settles thousands of millions of 
dollars’ worth of claims (MEED 21:6 86, 
3:5:86). 

In London, Iran has paid out nearly all 
non-syndicated loan claims from the 
$1,418 million escrow account held by the 
Bank of England (central bank). Ithas long 
been looking forward to drawing on the 
estimated $600 million- 700 million 
balance. Since early 1985, only a$2.5 


million claim by European American Bank 
& Trust Company and some small claims, 
of less than $250,000 each, remain to be 
settied (MEED 31 5 86) 

European American Bank and Bank 
Markazi (central bank) recently admitted 
defeat, and the US bank has referred the 
case to the tribunal for a ruling. There is still 
a possibility of the dispute being settled 
outside the tribunal, but if it does goto The 
Hague, settlement may take years 


iraqi raid halts work 
at Tabriz power plant 
Construction work on the 774-MW Tabriz 
power station may be suspended for at 
least two months, following an apparently 
accidental Iraqi air strike Several French 
Japanese and South Korean workers were 
injured, and one Iranian killed, inthe9 
September attack, which was probably 
aimed at the nearby oil refinery 

France's Alsthom, five of whose 40 
personnel were injured in the raid, is flying 
out most of its staff. Technicians will have to 
Study the damage and arevised 
agreement will have to be negotiated 
befa:e the company will return to the site, a 
representative Says 

South Korea's Daelim Industrial 
Company says one of its staff was injured, 
an official added that the rest are unlikely to 
be withdrawn. Japan's Hitachi 
Corporation reports two people injured 
and some damage to the turbine generator 
it recently installed 

Construction of the Tabriz station, which 
was due for completion in early 1987, was 
started by Aisthom about 10 years ago 
Work was disrupted by the 1979 revolution 
and the start of the Gulf war in late 1980, 
but Alsthom returned to the site in 1982 
according to anew contract 








The plant has not been attacked by Iraq in 
the past six years of fighting, presumably 
because of France's role as one of 
Baghdad's main weapons suppliers 
However, the Iraqi air force has raided the 
nearby refinery several times 

Alsthom is among a handful! of French 
companies allowed to work in Iran since 
the late- 1983 deterioration in relations 
between the two countries. Both nave been 
making aconcerted effort in 1986 to 
improve ties — including attempts to settle 
a $1,000 million loan made to France in tne 
Shah's time (MEED 13:9°86) 

Agreement about repayment of the loans 
now very near, the Paris daily Le Monde 
quotes Iran's charge d'affaires in Paris, 
Gholamreza Haddadi, as Saying 
Reiterating statements made in Tehran, 
Haddadi also “unreservediy’ condemned 
the recent spate of bombings in Paris. 
describing the killings as “the massacre of 
innocents.” 

In the Gulf, the French supertanker 
Brissac on 13 September was attacked by 
two Iranian helicopter gunships six 
kilometres off the UAE coast. Noone was 
injured: one missile damaged the vessel s 
engine room, but two others failed to 
explode and were later defused by tne 
French navy. The Brissac wasn baliast 
heading for Saudi Arabia's Gulf oi! termina! 
at Ras Tanura. Iran regularly hits tankers 
Sailing to or from Saudi and Kuwait: 
terminals 


IN BRIEF 

@ Crude cil exports from the new Larak termina 
seem to be returning tonorma! Gulf reports say 
They nave still not reached the 1 6mullion barrels 
a day (b/d) exported betore the mid-August iraq 
raid on Sirri island. but are Deleved to be we 
above 1 million b/d. Four or five motner tankers 
are anchored off Larak, serving as floating 
terminals. Tne weather. which nad detenorated 
in August. nas improved. easing loading 


@ Brazi! pians to increase trade with irar 
Importing more oil in return for food Agriculture 
Minister ins Rezende Macnado says He 
recentiy visited Tenran 


_ Excavation work on the planned Tenran 

underground railway has resumed according to 
the local press The scneme was Started Dy) 
France's Sofretu betore the 1979 revolunor 


—s 
~< 


@ Exports of non-o1i goods in the month to 20 
August totalied 31 286 tonnes. tne custom 
office says. By volume. this is 80 per cent more 
thanin the corresponding month of 1985 The 
value of exports increased by 18 » percent 
volume of imports the same month fell by 27 per 
cent, to 1.14 million tonnes 


@ Bakhtaran province. inthe west. has become 
Iran's chief wheaporoducer Officials say this 
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year S harvest amounted to 400,000 tonnes — 
100,000 tonnes more than last year. They 
attribute the increase to improved farming 
techniques 


@ Output trom Isfahan steel works’ rolling 
mull has reached a record 1,605 tonnes a 
day Iran National Steel Company says 


@ Officials visited New Zealand in mid- 
September to attend the first session of the joint 
commission. They were led by Agriculture & 
Rural Affairs Minister Abbas Ali Zali. New 
Zealand's |ran's main meat supplier 


@ indian companies that took part in the recent 
Tenran international trade fair have picked up 
orders valued at $9 million, mainly for tea. Talks 
are continuing about orders for a further $4.5 
million worth of engineering goods 


@ Pians to exploit an estimated 220 million 
tonnes of phosphate reserves are 50 per cent 
complete, the Mines & Metais Ministry says. At 
present, lranimports 1 million tonnes of 
pnosphate fertiliser, valued at $300 million, 
annually 

@ Two weatner stations opened in Khorassan 
province in September Each cost $400,000 


@ Tne Construction Crusade Ministry 1s drawing 
up plans to transter resources trom nch to poor 
regions, particularly Sistan & Baluchistan 
province Within five years, 80 per cent of 
villages will nave piped water. electricity and 
roads, an official says Among projects to be 
completed soon are the Marun damn Sistan & 
Baluchistan province, and a 100,000-ton grain 
siioin Rasnt The cabinet recently allocated 
$900 million to the ministry for schemes to be 
carned out in the year ending 20 March 1987 


@ [he Masnad-based Sam battery company 
has Stared making industrial battenes 
previously imported trom the UK, Japan, 
France, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the US and 
the Soviet Union, a company official says 


@ West German pharmaceuticals compames 
exported DM 22 1 million ($8 8 million) worth of 
supplies to Iran in first-nalt 1985, the London 
twice-weekly Scrip reports 


@ The first national census in 10 years will be 
neid this autumn over a two-week period, the 
iran Statistics Centre says. More than 10 million 
tamilies will be canvassed by 40,000 clerks 
travelling 35 million kilometres in 7.000 venicies 
The centre has assured people they need have 
no tear that confidential information will be 
passed on to tax aiid judicial authorities The 
population is estimated at 44 million-47 muitlion 


@ Senior officials of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) had a meeting with imam 
Knomeini on on 17 September, the official 
islamic Republic News Agency (IRINA) reports 


@ Most of the 94 million school books needed by 
more than 10 million students in the 1986/87 
academic year nave been printed by the 
Education Ministry, aministry official says. The 
printing industry has recently been disrupted by 
apaper shortage The official said elementary 

| pupils are Deing urged to hand in ther 
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books at the end of the year so they Can be used 
again 


@ Special customs regulations have been 
introGuced tor the Gulf island of Kish, effectively 
turning it into a limited free port, the local press 
reports. Kish was being developed as a resort 
island before the 1979 revolution 


@ The Isfanan branch of the Construction 
Crusade Ministry nas produced a special 
venicie to clear bDattiefieids affected by chemica! 
wartare. itis asealed unit that can fire 
neutralising agents up to 100 metres. compared 
with a 22-metre range tor tne best such 

vehicle produced in the US. an official says 
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NATURAL GAS EXPORT, VARIOUS ECONOMIC PROJECTS REPORTED 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 13-19 Sep 86 pp 8, 1l, 
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[Text] 


Officials ir, Bonn are studying an Iranian 
offer to supply natural gas to West 

Germany and other European countries 
West Germany's deputy economy minister 
Dieter von Wuerzen, who visited in early 
September, says his ministry will present 
the Iranian propos il to German gas 
distributors 

The offer was made during talks in Tehran 
with Oil Minister Gnolamreza Agazadeh 
who Said Iran was seeking Customers in 
Europe and would be abie to supply West 
Germany with part of its gas needs over a 
long period 

Officials did not reveal further details of 
the offer, but the gas would presumably be 
Supplied via the Soviet Union ora 
proposed pipeline through Turkey. The 
Soviet Union was recently approached by 
Aaazadeh about possibie purchases of 
lranian gas, as well as use of the Soviet 
pipeline network to supply Europe (MEED 
©U.6:°86, page 13) 

Before the 1979 revolution there was a 
scheme to export gas to Europe ina 
three-way arrangement with the Soviet 
Union. The authorities cancelled the 
project —- based on a proposed second 
trunkline, IGAT-2 — soon after the 
revolution. 

Inhis talks in Tenran, Wuerzen discussed 
ways of expanding trade — inch ting heip 
in marketing Iranian non-o1l goods. rie also 
offered German help in training 
technicians 


Priority schemes listed 

An “important Revolution Projects” 
headquarters has been set up at the Prime 
Ministry toensure completion of about 70 
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schemes considered vital to the economy 
(MEED 19:7 86, page 29) About $900 
million in foreign exchange allocations has 
been approved for schemes due to be 
completed by 20 March 1988. a further 
$250 million is available if necessary. The 
priority schemes include: 


Cj Mobarakeh steel mill, being built near 
Isfahan 

(© Zanjan lead and zinc smelting plant — 
capacity will be 40 000 tors of iead and 
60 000 tons of Zinc a year 

© Azna tferro-silicon plant 

C) Golgohar iron ore mine 

(] Kangan gas refinery — capacity will be 
90 million Cubic Metres a day 

C) Arak onl refinery 

CL) Arak petrochemicals plant 

[} downstream plants at Sar Cheshmeh 
copper Complex 

() tour-wheel-drive car plan's in Tehran 
and Yazd — annual capacity will be 
100,000 venicies 

LJ vaccine tactories in Tabriz and Mashad 
(J polyester fibre raw materials plant in 
istanan — annual capacity will be GO,000 
tons 

_] detergents raw materials plant in 
istanan — annua! capacity will be 60,000 
tons 

C] cement works in Urumiyeh, Boynurd, 
Qaem. liam © «ash and Hormozqan — 
total daily capacity will be 12,000 tons 


IN BRIEF 
Tne Atomic Energy Organisation of iran 
(AEO!) hopes to commussion parts of the nuciear 











power plantieit incomplete by West Germany s 
Kraftwerk Union, according to AEO! chief Reza 
Amreoilahi. The organisation will enter a contract 
wit!) another company to complete the work. Iran 
has “informed all partners of the former 
contractor throughout the world that the 
company 's not trustworthy any more, due to 
lack of respect for its undertakings.” Amroilahi 
added. One of two desalination plants at the 
complex will be completed soon, he said 
Krattwerk left the site, on the Gulf coast, after the 
1979 revolution — with the two-reactor plant 
about 85 percent complete AEO! at first 
decided to drop the scheme as uneconomical, 

_ but Amrolilahi revived it after taking over as chief 
There has been talk since 1024 of completing 
one of the reactors and discuss'ons Nave been 
held with Kraftwerk, but th 2 company says tt 
cannot resume work wh.ie the Gu f war 
continues. No one was available at Kraftwerk’s 
Erlangen headquarters toc omment on 
Amroliahi's allegations. 


@ France and Iran are close to settling a dispute 
about a $1,000 million iranian loan — Paris is 
awaiting a response to a 21 August proposal it 
made to Tehran, France's Foreign Affairs 
Minister Jean-Bernard Raimond says. In an 
interview with the Paris daily Le Monde, 
Raimond said agreement could come at anv 
time (MEED 9:8:86). However, complete 
normalisation of relations, including an 
exchange of ambassadors, will not be possib!e 
so long as French citizens are held hostage by 
pro-lranian groups in Lebanon. Iran \vas not 
responsible for the kidnappings, but could 
exercise influence with the kidnappers, 
Raimond added. 


@ The Mouteh gold mine in Isfahan province 
plans to buy refining equipment. Officials 
estimate reserves at the mine at five tons — which 
will have to be extracted from. 1.2 million tons of 
ore. 


@ The government has agreed to write off or 
reschedule $80 million of debts owed by Sudan, 
it was revealed after a recent visit by Sudan's 
Energy & Mining Minister Adam Moussa Madibu 
(MEED 6:9:86). Sudan's Prime Minister Sadiq 
El-Mahdi is to visit Tehran in November. Iran 
rescheduled a $65 million loan to Tanzania 
earlier in 1986 (MEED 267-86). 


@ Pakistan has reversed 4 decision to close 
down the joint-venture Pak-iran textile mill at 
Balejo, in Pakistani Baluchistan, according to 
Baluchistan’'s industries & Labour Minister 
Naseer Mengal. The government is studying 
plans to raise $2 million to return the loss-making 
factory to production, he said. Iran has offered to 
contribute $2 million if Pakistan comes up with a 
similar amount (MEED 2:8:86). 


@ Buigaria has requested an increase in Iranian 
crude oil supplies and wants to buy more non-oi! 
goods, it was revealed during talks in Tehran by 
visiting Foreign Trade Minister Khnisto Khristov 
Two-way trade in 1985 is put at $300 million, 
including the supply by Iran of 500 Renault 5 
Cars and 45 minibuses. 
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@ An agreement has been initialied with 
Pakistan on setting up the Pak-iran Shipping 
Company, following talks in Tehran in August 
(MEED 6:9:86). Iran will have a controlling 51 

per cent stake in the venture, and will appoint the 
chairman and host the company's 

headquarters Pakistan will appoint the 
managing director 


@ Questmere-CSL of the UK is holdinga 
conference on trading with Iran on 6 November 
in London 


@ Chemserv Consulting, a subsidiary of 
Austria s Chemie Linz Group, nas a contract 
from the UN Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) to train Iranians. They will 
study the development of active substances tor 
use in pharmaceuticals. UNIDO ts setting up a 
pharmaceuticals pilot plant in iran, financed by 
the UN Development Programme (UNDP) 


@ Airports at Ardabil, in the north, and on Abu 
Musa isiand. inthe Gulf, will open by March 
1988, the Civil Aviation Organisation (CAO) 
Says. Three others are to be expanded to take 
wide-bodied aircraft, increasing the number of 
such airports to 10 There are 28 airports and 
207 emergency runways Countrywide, CAO 
says 


@ More inan 36.000 kiometres of secondary 
roads nave been built since the February 1979 
revolution, the Road & Transport Ministry says 
The figure includes ‘ ads built by the 
Construction Crusade Ministry 


@ An engineering college for standards and 
Quality control is to be set up in araj, west of 
Tehran, "ne Standards & Industria! Research 
Institute says. The aimis to improve the quality of 
export goods 


@ Iran will participate in 14 international trade 
fairs inthe next six months, in an effort to 
promote non-oil goods, Commerce Minister 
Hassan Abedi Jaafar! says He was speaking at 
the end of the 12th Tehran international trade 
fair. 


@ The Belgian embassy’s first secretary, Jan 
Mutton, was expelled in late August for 
“activities contrary to dipiomatic regulations,” 
the official Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reports iran has asked all |ranian 
students in Belgium toreturnhome_ The moves 
follow the April expulsion by Belgium of 'wo 
lramian diplomats and two students 


@ Imam Khomeini has warned detractors of 
Prime Minister Hossain Moussavi S government 
to tone down their criticism. Khomeini said the 
five-year-old Moussavi government had been 
successtul on the whole, given the difficulties 
lranfaces. “One can, and should, point out 
complaints or shortcomings, he said, “but the 
language of advice ts different from that of 
mud-slinging and destruction “ Khomeint 
warned that he might intervene if he believed 
that “some people just want to destroy their rival, 
regardless of what happens to isiam.” One of 
the main critics of the government has been the 
Tehran daily Ressalat, which was set up in 1985 
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by conservative clergy advocatin: tree 
enterprise The daily has used words such as 
“pankrupt’ in referring to the economy 


@ The embassy in London has denied recent 
allegations tnat the National Iranian Oil 
Company's (NIOC’s) offices in the city are being 
used illegally to ship weapons to Iran. Charge 

Gd affaires Jalal Saadatian admitted there are 
lramian military offices at tne NIOC buriding in 
Victoria Street, but said they “only purchase 
Gefensive spare parts’ and “non-military logistic 
equipment,’ within the limits of UK law. If 
anything illegal was taking piace, the UK 
authorities would NO Goud! investigate, 
Saadatian added. Reporting Saadatian’s 
Statement, the official Isiamic Repub!'c News 
Agency (IRNA) says it asked Scotiand Yard for 
comment and was told that tne “ police are not 
investia.iting any illegal transactions involving 
Officials at the NIOC building 


@ Energy Minister Monammad Taqi Bank: 
visited Turkey in early September for talks about 
trade, joint industrial projects and use of border 
waters The visit follows a trip to Tehran by 
Turkey s Foreign Aftairs Minister Vahit Haletoglu 
in late August Halefoglu saic his visit went 
smoothly, despite a public row about Turkish 
military operations against Kurds in 
neighbouring Iraq 


@ The Soviet Union has protested about the 
Navy's decision to board a Soviet freighter in the 
Gulf, but the issue will soon be closed, Foreign 
Aftairs Ministry official Gennady Gerasimov said 
in Moscow on 4 September. The 11.750-ton 
Pyotr Yemtsov was boarded on 2 September, 50 
kilometres west of Dubai. and its cargo 
inspected (MEED 6 9:86) The vessel 

Ceveloped engine trouble during the incident, 
and is being towed to an unspecified port by 
another Soviet snip The Soviet Union, which has 
been trying to improve relations with Iran. wants 
to play down the incident observers Say In 
Tehran, the first session of the two countries 

joint chamber of commerce was heldon 1 
September. The group. which will meet 

annually, discussed ways to expand two-way 
trade to $1,000 million a year 
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BRIEFS 


SANE'I APPOINTED TO BUILD DAM--Imam Khomeyni has issued a decree appointing 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Mr Hajj Sheykh Hasan Sane'i, the imam's representative and 
supervisor of the 15th Khordad Foundation [referring to the 5 June 1963 up- 
rising by Khomeyni against the late shah's reforms," to build a large dam 

to provide water for agriculture and drinking for Oom in cooperation with 

the government, the prime minister, and the ministers of energy and recon- 
struction Jihad. Hojjat ol-Eslam Hajj Sheykh Hasan Sane'i, the imam's repre- 
sentative and supervisor of the 15th Khordad Foundation, in a letter addressed 
to the imam of the ummah has requested that his eminence the imam grant per- 
mission to the 15th Khordad Foundation to build that dam in cooperation with 
the government and the country's various bodies. By decree, the imam of the 
ummah has commissioned Sane'i to build that dam. [Excerpt] [Tehran Domestic 
Service in Persian 1030 GMT 8 Oct 86 LD] /6662 


ENVOY ADDRESSES CONFERENCE IN LIBYA--Tripoli, Sept 29, IRNA--Iran's Ambassa- 
dor to Libya Hojjat ol-Eslam Mohammad Kazem Khonsari urged the necessity of 
fighting to uproot the Zionist regime, here Sunday evening. Speaking at the 
congress of revolutionary and progressive forces, Hojjat ol-Eslam Khonsari 
explained crimes of the racist South African regime and referred to its con- 
nections with the Zionist regime. Hojjat ol-Eslam Khonsari stressed that the 
fighting should be continued until the establishment of a country for Pales- 
tinians and a country for the black majority in South Africa. The ambassador 
also referred to plots of world oppression, especially the U.S. imperialism 
and its agents in the region, and the war imposed upon Iran by Iraq. He 
emphasised the resolute will of the Iranian nation to continue the war until 
the downfall of the Iraqi regime. Hojjat ol-Eslam Khonsari's speech received 
the applause of the audience who chanted for several times slogans praising 
Imam Khomeyni's leadership. Representatives of mroe than 70 liberation move- 
ments in the African Continent took part inthe congress in which the Iranian 
ambassador elaborated experiences of the Islamic revolution of Iran. [Text] 
[Tehran IRNA in English 0605 GMT 29 Sep 86 LD] /6662 


DELEGATION TO BELGRADE INTERPOL MEETING--According to a report of the Central 
News Unit, Colonel Samimi, chief of police of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
heading a delegation composed of the commander of the State Gendarmerie, 

the chief of the crime squad, representatives of the Ministry of Interior and 
the Islamci Revolution Committees, departed for Belgrade, capital of Yugo- 
slavia this afternoon in order to participate in the 55th general session of 
Interpol. Before his departure, Col Samimi stated in an interview: The 
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delegation representing our country in this assembly will stress the necessity 
for neighboring countries to confront and to deal in a fundamental manner with 
narcotics production. It will also announce that terrorism does not have the 
support of the Islamic Republic of Iran and that we have and will continue 

to decisively confront this phenomenon inside our country. Col Samimi added: 
In this seminar we will be discussing the results achieved by us in the re- 
duction of offenses since beginning to observe Islamic principles. The 

55th annual general session of Interpol in Belgrade will be at work from 

13-21 Mehr [5-13 October] with the participation of 138 members. [Text] 
[Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 3 Oct 86 LD] /6662 


JAPANESE VISIT TO 'OCCUPIED PALESTINE'--Following the Japanese deputy foreign 
minister's trip to occupied Palestine yesterday afternoon, the Japanese am- 
bassador in Tehran was summoned by the Yoreign Ministry. During the meeting, 
the political director general of our country's Foreign Ministry, while 
elaborating on the Zionist regime's crimes said: Iranian authorities are 
surprised at this trip and regret it. He added: The Japanese Government is 
well aware of the region's Muslims nations’ sensitivity, particularly our 
people and authorities, about other countries’ movements toward the occupy- 
ing Jerusalem regime. Establishment of relations between Japan and the 
occupying Jerusalem regime will harm Japan's economic interests in the region 
and will have highly negative repercussions among Muslims of the region in 
the future. Any move by other countries toward the occupying Jerusalem 
regime is condemend from the Islamic Republic of Iran's point of view and 
maintaining any form of contact with this regime is interpreted as an insult 
to the world of Islam and Muslims. [Text] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
1030 GMT 3 Oct 86 LD] /6662 


MINERAL EXPORTS--In an interview, the managing director of the Barite Company 
said that 500 tons of salt have been exported to Persian Gulf states in 
cooperation with the Semnan Province export committee since 1985. This is 

in line with the government's policy on increasing non-oil exports. This 
year 2,000 tons of salt will be exported to Persian Gulf and African states 
in cooperation with the Shahed Company, which is affiliated to the Martyrs' 
Foundation. Preliminary agreements have heen signed for the marketing and 
further export of mineral fertilizers to Persian Gu!f states and Europe. 
Referring to the Barite Company's activities, the director noted that the 
company has an estimated 20 million tons of salt reserves, 1.5 million tons 
of barite reserves, 4 million tons of bentonite reserves, and 10 million tons 
of construction material. During the first 6 months of the current Iranian 
year, the total output of mineral fertilizers from the company's plants was 


46,212 tons, which is 1.5 percent more than the output during the same period 
last year. The total production of the company's mines during the first 6 
months of the current year show a 10 percent increase in comparison with the 


same period last year. [Summury] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 
GMT 10 Oct 86 NC] /6662 


WHEAT SURPLUS PURCHASES--The Central News Unit has reported that 148,907 tons 
of wheat has been purchased from farmers by the Hamadan Rural Cooperatives 
Organization since the beginning of the wheat surplus purchase season this 
year. This is 37,507 tons more than the amount purchased during the same 
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period last year. Also, 133,137 tons of wheat has been bought from Lorestan 
farmers. This is 8,137 tons more than the total amount purchased last year. 
The report also notes that 266,179 tons of wheat bovzght from the Lorestan 
and Hamadan Provinces have been delivered for storage to grain elevators in 
these regions. [Summary] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 

7 Oct 86 NC] /6662 


ZANJAN WHEAT SURPLUS PURCHASES--Wheat surplus purchases from farmers in the 
Zanjan Province this year have been unprecedented in comparison with the past 
11 years. The Zanjan Rural Cooperatives Organization has reported that 38,743 
tons of wheat have been bought since the beginning of this year's purchase 
season. When one bears in mind that further purchases will be made within the 
next 2 months, this quantity is unprecedented in comparison with those made 
since 1975-76 and indicates an increase of 11,793 tons, or approximately 44 
percent, compared with last year. According to reports, the quantity of wheat 
to be bought in Zanjan by the end of the current purchase season is expected 
to be 55,000 tons. [Text] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 

8 Oct 86 NC] /6662 


FACSIMILE POSTAL SYSTEM--Mashhad, Khorassan Prov., Oct. 9, IRNA--In an effort 
to speed up nationwide postal system, experimental] deployment of the facsimile 
system will start between Mashhad, Tehran and Ahvaz. Director general of the 
Post, Telegraph and Telephone (PTT) Ministry Mr Asgari also said here Thurs- 
day that by means of this new electronic system people will receive this let- 
ters quickly. Experimental work of the system will commence soon between 
Mashhad, Tehran and Ahvaz, and will link Iran with its postal partners in the 
near future. Asgari was speaking to IRNA on the occasion of Internationa] 
Post Day (October 9). [Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 1534 GMT 9 Oct 86 LD] 
/6662 


"QUICK DEPLOYMENT' JETTIES CONSTRUCTED--Zahedan, Sistan-Baluchestan Prov., 
Oct 9 IRNA--Installation of four quick deployment jetties at the Shahid 
Beheshti Port, Chah-Bahar, facilitated the exports and imports in the Oman 
Sea. A port official Br. Yazdani told IRNA here Thursday that the jetties 
have also provided local fishermen with marine services as well as the pos- 
sibility of controlling the territorial waters in this Oman Sea port. 
Yazdani said that the deprived people of the area and local fishermen faced 
many difficulties before the construction of the jetties. The official 
further added that local people are now able to export or import goods via 
the newly-constructed jetties. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 1855 GMT 

9 Oct 86 LD] /6662 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL SPURNS PROPOSAL OF U.S. DEFENSE OF PAKISTAN 
Lahore NAWA--I-WAQT in Urdu 24 Aug 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Pakistan Should Defend Itself"] 


[Text] The former U.S. national security adviser, Brzezinski, has proposed 
that America reduce its forces in Europe, and with the savings thus made, 

set up a commando force for the security of Pakistan and the Gulf region, 

in order, according to the U.S. viewpoint, to maintain a balance of power 

in that region. This proposal of Mr Brzezinski could very well reflect 

the desires and interests of the United States, but there could be no greater 
threat to Pakistan's interests and to its defensive demands, at least, tha. 
that this region be made a target of superpower rivalry and practical conten- 
tion. Since the Afghanistan events of 1979, the United States has considered 
presence of Soviet forces in Kabul as a source of serious threat to its 
economic, cultural and military interests in the Middle Fast and Southwest 
Asia. To stop this Soviet advance and to negate the design existing since 
tsarist days of gaining access to warm water, America has already adopted 
several measures. Many times it has demanded of Pakistan that it be permit- 
ted to establish American bases on the Baluchistan coast and that American 
commando forces be granted facilities to anchor at Pakistani seaports. It 

is fortuituous that the Pakistani leaders have demonstrated wisdom, and by 
refusing to grant such permission they have to some extent, safeguarded the 
nation and the people from the superpower conflict. Now again, however, 

Mr Brzezinski has come forward with another similar proposal, which must 

be strongly resisted. First of all, in view of past experience, ic is dif- 
ficult to trust America at all. Despite the 1959 treaty, the United States 
refused to assist Pakistan in both Indian-Pakistani wars. Rather, it imposed 
restrictions on the supply of the spare parts. When 90,000 of our soldiers 
were struck in East Pakistan, the U.S. naval fleet could not proceed beyond 
the Strait of Malacca. In view of these experiences, the Pakistani nation 
cannot take into consideration any new rivalry. America the brave and its 
advisers should let the Pakistani people themselves defend their territory. 
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BUSINESS CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER POLITICAL AGITATION 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 24 Aug 86 p 3 
[Editorial: "Let the Wheel Continue Rotating"] 


[Text] At a press conference, the national organization of industrialists, 
the Pakistan Industrial Employers Federation, and gentiemen connected with 
the Department of Commerce and Industry have appealed to the political 
parties to relinquish the politics of disruption, destruction and violence 
and to assist in establishing a peaceful environment whereby the business 
sector could peacefully carry out its responsibility for strengthening the 
nation's economy. With regard to the deep concern that has been expressed 
by the business sector over the current situation, the responsible members 
of political parties should also ponder the fact that if the expression of 
political differences takes the form of turmoil, lawlessness and confusion, 
and the wheel of commerce and industry is jammed, nothing will be gained 
except to scatter thorns in their own path. An active leader of the MRD, 
Malik Mohammad Qasim, himself admitted that the real aim of any struggle 
launched by politicians is solely to acquire power. If, however, in order 
to achieve that power, by one's own hand the railway lines are destroyed, 
the railway stations are reduced to ashes, and the national highways are 
kept closed, then the crown and throne that would be attained by thus para- 
lyzing the national life from the very outset would be beset be stormy, swift 
waves of problems. 


Political assessments of the results and consequences of the campaign 
initiated by certain opposition parties since 14 August are already coming 
to the fore. Many sectors have declared the recent incidents an obstacle 
in the path of democracy and the political process. Furthermore, on the 
very first day of the campaign, that is on 14 August, railway officials 
estimated their losses at more than 10 million rupees. Keeping the railway 
alone in view, the losses of the past week only are incalculable, because 
there has not been a single day when the railway line has not been uprooted 
or some railway station destroyed. The upshot is that, Karachi, the sole 
seaport in the country, was cut off from the upper parts of the country, 
and as a result all supplies were blocked. Thus, a quiet and peaceful 
environment was transformed into one harboring various types of threats and 
dangers, and a situation of uncertainty was created for investors and 
industrialists. 
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Aside from the po! ical motivations and the social factors of the recent 
campaign, it is nonetheless a fact that this activity has inflicted 
irreparable loss to the national economy. The climate of investment, that 
had been gradually restored after 8 or 9 years of effort and assurance, has 
been deprived of confidence. The consequence of not settling political 
differences and party conflicts according to well-known and universally 
accepted methods consistently is all-round confusion, and this is manifested 
in an atmosphere devoid of trust and belief. Keeping the industrial wheel 
in motion is not the responsibility of people in industry only, nor is it 
the duty of investors alone to provide stability by embracing the national 
economy. Rather, the politicians, too, to the extent of their role, should 
carry out their function in this connection. Also, they should avoid 
creating a situation whereby the business community, as the victim of fear 
and doubt, becomes disheartened, and industrial peace is destroyed. 


In this regard, the administration, too, should fulfill its responsibility. 
The task of the administration is not only to carry on combat with its 
political opponents, but its first and last duty is to solidify, along with 
politics, the economic situation. The current regime did make a praiseworthy 
Start in this regard. In order to encourage domestic and foreign investors 
to establish new industries, it clearly announced that in the future, not 
only would any new industry not be officially taken over, but rather, under 
the disinvestment policy, the private sector would be offered shares in 
industries already nationalized. Prime Minister Mohammad Khan Junejo, on 

the occasion of the annual dinner of the Lahore Department of Commerce and 
Industry, announced approval of most of the industrialists demands, including 
approval granting full authority to branch offices of banks for the loan 
requirements of the country's southern regions and approval of the establish- 
ment of a tax-free industrial zone near Lahore. Unfortunately, however, 

the administration is so entangled in political affairs that it does not 

even get the opportunity to implement its own announcements. Recently, the 
president of the Lahore Department of Commerce and Industry in a statement 
expressed concern that so far no way has been found to act upon the promises 
made by the honorable prime minister. Prior to this, the new federal budget 
was declared unsatisfactory at a convention of all the country's departments 
of commerce and industry. Despite the fact that many months have elapsed, 
the administration has paid no attention to improving such a serious situa- 
tion, as a result of which there is continued further increase in the private 
sector's concern. Although there has not been much time since this 
administration came into office and the problems are limitless, nevertheless, 
after determining the priorities and with clear planning, solutions to those 
problems should be under consideration. Meanwhile, in order to win the 
confidence of the business community specific assurance should be given that 
it need not have any fear of the current political situation. 
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FORMER LAW MINISTER PLEADS FOR NEW CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 4 Oct 86 p 12 
{Article by Salim Qureshi] 


[Text ] 


HYDERABAD, Oct. 3: The 
former Law Minister Abdul Hafeez 
Pirzada, and presently General 
Secretary and main author of Singl- 
hi, Baluchi, Pashtoon Front, today 
demanded a new Legal Framework 
Order to hold elections far the new 
Constituent Assembly to frame a 
new constitution in adbordance with 
the aspiration of fhe people of 
smaller provinces. 

Replying to a question in meet the 


Press programme of Hyderabad . 


Press Club, he said this legal frame- 
work order can be issued by those 
who have been given power under 
the Law of Necessity by the 
Supreme Court and who issue a Le. 
gal Framework Order for 85 gener- 
al election. 

He said, “we are not demanding 
it from any General but from the 
Army who is in power. He did not 
agree with a questioner that with the 
promulgation of new Legal Frame- 
work Order, those who have violat- 
ed Article 6 of ‘73 Constitution 
would be saved from its implica- 
tions. He. however. could not ex: 
plain his contention for reasons best 
known to him. 

In reply toa Question he said that 
MRD agitation in 1983 and in Au- 
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gust, 1985 was a criminal waste of 
energies and human _ lives in Sind. 

Mr. Pirzada said the sacrifice 
given by the people of Sind was a 
futile exercise because all the three 
smaller nationalities lack co- 
ordination and were compelled to 
give sacrifices in isolation. He said. 
unless all the three nationalities 
demonstrate jointly they would not 
succeed. He, said the Baluch and 
Pukhtoon would not come out. He 
did not give the reasons. As far as 
the response from the people of Sind 
for MRD agitation was concerned 
it was due to certain “secret”, he 
said. When pressed to give a single 
reason he said. for example. one of 
the main factors was the excesses 
meted out to the people of Sind af- 
ter 1977. 

Pirzada, also author of 1973 Con- 
stitution, said that he could bet that 
the Punjab would not come out to 
agitate agains’ the present Govern. 
ment because they wanted present 
status quo to survive. In reply to a 
question Pirzada said that the Front 
in its Sind conference next year will 
define clearly as to who are “perma. 
nent residents of Sind and who are 
outsiders” 

He said those outsiders including 
Pukhtoon and Punjabis would have 
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to go back to their respective 
provinces. He, however, said Puk: 
htoon “do not have colonial 
character.” 

When asked what was the view 
of the Front about the refugees ho 
migrated at the time of indepen- 


‘dence and settled in Sind. Mr. Pir- 


zada said they were no more 
refugees. “they are Sindhi and have 
equal rights.” He said they were the 
people who selected Sind: as their 
home land after the independence 
and as such they were as good Sind. 
hi as Sindhis themselves. 

He was of the opinion that still 
“point of no return” was not reached 
and Pakistan could be saved 
through confederal system. When 
asked whether he can quote any 
country where the confederal sys- 
tem 1S in vouge he said Switzerland, 
USA and Yugoslavia. His reply was 
debated by a number of journalists. 
Mr. Pirzada could not succeed in 
sausfying them. 

He. however. admitted that now 
MRD has come nearer to Front’s 
programme as tar as provincial au- 
tonomy was concerned. But, the real 
issue was that who will guarantee 
that Army would not take over 
power in future. he posed a 
quesuion. 








MINISTER SAYS LAW ON ENERGY CONSERVATION EXPECTED SOON 
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[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, Oct 4: Dr 


Mahbubul Hag, Minister for Plan- 


ning and Development has urged 
both the planners and people to un- 
dertake a major effort to conserve 
energy over the next ten years, in 
order to overcome the present 
shortages and provide more power 
for villages and the new industry. 

“Conservation of energy should 
be our major national concern, and 
we must make significant savings 
in its use over the next ten years, in 
order to improve the overall energy 
availability and its productive 
use,” Dr Haq said, while inaugurat- 
ing three .-eek Asia-Pacific train- 
ing course ¢ : integrated energy 
planning. 

The Minister disclosed that a na- 
tional energy conservation law is 
shortly expected to be legislated to 
enforce conservation. 

He said while the industry and 
commerce are paying Fuel Adjust- 
ment Charges, FAC, the higher 
slabs of domestic users of power 
are paying much less. He also 
pointed out that recent experience 
shows that electricity consumption 
is growing at the rate of 24 per cent 
a year — which is unprecedented 
keeping in view the growth in many 
countries. 

Nearly 40 per cent of the 
country’s annual development 
programme Is currently devoted to 
expansion of energy resources, 
which should enable Pakistan to 
overcome the problem of loadshed- 
ding by 1990. A major mobilisation 
of resources, he said, is required to 
fulfil the target for 1990. Over the 
1986 to 1990 period of four years, 
Rs 29 billion annually are needed 
to finance the energy programme. 
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This year, the energy sector will get 
Rs 15 billion only and, in order to 
mobilise this amount an enormous 
struggle had to be made, he added. 

There should also be a more 
equitable availability of electricity 
among urban areas and the vil- 
lages. Under the five point prog- 
ramme of Prime Miniter 90 per 
cent of all villages in Pakistan get 
electrified by 1990. But, at the mo- 
ment, the villages which have 70 
per cent of the total population use 
only ten per cent of all power 
generated in the country. 

Explaining the Prime Minister’s 
procsramme -for electrifying vil- 
lages, he said, it will help moder- 
nise the villages, increase the use 
of tubewells, enable establishment 
of rural industries and spark a 
chain of development process. 

INVESTMENT CRISIS: Dr Haq 
said the present problem is not the 
crisis of energy resources, but the 
crisis of investment in energy de- 
velopment. He maintained that all 
the energy potentials of Pakistan 
have not been fully explored or' 
harnessed so far. 

He said the oil potential of 
Pakistan is 53 million tonnes of oil 
of which only 0.5 per cent or 0.26 
million is being drilled out, out of a 
potential of 20,000 megawatts of 
power, only 2,750 megawatts are 
being produced. The country has a 
considerable potential in the field 
of nuclear energy and development 
of uranium, but very little has been 
used. [f all the resources of poten- 
tial energy — including oil, gas. 
hydro, nuclear, solar, and biogas, 
are put together, and used in a 
proper mix, it will make an enorm- 
ous quantity. This, he said, shows 
that the crisis now 1s that of invest- 
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ment, not of potential. 

Dr Haq said in order to arrange 
the necessary investment several 
steps may have to be undertaken. 
This could take the form of in- 
creased power tariff, higher tariff 
for peak hour use, and issue of en- 
ergy bonds, among others. 

WASTAGE OF ENERGY: He 
also dwelt at length over the ques- 
tion of wastage of energy in various 
sectors, including industry, trans- 
port, agriculture, and residential 
houses. He estimated that 40 per 
cent of energy is lost in one or the 
other form. It includes a defective 
distribution and _ transporation 
system. 

The energy conservation project 
of the Planning Commission, he 
said, will introduce conservation 
methods in 600 industrial units. 
The work will start with 42 units 
immediately. The Transportation 
system also needs to conserve en- 
ergy, because it consumes one- 
third of the entire energy at the 
moment. 

ELECTRIFICATION: By June 
30, 1986, the Minister said a total of 
23,000 villages were electrified, 
while 19,000 more will be provided 
with power over the next four years 
by 1990. 

He also asked the energy plan- 
ners and engineers to step up their 
efforts to develop energy resources 
in Pakistan. He said it is a matter of 
great satistaction that 92 per cent 
of the engineering work in connec. 
tion with the designing of the 
Kalabagh Dam has been done by 
Pakistan. If these efforts are con- 
tinued, it will help the country to 
develop self-reliance in developing 
future energy projects. —APP 
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SIND PPP PRESIDENT RESIGNS--Karachi, 4 Oct--Makhdoom Khaliq-uz-Zaman, has re- 
signed as President of the PPP Sind. In a five-line resignation letter ad- 
dressed to the Co-Chairman of the Party, he said he has done it "in the inter- 
ests of the party," but gave no specific reasons, He has expressed his desire 
to retain his position in the Central Executive Committee, "if it is not 
otherwise desired by your goodself.'' In a press release, accompanying the 

text of the resignation, he is all praise for the Co-Chairman and described 
her as a symbol of the unity of Pakistan. He said Mir Hazar Khan Beijarani, 
Senior Vice-President, will be the acting President of Sind PPP, until other- 
wise decided for some one else for that office by the Co-Chairman, Mr 
Makhdoom Khaliq-uz-Zaman was appointed President of Sind PPP, on May 5, in 
place of Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi who has since formed his own party. [Text] 
{Karachi DAWN in English 5 Oct 86 p 1] /9274 


KARACHI ANTI=DACOITY PLAN--Karachi, 4 Oct--Sind Minister for Finance Javed 
Sultan Japanwala has said the Government in order to combat the increasing 
number of dacoities in Karachi would soon be implementing a comprehensive 
security plan in mid-October. Speaking at a function organised by the 
Punjabi SAudagaran Association here on Saturday night, he said the security 
plan drawn up would prove effective in improving the law and order situation, 
He said the security plan included complete Chowkidari system in the city, 
installation of alarm systems, setting up of more police posts close to resi- 
deitial areas and increase in number of police patrol. Instead of blaming the 
government and the police who themselves were victims of circumstances, the 
people should unite and cooperate with the Government and law enforcing 
agencies in implementation of the plan, he said, [Text] [Karachi DAWN in 
English 5 Oct 86 p 8] /9274 
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